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Pension application of James Hamilton X315     f4VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/5/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From a letter in response to an inquiry regarding this veteran of] 
 
Dear Madam: 
 Reference is made to your letter of March 22, 1940, in which you request information 
relative to the Revolutionary War soldiers, James Hamilton who was placed on the pension roll 
November 18, 1786, in Augusta County, Virginia, and John McKnight or McNight who served in 
the Chester County, Pennsylvania militia, under Colonel Matthew Boyd. 
 A careful search of the Revolutionary War records of this office fails to show any 
information relative to a John McKnight (searched under all spellings) who served from 
Pennsylvania. 
 The Revolutionary War records of this office show that James Hamilton who served in 
the Virginia militia was placed on the pension roll November 18, 1786, as an invalid pensioner, 
and the pension commenced January one, 1786 at the rate of $33.33 per annum under the act of 
June 7, 1785, and the pension was increased to $53.33 per annum under the act of April 24, 
1816.  At the time he was receiving his pension James Hamilton was living in Augusta County, 
Virginia. 
 This office has no further data relative to James Hamilton and non-whatever in regard to 
his family as the application papers filed by this soldier were destroyed when the War Office was 
burned in 1800 
 You state that the will of your James Hamilton was probated in 1806.  The James 
Hamilton noted above was receiving pension as late as 1816 and could not be identical with the 
James Hamilton whose will was probated in 1806. 
 
[Transcriber's Note: the above letter might relate to the same veteran as James Hamilton 
S25128] 
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