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Pension application of Benjamin French1 W7330  Catharine fn95Va. 
   Transcribed by Will Graves 
 
[Territory of Alabama, Limestone County] 
This day appeared before me Alfred M. Harris one of the Circuit Judges in and for the State of 
Tennessee, the undersigned Benjamin French who being first solemnly sworn deposeth & saith that he 
is a citizen of the United States of America and Resident in the County of Limestone in the Alabama 
Territory.  That he did about the 1st of September in the year 1780 in the Revolution in the County of 
Culpeper in the State of Virginia, enlist as a private in a company of Continental troops commanded by 
Captain Valentine Harrison in a Regiment Commanded by Colonel John Green and in a Brigade 
commanded by General Huger.  He enlisted and served for the term of 18 months faithfully against the 
common enemy during the Revolutionary War in said Company, Regiment & Brigade on the 
Continental establishment, till the end of his term of enlistment was in the battles of Guilford, Eutaw 
Springs & siege of Ninety Six and was honorably discharged by General Nathaniel Greene, which said 
discharge he hath destroyed, it was dated the 23rd day of January 1782.  He is now about 53 years of 
age & in indigent circumstances not having any other mode of obtaining a subsistence but by his 
opponent manual labor: he thinks the stands much in need of assistance from his country for a support.  
He has never received any pension from his government & hereby releases his claim to all pensions by 
the laws of the United States heretofore granted him, except the one hereby prayed for.  He hopes that 
he may be placed on the pension list conformably to the provisions of a late act of Congress in such 
case made and provided 17th Oct. 1818. 
      S/ Benj. French {Seal} 
Subscribed & sworn to before me this 17th of October 1818 
S/ Alfred M. Harris, Judge &c. 
 
[Nancy Kimbro gave a supporting affidavit in which she states that she is saw the applicant in military 
dress returning from service and she affirms his reputation in the neighborhood as a soldier of the 
revolution.] 
 
County Court of Madison County November Term 1820 District of Alabama 
 On this 27th day of November 1820 personally appeared in open Court being a court of record 
for the County of Madison, Alabama Benjamin French aged 56 years tomorrow resident in the County 
of Limestone in said district who being duly sworn according to law on his oath declares, that he served 
in the revolutionary war as follows: he enlisted between the middle & 19th of September 1780 was 
mustered in service under Valentine Harrison Commanded Colonel John Green was in the battle at 
Guilford, the battle of Camden2, Siege of 96; Battle of the Eutaw Springs; besides many skirmishes – 
his pension certificate bears date the sixth day of June 1820     17417 
        S/ Benj. French 
I, Benjamin French, do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day 
of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or other wise disposed of my property or 
any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of 
Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 

                                                 
1 He is described in the Chesterfield County, Va, size roll as follows: Benj'a. French/ age 16/ height 5' 3"/ farmer/ born in Orange 

County/ residing in Culpeper County/dark-brown hair/ black eyes/ fair complexion/ enlisted 20 Sep 1780 for 18 months. 
2 Since he does not claim service prior to September 1780, this would be a reference to the second battle of Camden also 

known as the battle of Hobkirk or Hobkirk's Hill which occurred on April 25, 1781.  http://gaz.jrshelby.com/hobkirk.htm  

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/index.htm
http://gaz.jrshelby.com/hobkirk.htm


has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any 
income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed (to wit) one 
mare & colt 20 hogs, nine head of cattle, & one half quarter section of Land at $6.50 per acre on which 
the first installment only has been paid to the general Government.  That he is a planter 56 years old 
tomorrow that he has a wife and three children living with him the whole females, wife about 54, Anna, 
about 15, Frances about 14, Jinney about 12 years old. 
       S/ Benj. French 
 
