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  Transcribed by Will Graves      7/7/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Wake County: August Sessions 1832 
 Personally appeared Burrell Whitehead of the said County of Wake aged about 80 [could 
be 81] years & who being duly sworn according to law makes the following declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed the 7th of June 1832 -- That he entered the 
United States Service under the following named officers & served as herein stated. That when 
he first entered the service he was living in Duplin County & entered & served six months under 
John Whitehead -- James Sherman Colonel William Clark Lieutenant marched first to Bluford's 
Bridge near were Willmington [Wilmington] in this State -- then marched to Richland Chapel at 
New River where he served part of his tour -- was in the Battle of Bluford's Bridge Colonel 
Brown was the Colonel & Linrardton [sic, John Alexander Lillington or Griffith Rutherford??] 
was the Genl. -- was also in another engagement with the British & Tories at Elizabethtown was 
discharged at Graham's Bridge -- has lost his discharge. He further states that he served another 
tour of 6 months in the Horse under Captain Affa Williams that he skirmish with the Tories in the 
lower part of this State was in no particular engagement was attached to the Wilmington district. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity except the present & declares that his 
name is not on the pension roll of any State. 
Sworn to & subscribed 
       S/ Burrill Whitehead 
[Josiah Barbee & Richard Jones attested to the credibility of the veteran and his reputation in the 
neighborhood as a revolutionary soldier.] 
 
[fn p. 7] 
State of North Carolina Wake County -- This day appeared in open Court Burrel Whitehead & 
being duly sworn according to law, makes the following declaration, amendatory to that 
heretofore made by him. He cannot state to a certainty when he first entered into the service -- 
though he knows his last tour was when Lord Cornwallis1 passed through North Carolina & he 
thinks his first tour was [indecipherable word or words blotted out, could be "not more"] than 
two years before -- that he received a wound in his left arm at Rockfish Bridge2

                                                 
1 In the spring and early summer of 1781 

 where his party 

2 This is PROBABLY a reference to the engagement on August 2, 1781, between Whig forces led by Brigadier 
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was surprised by the British under the command of Major Craig [James Craig] = This was 10 or 
15 miles from Wilmington = That this applicant does not know that he can get any living 
witnesses to his service -- as he now lives in Wake County -- a distance of 80 or 90 miles from 
where he entered the service -- That there is a minister living in his neighborhood -- but has not 
been living there many years & is not now at Court -- He refers however to the following persons 
who live in his neighborhood -- 
To the several interrogatories of the War Department -- this affiant answers -- 
To the first = was born in Edgecombe County NC & is 81 years of age 12 day of next March 
2 = has no record of his age = 
3 = was living in Duplin County when called into service =  
4 = was first drafted for 3 months & volunteered for 3 months -- in the foot -- was a volunteer in 
the Horse & found his own horse -- was out 6 months -- 
5 = only recollects Colonel Brown & Colonel Kenian [sic, Kenan?] & who was afterwards 
General does not recollect any names of [indecipherable word] officers -- as his memory is now 
greatly impaired -- 
6. Had a discharge = but has lost that & all his other papers = 
The 7 = interrogatory = he refers to the affidavit hereto attached. 
     S/ Burrell Whitehead 
[Isaac Hudson & John Babb gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[fn p. 13: on November 30, 1843 in Wake County North Carolina, Nancy Whitehead, 90, filed 
for a widow's pension under the 1838 & 1843 acts stating that she is the widow of Burrell 
Whitehead who was a pensioner at the rate of $45 per annum for his services in the revolution; 
that she married him in the year 1782 or 1783; that her oldest child as appears from a record of 
her brother was born May 23, 1784; that her husband died April 24 past; that she remains his 
widow.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $45 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 12 
months service as a private in the cavalry & infantry of North Carolina during the revolution.] 

                                                                                                                                                             
General Richard Caswell and British forces led by Major James Craig. http://gaz.jrshelby.com/rockfish2.htm 
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