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Pension application of George Loyde W8086 Elizabeth Armstrong  f24VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      10/29/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Essex County to wit 
 On this 20 day of September 1843 personally appeared before me a Justice of the Peace 
of the County Court of Essex, Elizabeth A Loyde a resident of the County aforesaid aged 71 
years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by Act of Congress passed July 
seven, 1838 entitled "An act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows" – That she is the 
widow of George Loyde who was a Soldier during the war of the Revolution – that the said 
George Loyde enlisted in a company commanded by Captain John Sears [John Sayres, Sayers, 
etc.], which was attached to the first Regiment of the Virginia State line, for the term of three 
years which term he served out.  During the time that he was in service, this deponent hath 
frequently heard her late husband the said George Loyde say that he was at the Storming of 
Stony Point [July 16, 1779], and that during a portion of the time that he was in the service he 
was attached to the Quarter Master's Department.  So long an interval has elapsed since those 
occurrences transpired, and she is now so far advanced in life, and many of the incidents at one 
time fresh in her memory having faded away, she cannot pretend to state with entire accuracy 
these instances as they occurred during his service which were so frequently given by him to her 
after their marriage.  She has frequently heard him state that the time he entered the service – and 
the time when he left it – the counties through which he marched, and the various battles in 
which he was engaged – but with the exception of the Storming of Stony Point all have escaped 
her memory.  – She further declares that she was married to the said George Loyde on the __ day 
of July 1793 – and that her husband the aforesaid George Loyde died on the 13th day of 
September 1813 that she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service – but the 
marriage took place previous to the first of January 1794 viz., at the time above stated. 
    S/ Elizabeth A. Loyde, X her mark 
 
[p 5: Copy of a marriage bond dated July 23, 1793 certified by the clerk of the Essex County 
Virginia court on September 23, 1843 in which George Loyde and Benjamin Waggoner, 
bondsmen, were bound on the condition of the marriage of George Loyde, Bachelor, to Elizabeth 
Armstrong Waggoner, Spinster.  The bond contains a certificate given by Benjamin Waggoner 
that Elizabeth Armstrong Waggoner is 21 years of age.] 
 
[p 14] 
The affidavit of Carter Croxton, a pensioner for services rendered the United States of America 
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as a Soldier in the Revolutionary War, aged eighty-three years, taken this 21st day of September 
in the year 1843, this affiant being first sworn, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted 
with George Loyde late a Soldier in the Army of the revolution.  That the said Loyde enlisted 
under one Captain John Sears for the term of three years, which term he served out, but this 
affiant does not at this time recollect to what Regiment the said Loyde belonged, as they 
belonged to different regiments, but he knows well that he did serve out his time and that he was 
well acquainted with him until the time of his death and further this affiant saith not. 
     S/ Carter Croxton1 

      
[Attested in Essex County Virginia September 21, 1843] 
 
[p 17] 
The deposition of John Armstrong a pensioner for Services rendered the United States of 
America as a Soldier in the Army of the Revolution, aged eighty-two years, taken the 27th day of 
September 1843, this deponent being first duly sworn deposeth and saith that he was born and 
resided in the County of Essex the greater part of his life until within a few years past, he also 
states that he was well acquainted with George Loyde late a native of Essex County and a soldier 
of the revolutionary Army, this deponent saith that the said Loyde enlisted under one Captain 
John Sears or Captain John Webb this deponent saith that so long a time has elapsed that he 
cannot say positively which it was but well knows that he did enlist for three years which time he 
served out, and during the time he was in the service he went North and was in the battles of 
Brandywine [September 11, 1777], Monmouth [June 28, 1778], Cheraw hills [? Schuylkill?]2, 
the Storming of Stony Point, and that at the end of his service he returned home and sometime in 
the year 1793 he intermarried with one Elizabeth Armstrong Waggoner – who is still living and 
has never since the death of the said Loyde then married to any other person and further this 
deponent saith not. 
     S/ John Armstrong,3 X his mark 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836 for 
her husband's service as a private in the Virginia Continental line.] 

                                                 
1 Carter Croxton S9250 

2 I'm unable at this time to identify which battle this veteran may have been 
trying to name.  I am unaware of any 'battle' that took place at Cheraw Hills in SC which involved Virginia 
continentals.  I'm guessing the old veteran was actually saying the engagement was on the Schuylkill River. 
3 John Armstrong S6529 
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