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Pension application of Hugh Forsyth W7315  Nancy Forsyth   f40NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    1/4/09 rev'd 6/12/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions October Term 
1853 
 On this 27th day of October A.D. 1853 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
Justices of the County Court John Forsythe a resident of said County aged sixty-nine years, who 
being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order 
to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Acts of Congress passed June 7th 1832, July 
4th 1836 – July 7th 1838 and all previous & subsequent Acts of Congress applicable to his case -
- 
 That he is the son of Hugh Forsyth who was a soldier of the Revolutionary war and 
served his country faithfully for several years but under what officers he served, or what battles 
he was in, this deponent does not know, he cannot say further than that his said Father has often 
talked to him about his services, and suffering in said war, but deponent can give no intelligible 
account of it, he being a very illiterate man and rather weak in mind; but that his Father did serve 
he has no doubt and relies for proof of his services upon the Revolutionary muster rolls of North 
and South Carolina; and of his identity, upon traditionary history and the affidavits herewith 
presented, deponent has no documentary or record evidence in support of his Claim, and 
therefore relies for proof upon the public records of the Country, and upon the affidavits of 
identity from persons of credibility -- which deponent prays may be liberally constructed. 
 He further declares that his Father the said Hugh Forsyth died in or about the year 1828, 
leaving a widow who died the 14th of June 1838 -- leaving surviving her Hugh, Jane, Margaret, 
& John Forsyth, all of whom are now dead as this deponent believes that himself who is the only 
surviving heir -- deponent further states that his Father was married during the Revolution to 
Nancy Lawson, by which said marriage he had the above named children.  That deponent's 
Father left no record of his marriage.  That deponent's Father and mother lived together as man 
and wife until the death of his Father, that his said mother remained a widow until her death all 
of which will more fully appear by reference to the proof hereunto appended. 
Sworn to and subscribed in open Court before. 
      S/ John Forsyth 
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S/ W. R. Maxwell, Clerk 
 
[p 9] 
"Hugh Forsyth a Soldier Having completed his Term of Service (Nine Months) in the No. C. 
Battalion, agreeable to Act of Assembly, is hereby discharged and is entitled to all the Privileges 
specified in the Act of Assembly for completing the Continental Battalions of North Carolina. 
 Given under my hand this 4th day of [month obliterated by ink blot], 1779. 
     S/ Jas Armstrong, Maj." 

 
 
[p 11] 
State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County 
 Then came William Stewart1 before me Adam Alexander a Justice of the peace for said 
County and made oath that Hough Forsyth [sic] was a Soldier in the late Continental line of this 
State for nine months and that he actually served the tower [tour] of nine months under Major 
John Armstrong, then Major [indecipherably faint name] in said line, to the Southward and that 
he did not desert.  Given under my hand and seal this the blank day of July A.D. 1792 
     S/ William Stewart 

      
 
State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County:  
 Then came Joseph Stewart before us John McCorkel & William Mathews two of the 
Justices of the peace for said County and made oath that Hough Forsith [sic] was a Soldier in the 
Continental line of this State for nine months, and that he actually served the term of nine months 
under Colonel Arch'l Lightle [Archibald Lytle] (Colonel of the Continental line of this State) in 
the aforesaid line and that he did not desert.  Given under our hands and seals on this 10th day of 
July 1792 
S/ John McCorkel 

                                                 
1 This MIGHT be the same man as William Stewart S14580 

http://revwarapps.org/s14580.pdf


William Mathews     S/ Joseph Stewart, X his mark 
 
[p 13] 
"Please to make out the final Settlement Certificate in my name all the Depreciation of my 
income for my services as a Soldier in the Continental establishment for nine months to the 
bearer George Campbell as I have by these Presents authorized him to draw and give a receipt in 
my name with the same power as if I myself was present, in witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal this 9th of May A. D. 1792 
     S/ Hugh Forsyth, X his mark" 

 
 
North Carolina Mecklenburg County 

This day Hugh Forsyth personally appeared before us Adam Alexander & John Foard two 
of the Justices for said County and made oath that he Served as a Soldier in the Continental 
service for 9 months and was lawfully Discharged and that he never Received any Part of the 
final Certificate or the Depreciation of the pay due him for the said services nor any other Ways 
Otherwise and Person or persons to Draw the same Except the above named George Camble 
Sworn to before us this 9th Day of May 1792. 

    S/ Hugh Forsyth, X his mark 
S/ Adam Alexander, JP 
S/ John Foard, JP 
 
[p 22, supporting affidavit dated March 26, 1852, given by Elizabeth McCall of Mecklenburg 
County, NC as to the service by Hugh Forsyth in the Revolution for some 3 or 4 years; the 
marriage of Hugh Forsyth to Nancy Lawson; and of their having the following children: John, 
Hugh, Margaret, Jane & Catherina, none of whom she thinks are still living but John Forsyth.  
She signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 3] 
[Marriage bond dated February 10, 1807, given in Mecklenburg County, NC by John Forsyth and 
Robert Duffy for the marriage of John Forsyth to Nancy Doulin.] 
 
[p 40 Certificate of the North Carolina Comptroller as to payments made to Hugh Forsyth for 
military services in the revolutionary war as follows: 



 
 
[Veteran's widow's heirs were awarded the pension due her at the rate of $30 per annum based on 
her husband's service as a private in the North Carolina Continental line.] 


