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Pension application of John Dick W8668   Margaret Dick  f31SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     2/9/10: rev'd 10/12/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Pulaski County 
 On this the 29th day of July 1841 personally appeared before me Josiah W. Dick a Justice 
of the peace in and for the County of Pulaski and State aforesaid, Margaret Dick a resident of the 
County and State aforesaid aged seventy-nine years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision 
made by the act of Congress passed July 4, 1836.  That she is the widow of John Dick who was a 
private & Sergeant in the Revolution, The said John Dick was a distant relation of the declarant's 
and lived at the declarant's Father's, James Wiley, in Chester District in the State of South 
Carolina at the time he first enlisted in the service of his Country.  The aforesaid John Dick 
enlisted for the term of fifteen months in the District of Chester South Carolina in the year the 
deponent thinks of 1775 or 6 and faithfully served out his fifteen months in a company 
commanded by Captain Brown [William Brown] and Colonel Sumpter's [sic, Thomas Sumter's] 
Regiment, while in this Service the said John Dick was marched to Charlestown and was 
stationed at an end the Battle of Fort Moltrie [sic, Fort Moultrie, June 28, 1776]1 and in the 
defense of Charlestown and there received a wound by a ball being lodged in his hip which was 
cut out by the Physicians and he soon recovered.  After his return from this fifteen months 
service the Declarant was married to the said John Dick in Chester District in the State of South 
Carolina on the first day of March 1778 by a Magistrate by the name of Alexander Walker.  They 
continued at the declarant's Father's for about one year after their marriage most of which time 
the said John Dick was out on scouts after either the British or Indians or Tories they then moved 
to their own house about three miles from the declarant's Father's and in a very short time after 
they went to housekeeping the said John Dick was called into service in the Militia and was out 4 
months under Captain Bell [John Bell] and in Sumter's Regiment.  And the declarant then broke 
up housekeeping and returned again to her father's.  Shortly after her return her only Brother 
Samuel Wiley was shot by some Tories at her Father's door her husband was at this time in the 
Army.  In 1780 her husband was again called into service of three or four months by Captain 
Bell who belonged to Sumter's Regiment, and he served out his tour of duty, in the year 1781 the 
said John Dick was Drafted for the term of four months and marched out under Captain Bell and 
Sumter's Regiment.  This tour of duty was performed as a horseman and he was appointed 
Sergeant of the troop and was marched down below Orangeburg in the State of Georgia and there 
taken prisoner and was lodged by the British in Orangeburg jail where the said John Dick laid in 

                                                 
1 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ft_moultrie_1.html 
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said jail for four weeks and then was exchanged.  When the said John Dick was taken prisoner 
the British took his horse, gun and all his equipage.  She further declares that her husband 
independent of his regular tours of duty performed, her husband was almost constantly out on 
scouts after the British, Indians and Tories and while in the several services the said John Dick 
was at the Storming of Columbia he was under Sumter in Hiwassee, at St. Mary's, at Saint 
Augustine and at Savannah, he was in the Battle at the Eutaw Springs [September 8, 1781] and 
in the Battle of Guilford Court house [March 15, 1781] her husband the aforesaid John Dick died 
on the 19th day of November 1832 and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as 
will more fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 
 She further declares she knows of no record evidence of her marriage but has a record of 
the age of her children in her old family Bible which she will cause to be filed as evidence in 
support of her claim. 
     S/ Margaret Dick, X her mark 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the undersigned Justice of the peace in and for the 
County of Pulaski and I certify that in consequence of old age and bodily infirmity the aforesaid 
Margaret Dick is unable to attend Court. 
Given under my hand this 29th of July 1841 
      S/ J. W. Dick, JP 

       
 
[pp 5-6:  family record] 
 
Sarah Dick was born November the 20th 1778 
Samuel Dick was born October the 11th 1782 
James Dick was born August the 31, 1784 
John Dick was born October 20th 1786 
Archibald Dick was born December 28th 1788 
Peggy Dick was born September 21st 1795 
William Dick was born April 5 1798 
Nancy Dick was born June 8th 1800 
Alexander Dick was born September 29th 1793 
William Speary Dick was born January 22nd 1823 
Alexander Dick was married Marched the 9th 1820 
William C. Carroll Dick was born December the 19th in the year of our Lord 1820 



