
Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of Hugh McDonald W8438 Rebecca McDonald  f24SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/17/09: rev'd 10/8/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Pulaski County 
 On this 28th July 1841 Personally appeared before me Josiah W. Duck a Justice of the 
peace in and for the County of Pulaski and State aforesaid Rebecca McDonald a resident of the 
County of Russell and State of Kentucky aged Eighty years who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the provision made by the act of Congress passed July 4, 1836.  That she is the widow of Hugh 
McDonald who was a private soldier both in the regular Service and Militia during the 
Revolution.  She declares that her Hugh McDonald enlisted as a private Soldier in Chester 
District in the State of South Carolina for the term of fifteen months and faithfully served out his 
fifteen months in a company commanded by Capt. Brown [William Brown] whose Company 
belonged to Col. Sumter's [Thomas Sumter's] Regiment.  This enlistment must have taken place 
in 1775 or 6, it being previous to her marriage.  The declarant was married to her husband the 
aforesaid Hugh McDonald on the 22nd day of September 1778 in Fairfield District in the State of 
South Carolina by a Magistrate by the name of Walker Little upwards of one year after their 
marriage her husband Hugh McDonald volunteered in the Service of his country and served as a 
Dragoon or light horseman in a company commanded by Capt. McClure [Hugh McClure] in 
Sumter's Regiment and the said Hugh McDonald marched with said company down towards 
Camden and had a skirmish and the company was on the retreat when the said Hugh McDonald 
and part of the Company was taken by the British and made prisoners of war and sent down to 
Camden and put in jail where they lay for a about 6 weeks with the smallpox and then the said 
Hugh McDonald with some other prisoners were taken by the British down to Charlestown and 
put on board the prison ships, the prisoners being attacked with the fever they were sent on shore 
to the barracks where the Declarant visited her husband and waited on him during his sickness 
and when he recovered which was in a few weeks the said Hugh was again sent back to the 
prison ships and the declarant accompanied him to the said ships and there continued with her 
husband until he was sent round to Old Jamestown in the State of Virginia where her and her 
husband was landed and there her husband was exchanged, the declarant & her husband was then 
500 miles from home and her husband not yet entirely recovered from his ship fever nor did he 
recover for several months thereafter, the exchange took place in the month of August and the 
declarant and her husband did not get home until the 10th of May following.  In the fall of the 
year 1778 and shortly after Declarant's marriage her husband the said Hugh McDonald went out 
as a volunteer on foot with Capt. Nixson [John Nixon] Company and was out for several weeks. 
 The said Hugh McDonald when taken prisoner lost his horse and all his equipage which 
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he never was paid for. 
 The declarant further saith that her husband the said Hugh McDonald died on the 24th 
day of September 1828 and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as will more 
fully appear by reference to the proof hereunto annexed.  She further saith she knows of no 
record of her marriage nor of the ages of her children. 
     S/ Rebecca McDonald, X her mark 
Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before me Josiah W. Duck.  And I 
certify that in consequence of old age and bodily infirmity the above named Rebecca McDonald 
is unable to attend Court. 
     S/ J. W. Duck, JP 
 
The deposition of Rebecca Cain a resident of Russell County Kentucky taken to be read as 
evidence in favor of the application of Mrs. Rebecca McDonald for a pension under the act of 
Congress passed July 4, 1836 
 The Deponent being thirty-five years old Deposeth and Saith that she is the Daughter and 
youngest Child of Hugh McDonald deceased and Rebecca his widow.  She knows her Father the 
aforesaid Hugh McDonald died on the 24th day of September 1828, And that her Mother the 
aforesaid Rebecca McDonald has remained a widow ever since to the present period.  And 
further saith not 
     S/ Rebecca Cain, X her mark 
 
 This day came before me Alexander Lee an acting Justice of the Peace for the County of 
Bedford, and State of Tennessee, Samuel Knox1 -- aged Eighty Eight years for the purpose of 
deposing in behalf of Rebecca McDonald, to be used as evidence in establishing her claim to a 
Pension from the United States, in right of her deceased husband, Hugh McDonald and the said 
Samuel Knox, being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth in the premises, deposes & says 
 Question -- State if you were acquainted with Hugh McDonald during the war of the 
American Revolution. 
Answer -- I was 
Question 2.  State if said Hugh McDonald served as a soldier in the American Army, during the 
Revolutionary war with Great Britain, and if so -- state how long. 
Answer -- Hugh McDonald served as orderly Sgt. a fifteen months tour, as a listed soldier in the 
American Revolution, under the command of Capt. Brown and General Sumter; and was in the 
battle of Sullivan's Island;2 and that he also marched from said Island over the mountains against 
the Indians and was in a battle with the Indians -- and from thence to Ninety Six in the State of 
South Carolina, and from thence to Camden; and acted all the time as a true patriot.  I cannot 
recollect what became of him after the expiration of the 15 months tour with me; nor do I know 
anything of his marriage with Rebecca McDonald. 
    S/ Samuel Knox, X his mark 
S/ William Eoff 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $90 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
her husband Service as a private for one year in the cavalry and for one year in the infantry, both 
                                                 
1 Samuel Knox W302 
2 June 28, 1776 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ft_moultrie_1.html  
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in the South Carolina Continental line.] 


