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Pension application of Nicholas Prince * W8289 Nancy Prince f54SC
Transcribed by Will Graves 7/29/09: rev'd 8/14/18

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or ‘indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

[p 43]
Revolutionary Claims 1357

For the purpose of obtaining the amount of pay accruing to me for the half year ending on
the 2" day of September 1828 under the Act Entitled an act for the relief of certain Surviving
officers and Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution approved the 15" May 1828 —

I Nicolas Prince in the County of Columbia in the State of North Carolina do declare that
I was a private Soldier in the Army of the revolution was in the Continental line and that | have
been found entitled by the Secretary of the Treasury under the Act to the pay of a private Soldier
in said line.

Witness my hand this 1% day of November in the year 1828

S/ Nicholas Prince, N his mark

[Edward Conner and Samuel Hickman gave a supporting affidavit as to the character and
reputation of the veteran as a soldier of the revolution.]

[p 4]
State of South Carolina Horry District}

Nicolas Prince On this 8th day of November in the year while Lord 1833, personally
appeared in open Court before me William D. Martin one of the Circuit Judges of the said State,
and Presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in and for the District of Horry and State
aforesaid aged Seventy-five, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make
the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th
1832. That he was born in Robinson County [sic, Robeson County] State of North Carolina near
on the South Carolina line, that when an infant his parents moved to Catfish in Marion District
(then called Georgetown District) and when he was about 3 years old his parents removed to
Horry District then called Kingstown Parish) where he has resided ever since. That he was born
the 16th March 1758. That he volunteered and entered the service on the first of June 1776 in
the Company of Captain Dennis Hawkins, immediately after joining the company he marched to
Haddrell's Point near Charleston, there the company joined the Main Army which was stationed
there that shortly after he and several others were placed under the command of Captain William
Snow and was sent across to Sullivan's Island to lie in ambush to guard against the
encroachments of the enemies galleys; that whilst there, Fort Moultrie on Sullivan's Island near
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where he was, was attacked [June 28, 1776] by the enemy's fleet, and one vessel was blown up
and the fleet was defeated and driven off; that shortly after he was relieved and went home: that
during this tour he was out in the service 5 weeks. He remained at home 4 weeks and then was
ordered to return to Haddrell's Point and started back under the command of Lieutenant Joseph
Sessions that he marched as far as North Santee and then he received orders to return home again
and there remained for a short time. That he enlisted in the Army of the United States for 3 years
on the 3rd of August 1777 with Edward Conner who was then Corporal in Captain John Weekly's
[sic, John Wickly's] Company of the 4th Regiment of Artillery of the Continental line under the
command of Colonel Owen Roberts. That immediately on enlisting he was marched to Oat
Island near Georgetown & there joined the Regiment and after remaining there 5 months, he was
ordered to march with the Regiment to Charleston, and was stationed at Fort Johnson near
Charleston and there remained until the Regiment was ordered to march to Purrysburg in the
month of March of the following year; that when the Army left, he & 2 others were ordered to
remain in Charleston to work in the laboratory in preparing cartridges for canon & small arms,
rocket, port fires, tubes and canister shot; that he remained there till the Regiment returned from
Purrysburg in the latter part of the summer of 1779; that he then joined his Regiment which was
at this time under the command of Colonel Bateman[sic, probably Barnard Beekman] (Colonel
Roberts having been killed at the battle at Stono) [Stono Ferry, June 20, 1779]. That the
Regiment was shortly after ordered to Savannah in the State of Georgia that he went with it and
was at the Siege of Savannah [September 16-October 9, 1779]. General Lincoln [Benjamin
Lincoln] commanded the Army, he was in the battle and saw Count Pulaski when he fell: after a
very bloody and obstinate engagement with the enemy of 2 hours duration the American Army
was defeated with great loss. After this his Regiment marched back to Charleston where he
remained until the City was besieged and when the City fell [May 12, 1780] he was taken
prisoner. This was in the month of May 1780: He continued a prisoner 13 days and then effected
his escape from the enemy; that during the whole term of his enlistment he was in actual service
2 years and 9 months: After his return home he remained some time & then was at different
times called out in the militia service, and after various duties, he was placed under the command
of Lieutenant Fitch Harris & marched to join the Army of General Francis Marion at a place
called Watboo [sic, Wadboo] not far from Charleston -- he was in service at this time 7 weeks,
was then relieved and returned home: after which he was ordered to rendezvous at Georgetown
and did so, he remained there with a detachment of General Marion's Army to guard the town
from the enemy, 6 weeks; he was then relieved & returned home, and after remaining 5 weeks he
was ordered to repair again to Georgetown on the same service and remained at this time 4
weeks.

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present,
and he declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of any Agency in any State.

Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in open Court before me.
S/ Wm D. Martin, Presiding Judge

S/ Nicholas Prince, X his mark

[ 6]

Edward Conner 2being duly sworn makes oath that he has had read to him the foregoing
Declaration subscribed by Nicholas Prince -- That he knows that he was enlisted at the time and
in the manner stated by him. That Deponent left the regular Army soon after the Battle of Stono
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& Mr. Prince was then in the service and he returned home from after the capture of Charleston
by the British Army he knows him to have been a faithful soldier of the Revolutionary War -- has
never heard his patriotism doubted or denied & also believes him to be of the age he represents
himself to be. Sworn to & subscribed before me in open Court the day & year aforesaid.
S/ William D. Martin, Presiding Judge

S/ E. Conner
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[p 10: On January 31st, 1854, in Horry District South Carolina, Nancy Prince, __ years old,
made application for a widow’s pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of
Nicholas Prince, deceased, late of Horry district, a pensioner of the United States for his services
in the revolution at the rate of $102 per annum; that she married him in the spring of 1807 or
1808 that her husband died about May 1839 [May 4, 1839]. She signed her application with her
mark.]

[Facts in file: widow's maiden name was Nancy Shelby; the children who survived the veteran at
his death were Thomas, Mary and James.]

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $102 per annum commencing March 4™, 1831, for service
as a private and Gunner for 2 years in the South Carolina militia and Continental line. His widow
was pensioned in a like amount.]