The State of Alabama, Limestone County 
 In the circuit Court aforesaid County it being a court of record created so by statute having 
jurisdiction unlimited in amount & power to fine and imprison &c the honorable Richard Ellis 
Presiding on the 7th day of September 1824 came Benjamin French aged about [illegible number, looks 
like 110] years a resident of said County personally into open Court being first duly sworn according to 
law made the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions of the act of 
Congress of the 18th of March 1818 & 1st May 1820 & the first March 1823 that he the said Benjamin 
French in September 1780 he enlisted in the State of Virginia in the company commanded by Captain 
Valentine [Harrison] in the Regiment commanded by Colonel John Green in the line of the State of 
Virginia on the Continental establishment that he served faithfully in the said time from the time of his 
enlistment till they 22nd January 1782 when he was discharged from said service at Salisbury in the 
State of North Carolina that his name has been placed on the pension list and dropped therefrom on 
account of his property and in pursuance of the act of the 1st of May 1820 the said Benjamin French 
made oath further that he was a resident citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and 
that he has not since that time by gift sale or in any other manner disposed of his property or any part 
thereof with intent thereof so to diminish it as to bring himself within the provisions of an act of 
Congress entitled an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
United States in the revolutionary war passed on the 18th day of March 1818 and that he has not nor has 
any other person in trust for him any property or securities contracts or debts due to him nor has he any 
income other than is contained in the schedule hereunto annexed & by him subscribed that since 
making his former schedule one of the horses therein mentioned died & the other 10 with the hogs and 
cattle, except a few hogs killed for family use have been sold by the Sheriff of Limestone County on 
and execution in favor of Thompson Wilson against Benjamin West and said Benjamin French his 
security that said West gave up the land bought from Ashe McClusky to him as indemnity but land had 
fallen so much that he could only get a mare and $20 for the certificate and the mare died shortly 
afterwards that he yet owns his behalf quarter section of land mentioned in his former schedule which 
was purchased from the US at six dollars & $.50 an acre and one installment only paid further credit 
being taken for the other three installments that his wife aged about 50 his daughter about 22 & his son 
about 10 years are all the members of his family that live with him that he and his wife are about as 
stout and healthy as is common for persons of their age to be that he has no hope of ever being able to 
pay the balance due on his land unless he shall be replaced on the pension list that he has no property or 
means of support except that is fully disclosed herein unless it be his bidding and wearing apparel. 
 Sworn to in open Court 7 September 1824,   S/ Benja. French 
S/ W. T. Gamble  
   Schedule 
Rent corn due this fall from Jesse French 28 Barrels worth   
 2 Barrels an acre for about 14 acres     28.00 
Crop of corn at home a rented place supposed 
 to be equal to 50 Barrels      50.00 
Crop of cotton not exceeding 2500  [illegible word] 
 in the seed worth not exceeding $3 pr cent 2500 cent.  75.00 



2 Ploughs worth 4 each & 2 hoes worth $1 each     10.00 
1 Jointer 1 fore plain worth $1 each          2.00 
1 Jack plain & 1 smoothing plain worth $75 cents each     1.50 
1 Rabit beading & plowing plain worth $25 cents each         .75 
1 old hand saw & 1 old tenant saw worth       2.00 
1 Turning laith & chisels & 2 ploughs       2.25 
1 Axe worth about          1.50 
not exceeding 10 debts due from persons able to pay    10.00 
                 $183.20 
  He owes 
1st Rent for the place he lives on at $2 
 an acre for the cleared land about 14 acres    28.00 
2 To Dr. Davie for medical Services      12.25 
3 About $60 to other persons       60.00 
                  $100.25 
 Sworn and subscribed to before me this 7 September 1824 in Open court. 
S/ W. T. Gamble, Clk Circuit Court &c   S/ Benj. French 
 
[Benjamin West gave an affidavit explaining his bed to Thompson Wilson and Benjamin French's 
liability as his indemnity.] 
 
[On June 7, 1855, Catharine French, 78, of Limestone County Alabama made application for a widow's 
pension under the act of February 3, 1853 stating that she was the widow of Benjamin French a 
pensioner, that she married to said French on or about November 10, 1822 [file shows September 23, 
1823] in Limestone County and that said Benjamin died in Lauderdale County, Alabama on March 20, 
1848.] 
 
[facts in file: Catharine's name prior to her marriage to Benjamin French was Catherine Shumaker 
[Shoemaker]; Benjamin was born November 28, 1764; Catherine had at least one child, a son, prior to 
her marriage to Benjamin; several dates appear in the file for the date of death of Benjamin, March 6, 
1847, March 21, 1847, March 20, 1848, March 26, 1848, or in March 1849] 


