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Pension application of Thomas Parham 1 W809  Sarah Parham   f49NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/1/09: rev'd 10/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of Kentucky Madison County} Sct. 
 On this 13th day of August 1832 Personally appeared in open Court before William 
Goodloe, Jacob S. White, Joseph Turner, & James Dejarnett Justices of the County Court of 
Madison County, now sitting Thomas Parham a resident of Otter Creek in the State and County 
aforesaid, who was born in North Hampton [sic, Northampton] County in the State of North 
Carolina in August 1764 and removed when very young to Granville County in the same State as 
his Mother informed him there being no register of his age -- Who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832 -- That in the year 1779 -- he being then but 15 years 
old as he verily believes was drafted into the service of the United States as a militia man & 
served in Captain William Gill's Company Colonel Lytle's [Archibald Lytle’s] Regiment General 
Rutherford's [Griffith Rutherford’s] Brigade, under General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln].  That 
he first marched from Granville County to Salisbury in the same State thence to the 10 mile 
house in South Carolina near Charlestown.  Thence to the vicinity of Savannah River 
Purrysburg, Stewsberry [sic, Sunbury?] &c &c and was finally after 5 months service discharged 
by Captain Gill near Savannah River which discharge is lost.  That in the year 1781 in the 
County of Granville he volunteered in the Militia in Captain Harrison's [Richard Harrison’s] 
Company, Colonel Joseph Taylor's Regiment General Butler's [John Butler’s] Brigade under 
General Nathaniel Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] and was with Greene's wagons in sight of the 
Battle of Guilford [March 15, 1781] & with them retreated to Troublesome iron works 
Speedwell's Iron Works about ten miles until after 3 months service he was discharged by 
General Butler which discharge is lost -- That afterwards to clear himself of three months tour of 
Militia Duty he enlisted under Captain Birdsong [Batt Birdsong] and served 3 months in the 
Commissary's Department and was Discharged by Colonel Nicholas Long which discharge is 
also lost.  That he continued to live in Granville County in the State of North Carolina until the 
fall of 1788 -- and then moved to Madison County in the State of Kentucky where he has resided 
ever since.  In his present neighborhood he refers to Valentine Tudor & David White who have 
known him from his infancy & the Reverend John Pace & William Goodloe Esquire who he 
presumes will testify to his veracity & their belief that he served as a soldier in the War of the 
Revolution they having known him for more than 30 years he hereby relinquishes every claim 
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whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of the agency of any state he knows of no person by whom he can prove the time 
that he served. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
      S/ Thomas Parham, X his mark 
[John Pace, a clergyman, and William Goodloe gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 31] 
State of Kentucky Madison County 
 On this 7th day of January 1833 personally appeared in open Court before Richard 
August, John Hawkins & Henry Goodloe Justices of the County Court of Madison County now 
sitting Thomas Parham a resident of the County & state aforesaid who first duly sworn according 
to law doth on his oath make the following supplemental declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the Act of Congress passed 7th of June 1832.  That in his second tour of duty he was 
with Greens Wagons at the battle of Guilford as a guard.  That he marched with Greens Army 
from Speedwell's Iron Works to Ramsey's Mill on Deep River where he remained until he was 
discharged by the proper officers.  That in the fall of 1781 he enlisted for his third tour of duty at 
Harrisburg Granville County North Carolina under the officers named in his Original declaration 
& went to Prohawks Mill [sic, Frohock's Mill] near Salisbury NC with military stores again 
returned to Harrisburg & then went to Halifax North Carolina with military stores & was thus 
engaged until the expiration of three months, the term of his enlistment until he was discharged 
as stated in his original Declaration.  Sworn to & subscribed this day & year aforesaid. 
     S/ Thomas Parham, X his mark 
 
Valentine Tuder2 a resident of Madison County & State of Kentucky aged 67 [last digit unclear] 
years states that he first became acquainted with the above Thomas Parham in Granville County 
State of North Carolina when they were boys -- that he never served in each tour of duty with the 
said Parham, that he recollects, but that his recollection & belief is that the said Thomas Parham 
served in the war of the Revolution as detailed in his original & Supplemental Declaration.  
Sworn to & subscribed this 7th day of January 1833 
       S/ Valentine Tuder 

       
 
[p 32] 
David White a resident of Madison County Kentucky aged 76 years states that he knew Thomas 
Parham in Granville County North Carolina during the Revolutionary War, knows of his own 
knowledge that said Parham was in Harrison's company at the battle of Guilford as above stated.  
I saw him a little before the battle commenced.  He also states that from his best recollection & 
belief, that the said Parham served as stated in the first & third tours stated.  He also knows of his 
own knowledge, that said Parham was in Greene's Army at Ramsey's mill.  I knew said Parham 
well.  Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written. 
      S/ David White, X his mark 
 
[p 10: On June 17, 1853 in Madison County Kentucky, Sarah Parham, 58, filed for a widow’s 
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pension stating that she is the widow of Thomas Parham, a revolutionary war pensioner at the 
rate of $26.66 per annum; that she married him in Madison County Kentucky on July 20, 1816; 
that they were married by Robert Frier, a Baptist minister; that her name prior to marriage was 
Sarah Reaves;3 and that she remains his widow. 

] 
 
[p 15:  abstract of a return of marriage reading as follows: “Thomas Parham and Sarah Reaves 
was married the 20th day of July one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 
   S/ Robert Frier”] 
 
[p 18:  On June 5, 1855 in Madison County Kentucky, the widow, aged 65, filed for her bounty 
land entitlement as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner.  She signed this document with 
her mark.] 
 
[p 36:  On January 18, 1870 in Madison County Kentucky, the widow, aged 76, filed for an 
increase in her pension.  She signed this document with her mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $26.66 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 8 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like 
amount.] 

                                                 
3 Also spelled Reeves in other documents in the file. 


