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Pension application of William Pendergast W26596 1 Juliet Onion2  f41Md 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   12/30/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
 
[p 19:  Power of attorney dated May 3, 1825 executed by Juliet Onion in which she recites she is 
the widow of John B. Onion as well as the widow of William Pendergast who “to the best of my 
Knowledge and belief that William Pendergast was a Lieutenant in the Army of the United States 
in the Maryland line during the Revolutionary war and served to the end of the same and that he 
was a foreigner and a single and unmarried man & had no other relatives in the United States and 
that I was married to him in Annapolis some years after the close of said war and that he died in 
said Annapolis about 35 or 40 years ago without leaving any children that she shortly afterwards 
married Mr. John B. Onion her last husband who has been dead about 12 or 15 years….”  By this 
power of attorney, she authorized her attorney to seek on her behalf such quantity of bounty land 
land to which she may be entitled as the widow of a Revolutionary war soldier. 

] 
 
[p 6] 
State of Maryland – Baltimore City 
to wit 
  On this 5th day of September 1842, personally appeared before me Chief Judge of 
Baltimore City Court Juliet Onion, a resident of the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland, 
age 74 years, who being duly Sworn according to law, doth, on her oath, make the following 
declaration, in order to obtain the benefits of the provisions made by the acts of Congress, passed 
July 7, 1838, and August 23rd 1842, granting pensions to Widows of persons who Served during 
the Revolutionary War: She is the widow of William Pendergast, who was a Lieutenant in the 5th 
Maryland Regiment in the War of the Revolution and Served during a period of about four years 
and left the Service at the Close of the War: She also declares that she was married to the said 
William Pendergast, at the City of Annapolis, Maryland, on, or about, the 15th day of September 
1784; That her husband the aforesaid William Pendergast died in the year 1787, or early in 1788. 
That she was not married to him prior to his leaving the Service, but her marriage took place 
previous to the 1st day of January 1794, viz.: at the time above Stated: That she further declares 

                                                 
1 BLWt1128-200 
2 Former widow 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


that after the death of the husband aforesaid She was married to John B. Onion, on or about the 
26th day of March 1789; That he died on the 27th day of June in the year 1813; and that She is 
Still a Widow. 
     S/ Juliet Onion 

     
 
[p 10] 
State of Maryland Anne Arundel County SS 
 On this 21st day of July in the year 1838, before me the Subscriber one of the Associate 
Judges of the Third Judicial District of Maryland personally appeared Nicholas Brewer a resident 
of the City of Annapolis in the County and State aforesaid age 67 years and well known to me as 
a person entitled to ample Credit – Who, being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
declare that he was personally acquainted with Lieutenant William Pendergast formally of the 
Maryland line in the War of the Revolution and also with his Wife Julia Pendergast [sic]. That 
their marriage at the City of Annapolis aforesaid, on or about the 15th September in the year 
1784, was a matter of public notoriety – That they were publicly known and acknowledged as 
Man and Wife and the legality of their marriage was never question or doubted. That after the 
death of said Pendergast the said Julia, his widow intermarried with a certain John B. Onion who 
died many years ago and She the said Julia has since remained a widow now resident at the City 
of Baltimore. 
    S/ Nichs. Brewer 

     
 
[p 12:  On July 19, 1838 in Anne Arundel County Maryland, John Hurst, 70, gave testimony 
supporting the marriage of Julia to William Pendergast in 1784 stating that Julia [sic] had been a 
schoolmate of the deponent a short time prior to her marriage. 
S/ John Hurst 

] 
 
[p 8:  On August 31, 1842 in Baltimore, Maryland, John Brice, in the 72nd year of his age, a 
resident of the City of Baltimore gave testimony that he knew Miss Juliet Maybury of Annapolis 
at the time of the War of the Revolution; that Juliet Maybury married William Pendergast who 
was then called “Captain” who had been an officer in the Maryland line during the war of the 
Revolution; that William Pendergast and Juliet dwelled with her Father Captain Maybury of 
Annapolis; that Juliet is the widow of said Pendergast; that after his death she married John B. 
Onion of Hertford County Maryland; that she is now a widow and residing in the City of 
Baltimore. 
S/ John Brice 

] 
 



[p 18] 
Land office, Annapolis, 

1st September, 1842, 
I hereby Certify, that it appears by the Muster rolls of the Revolution, remaining in this Office, 
that William Pendergast, was appointed a Lieutenant, in the 5th Maryland Regiment, on the 29th 
day of October, 1779. And by a “List of Officers of the Maryland line” also remaining in this 
Office, showing their rank, time of service, when left the service, and their place of residence,” It 
appears, that William Pendergast, a Lieutenant, was four years in service, left the Army at the 
dissolution, and resided in Annapolis, and that I am unable from the imperfect state of the 
records, to ascertain the Company, to which the said Lieutenant William Pendergast belonged. 
    S George G. Brewer, 
    Register N Office W. S. Md. 
 
[Veteran’s former widow was pensioned at the rate of $320 per annum commencing March 4th, 
1836 for her former husband’s service as a Lieutenant in the Maryland Continental line.] 


