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Pension application of John Massey W4021  Mary Massey   f70NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     4/15/09: rev'd 7/7/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Transcriber's note: Since the documents in this file are very confusing and none appear to have 
been filed by either the veteran himself or his widow but rather by individuals claiming to be the 
heirs of the widow, I have elected to simply quote from a letter dated October 4, 1937 giving an 
abstract of the contents of this file.  That letter reads in relevant part as follows: 
"John Massey –W. 4021 
 The data relative to John Massey were obtained from papers on file in pension claim, 
W.4021, based upon his service in the War of the Revolution. 
 The date and place of birth of John Massey were not given, nor were the names of his 
parents stated. 
 John Massey was of "Tar River", North Carolina, and served as a private in the North 
Carolina troops from the year, 1776 at various times, was in the battles of Sullivan's Island, 
Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, and at the taking of Cornwallis, length of service about 2 
years.  The names of his officers were not given. 
 John Massey married in 1777 or 1779 in Granville County, North Carolina, Mary Potte—
(?).  He died in 1826 in Lincoln County, North Carolina, and his widow, Mary Massey, died 
September 3, 1843 in the Lincoln or Gaston County, North Carolina. 
 Reference was made to the following children of John Massey and wife, Mary -- Nancy, 
born about 1780; Lydia, born about 1789; James, date of birth not shown; John, date of birth not 
shown; Sarah or Sally, born March 22, 1796; William, born about 1805. 
 The following children survived their mother, Mary Massey, and were allowed the 
pension due her -- William Massie, Nancy Robertson or Robinson, Green Massey, Sarah (Sally) 
McCullough or McCulloch; all of whom were living in 1846 in Lincoln County, North Carolina, 
with the exception of Sarah McCullough who was living in Henry County, Georgia."] 
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