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Pension application of Thomas Hawks (Hawkes) W7658 Margaret Hawks f37VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/3/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Dinwiddie County Sct. 
 On this 17th day of September 1832 personally appeared before the County Court of 
Dinwiddie in the State aforesaid Thomas Hawks, a resident of Dinwiddie County, aged Eighty 
years the 5th day of May last, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his Oath make 
the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the provision made by the Act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States as a Militia Soldier, under the following 
named Officers, and served the following towers [tours] of duty, in the year 1778 and 1779. 
 The first tower was under Captain Armistead Goodwyn & others (two months), the 
second tower under Captain John Nicholas & others (two months), the third tower in Brunswick 
County under Colonel Richard Elliott, Major Thomas Edmonds, Captain Lawrence House & 
others (two months), the fourth tower under Captain William Eppes & others (two months) 
making altogether eight months. 
 That in the year 1781 he joined the United States Army under Colonel Charles Dabney, 
Captain Gibbs, Lieutenant Wood & Ensign Slaughter and marched to Little York and joined the 
Army under General George Washington, after the taking of York and the Army under 
Cornwallis [October 19, 1781], he was marched to Richmond as a guard to the prisoners, and 
discharged in March 1782 in this tower he served upwards of 6 months.  That after he retired 
from the service he gave his discharge [to] Captain John Conway to enable him to get his pay for 
his services, who never returned it [to] him. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State whatever. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
      S/ Thomas Hawks, X his mark  
[Isham E Hargrave, a clergyman, and E H Pegram gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
I hereby certify that I was well acquainted with Thomas Hawks the above applicant and was in 
the same Regiment with him in the year 1781, and I believe the statements in his declaration to 
be correct.  Sworn to in court the day and year above written. 
    S/ Peter Epp[es]1 
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I hereby certify that I was in service with Thomas Hawks the above applicant in the years 1778, 
1779 and 1781 and believe the statements in his declaration to be correct. 
Sworn to in court the day and year above written. 
     S/  Absalom Vaughan2 

      
 
[p 9:  On March 28, 1843 in Dinwiddie County Virginia, Margaret Hawkes, 92, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Thomas Hawks, a 
revolutionary war pensioner; that she married him in the County of Dinwiddie about the month 
of December 1785; that they were married by Parson Harrison; and that her husband died in 
Dinwiddie County June 6, 1835.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 27: On June 20th, 1843 in Dinwiddie County Virginia, Elizabeth McCullock gave testimony 
that she was well acquainted with Margaret Hawkes and was present at the wedding of Thomas 
Hawks to Margaret in Dinwiddie County at a place then called the "Globe" Tavern and now 
called "6 mile house"; that from the ages of the affiant's children, the affiant being married after 
the veteran and his wife were married, the affiant is of the opinion that they must of been married 
prior to the year 1790.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $46.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 14 months in the Virginia service.  His widow was pensioned at the rate 
of $36.66 per annum] 
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