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Pension application of John McAin (McCain) W9543 Mary McCain  f39NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    1/26/09: rev'd 7/26/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 15] 
North Carolina Mecklenburg County 
 On this the __ day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before his 
Honor [name obliterated] Judge of the Superior Court of Mecklenburg County now sitting John 
McAin Senior a resident of said County and State aforesaid aged about Seventy-nine years who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June the 7th, 1832 that he entered the Services 
of the United States under the following named officers and served as herein Stated -- 
he entered the service some time in August in the year 1780 and was drafted and served under 
Capt. Hagans [? possibly, Lt. Col. John William Hagan] a Tour of three months in Col. Irwin's 
[Robert Irwin's] Regiment General Rutherford commander 
then he was drafted and served under Capt. Hargins and served 6 weeks then he was drafted and 
served under Capt. John Rogers in Col. Ezekiel Polk's Regiment General Rutherford commanded 
and served a tour of four months then he was drafted and served a tour of two weeks and was 
furloughed for one week by General Sumter [Thomas Sumter] and while I was under my 
furlough I was taken by the Tories a prisoner and kept about 3 months and 2 months and 11 days 
of the time in Jail at Camden South Carolina then he volunteered under Capt. John Rogers and 
joined Col. Irwin Regiment General Rutherford commander and served a tour of three months 
and was discharged by Col. Loftin and served as near as he can recollect about 15 months In the 
years 1780 and 81 he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except 
the present and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ John McAin 

       
[William Wilson & Hugh J. McCain gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 17] 
Where and in what year were you born 
I was Born in December 10th 1753 in the County of Mecklenburg and State of North Carolina 
have you any Record of your age and if so where is it 
I had a Record of my age and it was Burnt 

http://revwarapps.org/
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where was you living when called into service where have you lived since the Revolutionary war 
and where do you now live 
I lived in the County of Mecklenburg State of North Carolina when called into service and have 
lived in the same place ever since 
how were you called into service was you drafted did you volunteer or were you a substitute and 
if a Substitute for whom I was drafted and was a volunteer and was with General Rutherford and 
General Sumter and Col. Irwin and traveled through the upper part of South Carolina and 
through North Carolina to Wilmington and went into the Cherokee nation of Indians 
did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so by home was it given and what has 
become of it 
I did receive a discharge from the service from Col. Loftin and it was destroyed and I have no 
documentary Evidence of my service except the annexed certificate of Thomas Walker 
Sworn to & subscribed before made this 13th of November 1832 
S/ Samuel Henderson, Clerk 
 
[p 18] 
I Thomas Walker1 of the State of North Carolina and County of Mecklenburg do hereby Certify 
that I was with John McCain Senior when he was taken prisoner by the Tories and his Statement 
Respecting that Tour is true.  Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 6th day of October 
1832 
S/ Jeb Ingram, JP 
      S/ Thomas Walker 

       
State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County 
I Stephen Billen2 of the State and County aforesaid do hereby certify that I am known to the 
services of John McAin Senior in the Tour under Capt. Hugins of 6 weeks and his statements is 
true Respecting that tour.  Sworn to and Subscribed and Open Court before me. 
S/ Sam Henderson, Clk 
      S/ Stephen Billue 

      
 
[p 11:  On November 2, 1839, in Mecklenburg County, NC, Mary McCain, 75, filed for a 
widow's pension stating that she is the widow of John McCain, a pensioner; that she married him 
March 23, 1780; that he died March 9, 1835 and she has remained his widow.  She signed her 
application with her mark.] 
 
[facts in file: children of John and Mary McAin/McCain: 
[p 4] 
Eloner McCain was born February the 3 on saturday 1781 
Elizabeth McCain was born April the 26 on fryday 1782 
Hugh McCain was born Aprile the 19 on Monday 1784 
                                                 
1 PROBABLY Thomas Walker W6397  who filed while living in Randolph County, NC. 
2 Stephen Billiu (Billue, Bellaw) W2745 
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John McCain was  born May the 19 on friday 1786 

 
Mary McCain was born June the 21 on Saturday 1788 
Jain McCain was born July the 14on wednesday 1791 
Agnes McCain was born June the __ on Sunday 1793, dieth on friday October 2 day 1807 
Margret Huey McCain was born November the 21 on Satuday 1795 
Sarah McCain was born March the 15 on __ 1798 
Rebach McCain was born March the 4 on wednesday 1800 
Marthew McCain was born September the 13 on Monday 1802. 

] 
 
[p 14:  On November 2, 1839 in Mecklenburg County North Carolina, Andrew McCain and 
Hercules Huey, both 73, gave testimony in support of the application made by Mary McCain for 
a widow's pension. 



] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $36.22 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 11 months and 26 days in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was 
pensioned in a like amount.] 


