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Pension application of David Beatty (Beaty)W4894  Isabella Beatty  f35NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves 7/1/06   rev'd 8/18/10 & 9/2/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of 
the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits 
and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been 
omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals 
rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 
1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Iredell County 

On this 20th day of August 1833 personally appeared in open court before the Justice 
of the Court of pleas & quarter Sessions now setting David Beatty a resident of the county of 
Iredell in the state of North Carolina aged Seventy one years who being first sworn in due 
form of law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers 
and served as herein stated: That in the Summer of the year 1780 he volunteered his services 
as a Substitute for his father Thomas Beaty [sic, Beatty] in a company of militia commanded 
by Captain Dixon [Joseph Dickson] —This company was to hold themselves always in 
readiness to march at a moment's warning & were called minute men. Under this arrangement 
he served two tours of two weeks each under Dixon after which Dixon moved out of the 
bounds of the company and the applicant served two other tours of two weeks each under 
Capt. Huggins [William Huggins] making altogether that Summer.   2 months 

That in the early part of the year 1781 Gen. Davidson [William Lee Davidson] 
proclaimed that whoever would enter the service of the country for the purpose of opposing 
the progress of Lord Cornwallis then in pursuit of Morgan [Daniel Morgan] should for six 
Weeks service be allowed for three months service, that he entered this corps as a volunteer 
under Capt Higgins and served six Weeks joining the army under Col. Williams at Beaty's 
ford [sic, Beatties ford] & was guarding the Tuckaseegee Ford at the time [February 1, 1781] 
the British Crossed above. Applicant pursued in the rear of the British Army into Guilford 
County where he joined the army under Gen. Greene [Nathanael Greene] and was discharged 
about two days before the battle at Guilford Court house [March 15, 1781] having served in 
this tour. This tour was in the foot [?]1        1 ½  

The next service was also in the year 1781. He entered as a volunteer in the horse 
under Capt. Locke [John Locke] for three months and joined the corps under Col. Locke 
[Francis Locke] and Gen. Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] on Little River in Rowan County 
and marched to Fayetteville (then called Cross Creek) and then to the east fork of Cape Fear 
[River] and marched & counter marched in the country near Wilmington which we entered at 
                                                 

1  [perhaps meaning he served on foot in the infantry as opposed to the cavalry] 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


the time it was evacuated by the British army and returned thence to Salisbury where he was 
discharged having served this tour _        3.00 

          6 ½ mo. 
and for this service he claims a pension. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension except the present and 

declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any state. 
He was born in Rowan County North Carolina in the fall of the year 1761. 
He has a record of his age in a Bible in his possession. 
He was living where he now does in Iredell County N.C. at that time Rowan [County] 

& where he entered the service & has lived there ever since. 
He has stated above the manner in which he was called into the service & for whom he 

was a substitute. 
He was under Gen. Greene in Guilford as stated above & has stated the general 

circumstances of his service. 
He says he always obtained discharges but several of them were destroyed by accident 

and on for the six weeks tour signed by Capt Higgins was forwarded to the War department 
last February and supposes that it has been lost by some means. The other discharges were 
signed by the Captains that he has mentioned as serving under. 

He says that this is no Clergyman in his neighborhood by whom he can prove his 
service and refers to William Falls Esquire & William Hargrove. 

Sworn & subscribed the day and year aforesaid before A. Simonton Clk. 
S/ David Beatty 

 
[William Falls and William Hargrove gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
John Mushat Swears that he believes he mailed the declaration of David Beaty in February 
last directed to the War department and enclosed therein a discharge given to him by Capt. 
Huggins for six weeks service. 
     S/ John Mushat 
 
[p 8: On February 24, 1853, Isabella Beaty a resident of Iredell County North Carolina, aged 
74 years applied for a widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of 
David Beaty, deceased, a revolutionary war pensioner at the rate of $20.88 per annum; that 
she married him at the home of Robert Huggins in Iredell County North Carolina in 
September 1807; that her name prior to her marriage was Isabella Huggins; that her husband 
died October 17 1845; and that she remains his widow. 

] 
 



[p 10: On February 24, 1853 in Iredell County North Carolina Rachel Beaty and Mary E. 
Beaty gave testimony that they are daughters of David and Isabella Beaty and that their father 
died on October 17 1845. 

] 
 
[p 26:  On March 8, 1853 in Iredell County North Carolina, Ephraim Beaty and Elizabeth 
West gave testimony that they were present at the marriage of David Beaty to Isabella 
Huggins in Iredell County at the residence of Robert Huggins in 1807; that they were married 
by James McRee, a Presbyterian minister.  Their relationship, if any to the veteran and/or his 
widow is not stated. 

 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20.88 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 
months and 8 days service as a private in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was 
pensioned in a like amount.] 


