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Pension application of Sampson Davis 1 W6964 Ruth Davis  f33NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 1/2/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches 
of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' 
affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 
have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with 
unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software 
treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" 
as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
September Term 1834 
 On the 5th day of September A.D. 1834, personally appeared in open Court, this 
Court aforesaid now in Session, Sampson Davis, a resident of Bladen County and State, 
aged Seventy nine years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following Declaration in order to obtain this benefit, the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832, that he entered the service of the United Stated under the 
following officers and served as hereafter stated (viz.) He entered the service in the month 
of March 1777 in a Company commanded by Captains William Ellis & William Handon 
[William Handing] as a volunteer for six months and served out the full term. The Company 
was attached to Col. Thomas Robeson's Regiment, during this service he was marched from 
the County of Bladen in this State to the town of Wilmington where and at Jumping Run in 
the neighborhood of Wilmington he was stationed 'til this tour expired.  He again entered the 
service in the month of October following in Bladen County under Capt. Wm. Ellis and 
served three months.  He entered as a volunteer.  He was marched from Bladen County to 
Caswell's [Richard Caswell's] Camp in the neighborhood of Wilmington where he was 
stationed until his term of service expired.  He again entered the service as a volunteer in 
Captain James White's Company for three months but served one month only, while in this 
service he was marched to the Pee Dee River [Pedee River] Capt. White's Company was 
attached to Col. James Richardson's Regiment. 
 The following answers were made to the Interrogatories prescribed by the War 
Department. 
1st  I was born 12th March 1755 in the County of Edgecombe North Carolina. 
2 I have not. 
3 I lived in Bladen County and still continue to reside there. 
4 I volunteered. 
5 I knew Gen. Tho Brown [Thomas Brown], Col. Owen, Major Raiford & others. 
6 I do not recollect of receiving any discharge, if I did I have lost it. 
7 I would refer to Gov. John Owen, John Hair, Esq. of Bladen & to Stephen 
Hollingsworth2, Sr. of Cumberland County. 

                                                 
1  BLWt17575-160-55 
2 Stephen Hollingsworth S8726 
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8 I have made my Declaration in this Court because it was more convenient to present 
my testimony. 
 Sworn to and Subscribed in open Court Sept Term 1834 
       S/ Sampson Davis, X his mark 
S/ Archd. McLean, Jr., Clk 
 
And the said Sampson Davis exhibited in open Court the affidavit of Stephen Hollingsworth 
Sr. in support of his claims for a pension which was taken before Jno Averitt Esq., one of 
the Justices of this court. 
 
[John Hair gave a supporting affidavit is which he states: “....I further Certify that there is no 
Minister of the Gospel residing in my neighborhood.”] 
 
[p 30] 
State of North Carolina, Cumberland County 
 This Day Stephen Hollingsworth Senior personally appeared Before me John Averitt 
one of the Justices assigned to keep the peace in and for said County and maketh oath that 
he is well acquainted with Sampson Davis of Bladen County, that he knew said Davis 
during the Revolutionary war and was in the Service with said Davis six months as a 
volunteer in Captain William Ellis & William Handon Companies which was attached to 
Colonel Roberson's Regiments that said Davis Served faithfully as a soldier During that 
time and I the said Stephen Hollings [sic] further maketh oath that he was with the said 
Sampson Davis at another time three months at Caswell's Camp under William Ellis Captain 
and Thomas Roberson Colonel that the said Davis was a volunteer and served faithfully as a 
soldier during that time and the said Stephen Hollingsworth further maketh oath that he was 
with the said Davis one month as a volunteer at Little Pedee under James White Captain and 
Colonel James Richardson that he served that time faithfully as a soldier.   
    S/ Stephen Hollingsworth, X his mark 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me this 9th August 1834. 
S/ John Avertt, JP 
 
[p 24] 
State of North Carolina, Cumberland County 
 This day Sampson Davis personally appeared before me one of the Justices of the 
Peace in and for said County and made oath, that the services set forth in his Declaration 
heretofore made and the act of 7th of June 1832 Were as follows (viz.) He volunteered as a 
private soldier for six months under Captain William Ellis was marched to Wilmington by 
him and on Captain Ellis being appointed Major he was placed under the command of 
Captain Peter Robeson under whom he Served his tour of six months, his Company was 
Attached to Colonel Thomas Robeson's Regiment the Lieutenant of his Company was James 
Johnson.  The second tour he served was three months under James White who was attached 
to Colonel Richardson's Regiment during this tour he was marched to South Carolina in 
pursuit of the Tories, James Cain was Lieutenant of Captain White's Company in this 
service he was a volunteer.  He again volunteered & Served one month under Captain White 
& Lieutenant Cain his Company was then attached to Colonel Thomas Brown's Regiment 
during this service he was marched through Bladen, Columbus & Robeson County in 



pursuit of the Tories, owing to his old age and consequent loss of memory it is out of his 
power to State the times of his several services neither is it in his power to specify all the 
places he was at during his different Services though he Knows that he Served as above 
Stated. 
      S/ Sampson Davis, X his mark 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me the 27th of December 1834. 
S/ D. A. Davis, JP {Seal} 
 
[p 8] 
State of North Carolina, Bladen County 
 On this 2nd day of August 1853 personally appeared before the Court of Pleas and 
Quarterly Sessions of the county of Bladen and State aforesaid, Ruth Davis, a resident of the 
State of North Carolina and county of Bladen, aged ___ years, who being duly sworn  
according to law, doth under her oath make the following declaration  in order to obtain the 
benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed on the 3rd day of February 
1853, that she is the widow of Sampson Davis, a Revolutionary pensioner, who drew 
annually twenty three dollars and 33 cents.  Said Sampson Davis being a resident of Bladen 
County in the State aforesaid, and received his pension at the agency in Fayetteville North 
Carolina.  She further declares that she was married to the said Sampson Davis in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifteen; that her husband, the aforesaid Sampson Davis died on the 
27th day of Feb. 1840; that she was married to him at the time above stated.  She further 
swears that she was a widow at the passage of the act, and is still a widow, and that she has 
never before made application for a pension. 
 Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before the said Court. 
       S/ Ruth Davis, X her mark 
 
[p 12:  On April 18, 1855 in Robeson County North Carolina, Ruth Davis, 73, filed for her 
bounty land entitlement as the widow of Sampson Davis.  She signed this application with 
her mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 7 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in 
a like amount.] 


