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Pension application of Joseph Thomas W9518    f28VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/1/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Lawrence County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions January Term 1833 
 On this 10th day of January 1833 personally appeared before Robert J Hise [?], John 
Wasson & Thomas Kees [?] Esquires holding said court for the County of Lawrence in said State 
in open Court Joseph Thomas a resident of said County of Lawrence State of Tennessee aged 
seventy years on the 11th or 12th day of January instant who being duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the Act 
of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he enlisted in the Army of the United States in the year 1777 on the 11th or 12th day 
of February with Simon Morgan in Farqui [Fauquier] County State of Virginia & served in the 
13th Regiment of the Virginia line under the following named officers to wit Simon Morgan 
Lieutenant Robert Bell Captain __Crawford Colonel, that at Pittsburgh or Fort Pitt Colonel 
__Gibson took the command of the Regiment who continued in command until the spring or 
summer after the battle of Germantown [October 4, 1777] when Colonel __McIntosh took the 
command of the Regiment & continued in it until the expedition against the Misisha [?] & Mingo 
Towns when Colonel __Broadhead commanded, George Washington was commander in chief at 
Brandywine [September 11, 1777] & Germantown & at Camps at Valley Forge – that he enlisted 
for three years & served out his time & was discharged the last of February or first of March 
1780 at Pittsburgh or Fort Pitt Pennsylvania, that he lived in Fauquier County State of Virginia 
when he entered the service & returned there after his discharge, that he received a discharge but 
has lost it, that he was on the baggage Guard during the Battle of Brandywine & was in the 
Battle of Germantown, that when he first enlisted he marched from Virginia to Pittsburgh, State 
of Pennsylvania, from there to Philadelphia where he joined the Grand Army under Washington 
from there to Trenton in the State of New Jersey, thence to Brandywine where the battle was 
fought, thence to the Battle of Germantown thence to Valley Forge where we took up winter 
quarters, thence to Pittsburgh, thence down the Ohio River about thirty miles where we built a 
Fort called it Fort McIntosh in honor of our Colonel, thence we marched back & up the 
Allegheny River about twenty-five miles and built Fort Crawford; thence to the mouth of New 
River where we kept Garrison during the winter & returned to Pittsburgh in the spring, thence to 
the Minisha & Mingo Towns which we destroyed, thence back to Pittsburgh where he was 
discharged a short time after the expiration of three years, from the commencement of his term of 
service, that he was drafted and turned out volunteer to avoid being drafted about the month of 
October 1780 in Fauquier Virginia for six months & served under Captain Winn [James Winn] 
Major Triplett, & joined Colonel afterwards General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] in South Carolina 
and was at the taking of the Tories at Rugeley's Mill [December 4, 1780], that he served out his 
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term of six months & was discharged near [indecipherable name1] by Major Triplett, making in 
this year and six months service in the Revolutionary War.  I hereby relinquish every claim 
whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & declare that my name is not on the pension 
roll of the agency of any State. 

      
Sworn to & subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ U. H. Buchanan, clerk 
 
[f p 26: On November 1, 1856, in Franklin County Alabama, Mary Thomas filed an affidavit 
stating that she is the widow of Joseph Thomas who was a revolutionary war pensioner who 
drew a pension of $80 per month commencing March fourth, 1831 up to the time of his death in 
Franklin County, Alabama, on July 13, 1844 and that she still remains his widow.  She signed her 
affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[f p 10: On February 10, 1857 in Franklin County Alabama, Mary Thomas, 79, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of Joseph Thomas, a 
revolutionary war pensioner; that she married him January 29, 1826 in Lawrence County 
Tennessee.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for two years in the Virginia service.  Veteran's widow was pensioned at a like 
amount commencing February third, 1853.] 
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