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Pension application of Richard Bradley W896 Catharine  fn71NC 

  Transcribed by Will Graves     9/28/10 

[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

District of West Tennessee Nashville 

 This may certify that Richard Bradley a citizen of the State of Tennessee, residing in the 

County of Sumner, came before me on the 3rd day of April 1822 and made the following 

declaration upon oath, with the view of obtaining a pension for his services as a Continental 

soldier in the War of the Revolution, and after being duly sworn, upon the holy evangelist of 

Almighty God declared, that he enlisted as a Continental soldier on the 9th day of August 1777 

in the North Carolina Continental line under the command of Captain Henry Dawson in the 7th 

Regiment in the latter end of the same year he with several others were marched to the northward 

and joined the Army when they were in winter Quarters at the Valley Forge, and was there turned 

into the 1st North Carolina Regiment under the command of Captain James Reed, the Regiment 

was commanded by Colonel Thomas Clark, that they marched from the Valley Forge in pursuit 

of the British until the battle of Monmouth in which he was, some time after they took up winter 

Quarters at Paramus Court house, they marched from thence to West Point on Hudson River, 

from thence they were ordered to South Carolina for the relief of Charleston – and that he was in 

that siege and that there they were all captured on the 12th of May 1780 and that he remained a 

prisoner with the British two years and three months and made his escape from them and joined 

General Greene at Ashley Hall about twenty miles above Charles Town and there he got his 

discharge in the Fall of the year 1782, that his discharge was sent to the Secretary of State's 

office of North Carolina, to obtain his land grant and he does not know where it is now, unless it 

may be in that office.  This deponent further maketh oath that he hath no property of any value, 

to make schedule love, he is confident that all he owns in this world besides his wearing apparel 

is not worth $10, he further maketh oath that he has not conveyed sold or otherwise disposed of 

any of his property to anyone with a design of thereby obtaining a pension and that he is totally 

dependent on others for his livelihood and support, that he is almost totally blind, not being able 

to discern more than day from night and prays his country & Government to give him some aid. 

 Sworn to before me the date above 

S/ John McNairy, District Judge   S/ Rich'd Bradley, X his mark 

 

[fn p. 7] 

 in camp on the 10th day of April 1822 Major Howell Tatum, formerly a Captain in the 
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Army of the revolutionary war, in the 1st North Carolina Regiment, came before may and made 

oath that he knew the applicant, Richard Bradley, from the 1st of the 1778 until he was captured 

by the British at Charles town in South Carolina, that he was a soldier in the revolutionary war, 

that he behaved well as a soldier, that he was a Sergeant the whole time he knew him. 

Sworn & subscribed     S/ H. Tatum Snr
1
 

       Capt ? 1
st
 NC Rg ? 

     
It will be seen that the signature Howell Tatum is not legible, the old man is perfectly of sound 

mind, but is weak and his hand shakes, would not consent that his name should be written for 

him.     S/ John McNairy 

 

[fn p. 8: On October 14 1837 in Sumner County Tennessee, Catharine Bradley, 74, filed for a 

widow's pension under the 1836 act stating that she is the widow of Richard Bradley; that she 

married him July 24, 1783; that her husband died August 20, 1827; and that she remains his 

widow.] 

 

[fn p. 9: On October 14, 1837 in Sumner County Tennessee, Mary Bradley, 85, testify that she 

was well acquainted with Richard Bradley and Catharine Taylor before and after their marriage; 

that she saw them married in Duplin County North Carolina on, to the best of her recollection, 

July 24, 1783.] 

 

[fn p. 13: On February 7, 1853 in Sumner County Tennessee, Abraham Bradley filed a claim on 

behalf of of himself and the rest of the heirs of Catharine Bradley their mother and Richard 

Bradley their father; that "declarant further states that his father as is fully proved in his mother's 

application for a pension after his return from the regular service enlisted as a volunteer in the 

service of the United States and served a 3 months tour after his intermarriage with their Mother 

which took place on or about the 24th of July 1783 and the Service as a volunteer took place 

commencing within a month after that Period.  This Declarant recollects often hearing his father 

relate the circumstances of this 3 month tour as a volunteer.  He was stationed at Wilmington a 

part of the time, marched through several counties in North Carolina and during his 3 months 

service was engaged in a skirmish or battle with the Tories and took some prisoners, shot one of 

them and then some of the Company preached his funeral in derision [?] taking his text "The dust 

shall return to dust" His father was present and witnessed this singular circumstance in warfare 

and showing the ferocity of times during the Revolution."] 

 

[facts in the file: in 1854, the surviving children of the veteran and his widow were Abraham and 

David Bradley of Sumner County Tennessee and Isaac Bradley (residence not disclosed); the 

veteran's brother John Bradley, served with him in 1783 a tour against the Tories; the widow had 
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a brother Jacob Taylor who in 1837 was living in Davidson County Tennessee.] 

 

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing April 3rd, 1822, for 3 years 

service as a Sergeant and private in the North Carolina Continental line.] 


