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Pension application of John Parish W5478  Rebecca  f30VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     8/29/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia, Brunswick County to wit 
 On this 22nd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court, before the Justices 
of the Court of Brunswick County, now sitting, John Parish a resident of Meherrin Parish in the 
County of Brunswick and State of Virginia aged eighty-two years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States 
under the following named Officers and served as herein stated.  That he volunteered in July 
1777 and served a Tour of six weeks under Captain Joseph Pables [Joseph Peebles?] and went to 
Norfolk, the Regiment was commanded by Colonel Frederick Maclin until the arrival of General 
Nelson who took the Command.  That in the year 1781 he served a tour of 3 months as a 
substitute for William Stainback, under Captain Edmond Wilkins, the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel Fleming [perhaps Charles Fleming] and General Muhlenberg [Peter Muhlenberg] the 
Commanding Officer, that he was the Wagon master for Fleming's Regiment and was discharged 
the 9th day of April of the same year 1781.  That in the year 1780 he served a Tour of six weeks 
as a substitute for John Turbyfille [John Turberville?] under Captain James Marshall, the 
Regiment was commanded by Colonel Richard Elliott.  That he served a tour of six weeks as a 
volunteer under Captain John Hide [?] guarding James River and was discharged by Patrick 
Henry the then Governor of Virginia.  That he was in no battle, and remained in Virginia, that his 
tours of service were performed in the lower part of the State and guarding James River.  That he 
has no documentary evidence to prove his services but recollects that Joseph Seward, Thomas 
Delbridge, David Wallton and William Stainback were either in the Service with him, or no of 
the acts above stated and that they now reside in the County of Brunswick. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.  Sworn to and 
subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ John Paris, X his mark 
[John Pritchett, a clergyman, and Joseph Seward gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p. 14: On September 23, 1833, the veteran filed another application in which she states in 
relevant part the following: "that he enlisted as a volunteer in the service of the United States in 
July 1777 and served a tour of 6 weeks under Captain Joseph Peebles in the Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Frederick Maclin commanding Officer General Nelson.  That in the year 
1780 he entered the service as a substitute for John Turbyfell under Captain James Marshall the 
Regiment commanded by Colonel Richard Elliott and served a tour of 6 weeks, no other field 
officer recollected.  That in the year 1781 he served a Tour of 3 months under Captain Edmond 
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Wilkins as a substitute for William Stainback, in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Fleming, 
he was appointed wagon master in said Regiment, and was discharged the 9th day of April 1781, 
but has lost or mislaid the said discharge, General Muhlenberg the Commanding officer.  That he 
entered the service as a volunteer under Captain John Hides and served a Tour of 6 weeks, the 
year not recollected but was discharged by Patrick Henry did then Governor of Virginia; That he 
was in no battle, was not marched out of Virginia & that his tours of service were performed at 
Norfolk and on James River – That he has no documentary evidence to prove his services; that 
Joseph Seward named in his former declaration hath departed his life William Stainback is in his 
dotage and Thomas Delbridge & David Wallton have removed to the Western country.  He 
knows of no other person by whom he can prove his services.  He hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on 
the Pension Roll of the agency of any state.  Sworn to and subscribed the day and year 
aforesaid." 
    S/ John Parish, X his mark 
[Lilly Orgain, a clergyman, and John Manning gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p. 28] 
The affidavit of Sherod Smith1 aged 72 taken in Mason's Hall at Lawrenceville, Brunswick 
County Virginia before John Wyche one of the Commonwealth's justices of the peace in & for 
the said County – The said affiant being first duly sworn on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty 
God saith that he has been acquainted with John Parish now present ever since the year 1777 – 
That in that year he served with him a Tower [tour] of 6 weeks in the Virginia Militia in the 
Regiment then commanded by Colonel Frederick Macklin and in Captain Joseph Peebles' 
Company – This affiant well recollects that the said John Parish was attached to the said 
company & Regiment during the whole 6 weeks & performed his duty as a Soldier in a good 
exemplary manner – 
 And further that in the year 1781 this affiant served a tour of 3 months in the Virginia 
militia.  That himself and the said Parish did not in this as in the former Tour belonged to the 
same Company.  Affiant going from Mecklenburg County to perform this last tour but he knows 
distinctly that the said Parish was out on duty with the Brunswick militia during the said 3 
months as they saw each other every week during that time – Serving as well as now recollected 
in the same Regiment though in different Companies – Given under the said affiant's hand 
       S/ Sherod Smith, X his mark 
 
[f p. 29] 
I Richard Fletcher2 a justice of the peace for the County of Brunswick do certify that I have been 
acquainted with John Parish of the said County ever since 1777 and that in that year I served a 
Tour of 6 weeks in the Virginia Militia in the Regiment then commanded by Colonel Frederick 
Macklin with John Parish and I further state that in the year 1780 or 1781 I served a Tour of 3 
months with the said Parish in the Virginia militia commanded by General Robert Lawson and 
that he performed his duty in an exemplary manner as far as I know or believe.  Given under my 
hand this 8th day of August 1833 
      S/ Rich'd Fletcher, JP 
 
                                                 
1 Sic, Sherwood Smith S1591 
2 FPA S8481 

http://revwarapps.org/s1591.pdf


[f p.  10: On March 21, 1842 in Brunswick County Virginia, Mrs. Rebecca Parish, 76, widow of 
John Parish, filed for her pension as his widow under the 1836 act stating that she married him in 
Brunswick County she believes in 1781; that they were married by Parson Landie; that her 
husband died February 5, 1836 and that she remains his widow.  She signed her application with 
her mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 6 months & 6 days in the Virginia militia.  His widow was pensioned in a 
like amount.] 