 

 
 
[p 24] 
State of Tennessee Bedford County: Be it remembered that I Alexander Lee, a Justice of the 



peace for said County and State, have carefully examined Samuel Knox,2 with whom I am 
personally and intimately acquainted, and who is a person of probity & good character, and in all 
respects entitled to full credit on oath, being a person of the utmost truth & veracity.  The said 
Samuel Knox, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, deposeth as 
follows: 
 I was well acquainted with John Dicks [sic], and served with him in the Revolutionary 
War.  I cannot certainly state when John Dick first enlisted, but I know that he entered the Army 
some time before the battle of Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan's Island.  I know that he was present 
and fought bravely at said battle.  We served together there.  After that battle, we were marched 
through Charleston, and then over the mountains after the Indians, with whom we had a pretty 
severe battle.  John Dicks was engaged in both these battles to my knowledge.  I know he served 
at least fifteen months.  We served together in Captain Brown's company, and Colonel Sumter 
commanded the Regiment.  I was not in the same company with John Dick, except for the fifteen 
months.  After that time I know he was in the Army, and believe he was in the battle of the 
"Hanging Rock," but I cannot state the length of time he served or under what officers he did 
serve.  Colonel Sumter was the General & Dick remained in his Army for a long time as I 
believe, but I cannot now remember under what Captain or Colonel he served.  John Dick was as 
true a Liberty man as any in the South Carolina Army.  He was a brave soldier I am satisfied.  I 
do not know when he married.  I cannot state the Revolutionary services of John Dicks more 
particularly than I have done, because if I ever did know all the particulars I have now forgotten, 
and am unwilling to state on oath mere impressions, when I cannot distinctly remember the facts.  
I do not think John Dicks was married during the fifteen months above spoken of; he must have 
been married after that time.  Because I cannot state at what time he was married, of course I 
cannot say what services he performed after he was married.  He may have married after the 
fifteen months tour, and then joined the Army, or he may have married at some other time.  I 
cannot now state.  And further this deponent saith not. 
     S/ Samuel Knox 

     
 
[p 30: on July 29, 1841 in Pulaski County Kentucky, Samuel Dick, Sr., 58, testified in support of 
the application of his mother that he is the son and 2nd child of John Dick deceased & Margaret 
Dick the present applicant; that his father died November 19 1832; that his mother has remained 
a widow. 

] 
 
[p 31] 
The deposition of Samuel Allen3 a resident of Pulaski County Kentucky taken to read as 

                                                 
2 Samuel Knox W302 
3 I could not find a veteran by this name who claimed a pension based on services rendered in SC.  This may be the 
only record of his service. 
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evidence in favor of the application of Mrs. Margaret Dick for a pension. 
 Deponent being eighty-five years old deposeth and saith that he has been acquainted with 
John Dick deceased & his widow for 40 years past and there was great intimacy between John 
Dick and the deponent from their first acquaintance until the death of said Dick, and the 
deponent has not the least doubt in his mind that the said John Dick was much engaged in the 
service of his Country from Chester District South Carolina during the revolution.  The deponent 
was himself a long time with the Army and believes he belonged to the same Regiment that John 
Dick was then, and frequently heard of John Dick but was not personally acquainted with him 
until he met with him in this state (Kentucky) but the deponent and Dick has so frequently 
recounted over their services while in service that he thinks he cannot be mistaken as to the said 
Dick's performing much service in the Revolution before and after his marriage to his present 
widow, the deponent moved from Chester District in South Carolina when he came to this State 
and frequently saw some of John Dick's family shortly after the Revolution had closed.  And 
further saith not. 
     S/ Samuel Allen, X his mark 
 
[Veteran’s widow was pensioned at the rate of $56.20 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, 
for her husband service as a Private in the South Carolina Militia for 16 months and 28 days.] 


