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Pension application of Richard Plummer W4052  Susanna Plummer  f40NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    9/9/09: rev'd 12/8/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County} Court of Pleas & quarter Sessions September Term 
1832 
 On this 8th day of September A.D. 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Court aforesaid now sitting Richard Plummer residing in the County & State aforesaid aged 
Seventy-four years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  
That he entered the Service of the United States under the following officers and served as herein 
stated.  He first entered the service in the County of Smithfield State of Rhode Island under 
Captain John Angel Company attached to the Regiment commanded by Colonel Hitchcock this 
was by enlistment for a tour of nine months after the expiration of this tour which was performed 
in the year 1776 a year or 2 after he removed to the State of North Carolina where he entered the 
service for 9 months in Captain Thomas Devane's [Thomas DeVane, Jr.’s] Company of Militia 
which was attached to Colonel William Lord's Regiment he entered the service in Bladen County 
State aforesaid marched from there to the town of Wilmington where he we remained several 
months from there to Duplin Court House where I had a furlough for three months.  I then came 
to Cape Fear River I served during this service 6 months.  I again entered the service as a 
substitute for Thomas Locke in Captain Elias Fort's Company of Militia attached to Colonel 
Caswell's Regiment of North Carolina Militia we marched from Cumberland County into South 
Carolina & joined the Continental troops under General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln] at the Battle 
of Stono [June 20, 1779] though our company was not in the engagement.  After the expiration 
of my tour of service which was for three months I received a discharge & returned home.  I 
again entered the service as a substitute for Benjamin Lansdale in Captain Joseph Wood's 
company which was attached to Colonel Thomas Owen's Regiment marched from the County to 
South Carolina where we joined General Gates [Horatio Gates’] Army was in the Battle of 
Camden [August 15-16, 1780] where our troops were defeated we retreated into North Carolina 
& rendezvoused at Cross Creek now Fayetteville & was marched thence to Hillsborough thence 
to the Haw fields where I was discharged.  I again entered the service as a volunteer in Captain 
Peter Robinson's [Peter Robeson’s] Company of militia & was in actual service under him in 
pursuit of the Tories & served in several tours at least 12 months -- during this service I 
Company was attached to Colonel Brown's [Thomas Brown’s] Regiment & we were in the Battle 
at Elizabethtown [Tory Hole, August 27, 1781] where we beat the Tories.  These several tours 
were the last of his service. 
 Answers to Interrogatories1 of the War Department 
                                                 
1 The War Department promulgated regulations governing pension application format and requiring the following 7 
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1.  I was born in the County of Smithfield State of Rhode Island in the month of June 1758 
2nd.  I have not 
3.  I have already described my residences up to the Close of the War since which I have lived in 
the County of Cumberland & now reside there. 
4.  I have already stated the nature of my service. 
5th.  I have stated the particulars in answer to this Question as fully in my declaration as I can. 
6.  I have rec'd discharges but have lost or mislaid them. 
7.  I would state Colonel Charles McAlister, John McDaniel, Jonathan Evans & John Kelly 
Esquire I could state others if required. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a Pension or Annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any State or the agency of any State. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid 
S/ D. McDiarmid, Clk  
     S/ Richard Plummer, X his mark 
[Charles McAlister & Josiah Evans gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 39] 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions marched term 
A.D. 1833 
Present the Worshipful Esik Arnold, John Brown & Daniel Baker Justices of said Court 
 On the 8th day of March 1833 personally appeared in open court the court aforesaid 
Richard Plummer a resident of said County & State aged seventy-four years who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following further Declaration in addition to a 
declaration heretofore made in said Court at September Term 1832 in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provisions of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That in the year 1776 he served 
in Captain John Angel's Company in the State of Rhode Island a tour of nine months, that in the 
year 1778 he served at the Captain Thomas Devane's Company in the State of North Carolina a 
tour of 6 months, in the year following I served three months in Captain Elias Fort's Company in 
the State of North Carolina having been marched from the State 8 or 12 months thereafter I again 
entered the service under Captain Joseph Wood & served three months during which time I was 
in the Battle of Camden 5 or 6 months thereafter I again entered the service under Captain Peter 
Robeson as a Minute Man & served several tours during this & the following year, twelve 
months.  And the said Richard Plummer further declares that he is not aware of any individual 
who was in service with him who now survives except Captain Nathan King,2 Zachariah Reeves, 
& Stephen Hollingsworth.  And he further declares that the services above set forth were 
performed by him for which he claims a pension during which he was a Private Soldier. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
                                                                                                                                                             
interrogatories to be put to each applicant for a pension: 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 
do you now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a 
substitute, for whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and 
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 
2 Nathan King S7105 
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      S/ Richard Plummer, X his mark 
S/ D. McDiarmid, Clk 
 
[p 37] 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County 
This day Stephen Hollingsworth Senior3 of said County aged seventy-nine years personally 
appeared before the undersigned a Justice of the Peace in and for the said County, who being 
duly sworn deposes and saith that he is well acquainted with Richard Plummer of said County 
that he became acquainted with said Plummer during the Revolutionary War, that said Plummer 
was in the service with this Deponent in Captain Peter Robeson's company of Light Horse that 
this Deponent knows that said Plummer served in said Corps to the knowledge of this Deponent 
at least 9 months that Captain Robeson's company was attached to Colonel Thomas Brown's 
Regiment which was afterwards commanded by Colonel Thomas Robeson & Colonel Thomas 
Owen. 
     S/ Stephen Hollingsworth, X his mark 
Sworn to & subscribed before me this the 15th day of May 1833 
S/ Sampson Boon, JP 
 
[p 37] 
This day Zachariah Reeves4 a resident of said County aged about 77 years personally appeared 
before me the undersigned a Justice of the Peace in and for said County who being duly sworn 
Deposeth & saith that he is well acquainted with Richard Plummer of said County that he knew 
said Plummer during the Revolutionary War, that he knows that said Plummer served in Captain 
Peter Robeson's company of Light Horse at least 9 months that said company was attached to the 
Regiment successively commanded by Colonels Brown, Robeson & Owen. 
       S/ Josiah Reeves 

       
Sworn to & subscribed before me the this 15th day of May 1833 
S/ Sampson Boon, JP 
 
[p 9: On October 27, 1843 in Bladen County North Carolina, Susanna Plummer, 76, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Richard Plummer, a 
pensioner at the rate of $40 per annum for his services in the revolution; that she married him 
March 4, 1790; that he died February 17 1838 and that she remains his widow.  She signed her 
application with her mark.] 
 
[p 10] 
Copy of the Family Record of Richard Plummer 
Elizabeth Plummer daughter of Richard Plummer and Susanna his wife was born the 11th of 
 March in the year of our Lord 1792 and died November 15, 1817 
James S. Plummer was born November the 9th in the year of our Lord 1795 
Skinkin M. Plummer was born the 6th of January in the year of our Lord 1799 
 I Lucy Plummer certify upon oath that the above is a true & exact copy of Richard 

                                                 
3 Nathan King S7105 
4 Sic, Zachariah Reaves S41973 
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Plummer & his wife's family Record is in her hand writing. 
Sworn to & subscribed the 27th of October 1843 before 
S/ James Robinson, JP 
      S/ Lucy Plummer 

       
 
[p 13:  The image of the above record; it also contains the following additional information: 
"Sophia Beard was born 10th of May 1812" 

 

 
 
[Facts in file: p 34:  Susanna Plummer's maiden name was Moore according to testimony given 
in Cumberland County on June 20 1845 by Morning Scull, 81.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4, 1831 for service as a 
private for 12 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


