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  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/7/10 

[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

     June __ the 1852 

 State of North Carolina County of Wake 

  Mrs. Polly Broughton aged 82 years this day personally appeared before me the 

undersigned an acting Justice of the Court of Please and Quarter Sessions in & for said County 

of Wake who being first duly sworn according to law deposeth as follows – to wit in order to 

receive the benefit of the act of Congress passed 2 February the 1848 or 29 of July 1848 in order 

to receive a pension for the Revolutionary Service of her deceased husband Joseph Broughton or 

Braughton in the Militia of North Carolina 4 tours of 3 months each making in all 12 months 

Service for which he received an Honorable discharge which she has often seen.  Her said 

husband resided or lived in Nash North Carolina when he joined the Services & served in Nash, 

Halifax & Wilmington.  She declares that her maiden name was Miss Polly Stansell or Stancil or 

Stansil and was married in the County of Johnson [sic, Johnston] North Carolina before the 4 day 

of January 1797 – the said date being the birth of her 1st child by her said husband whose name 

is Elizabeth Broughton which is – recorded in an old Bible annexed dated 1825 – together with 

the ages of all of her children to with Elizabeth, John, Sally, Benjamin, Jesse, Stephen & Joseph.  

She claims the benefit of the act of Congress made and provided in such cases.  She declares that 

she has remained a widow ever since her said husband's death who departed this life in the date 

1814 in the County of Johnson North Carolina.  She declares that the record annexed was copied 

from an older record which is now & has been lost many years ago. 

 She declares that she has often many years ago same her husband's discharge for said 

services but has been lost long since.  She renders as a reason for not heretofore applied for a 

pension that she was not married before the date 1794 and was not entitled to the benefit of the 

former acts. 

 Subscribed & sworn to before me 

       S/ Polley Broughton  

     
 

[fn p. 7: Jesse Broughton, testified that he is the son of Joseph and Polly Broughton; that he was 

born November 7 1806; that the record of the births of the children of his parents is in the 
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handwriting of John Hardy who copied it from the old original Bible now lost; and that he has 

seen the discharge of his father for his services in the revolution but it has been lost for many 

years.] 

 

[fn p, 14] 

North Carolina Johnston County 

 John Hardy a credible witness this day personally appeared before me Lunsford 

Richardson one of the Acting Justices of the peace of said County and maketh oath that this 

record found in this Bible in my own hand writing Bible dated 1825 drawn from an original 

record the names of the children of Joseph Broughton and Polly Broughton his wife: 

Elizabeth Broughton born Jannay 4 the 1797 

John Broughton Born Janney 2 the 1799 

Sally Broughton born Oct. 13 the 1801 

Benjamin Broughton born Apil 9 the 1804 

Jesse Broughton born Nov 7 1806 

Stephen Broughton born march 21 1809 

Joseph Broughton born Feb. 4 the 1812 

 Sworn to and subscribed this 2nd day of August 1852 

     S/ John Hardy 

 

[Veteran's widow was allowed a pension of $23.75 per annum commencing March 4th, 1848 for 

the services of her husband in the revolution.] 


