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Pension application of Thomas King 1 W26185 Elizabeth King  f57NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      rev'd 4/20/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Note: The version posted on Ancestry.com is much more legible that the version posted on 
Fold3.com, but some pages appear to be missing from the Ancestry.com version.  Both, 
however, are less than optimal.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Orange County 
 On this the 24th day of August 1833, Thomas King aged between eighty-five & ninety 
years, personally appeared before William Hoover, Esq., a Justice of the Court of Pleas & quarter 
Sessions in & for said County & State, & the said Thomas King being duly sworn according to 
law deposeth & saith that he is a resident in the County of Orange aforesaid and has resided in 
said County of Orange aforesaid for more than seventy years according to the best of his 
recollection, that he resided seven or eight years on the Ledge of Rock in Granville County [in] 
said State about ten miles from his present residence.  That he was born in Hanover County in 
State of Virginia as he has been informed and believes and that his parents emigrated from 
Virginia to Orange [County, North Carolina] aforesaid when he was but a child six or seven years 
old.  He further saith that he by reason of old age & infirmity of body & mind, that he is unable 
to remember & detail the particulars of his service in the revolutionary war.  He further saith that 
he served two tours of three months each as a private in the Militia service.  That his Captain at 
home both times, was William Ray that he stood his draft each time.  The drafted Militia were 
marched to Hillsborough, the seat of Justice for Orange aforesaid and there placed under the 
command of their proper officers.  His first tour was served in the region of Country West of 
Haw River and most about the Big Alamance in search of Tories & to keep them from rising and 
embodying.  The names of his officers he cannot remember, though he has used his best 
endeavors to do so, nor can he now recollect any person or circumstance to refresh his memory.  
The deponent though well remembers the service after serving the time for which he was drafted, 
he was discharged & returned home.  Afterwards, as deponent thinks, about or perhaps more than 
two years, he served another tour of three months, he then served as he is informed & believes 
under the immediate command of Captain John McFarland with General Butler [John Butler].  
This tour was mostly served in Orange & Chatham Counties – he was discharged a few days 
before the battle at Lindley's Mill [September 13, 1781] with the Tories.  He was regularly 
discharged & returned home.  The deponent knows nobody within his reach except Claiborne 
Parrish2 who knows of the latter tour & who was in the service with him. 
 The memory of deponent is almost entirely broken up & he knows but little except that 
he was twice out & served both tours, being tours of three months each until regularly 
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discharged.  The deponent saith that he trusts the Justice & benevolence of his Country will deem 
his case sufficiently made out & especially as Deponent trusts that his neighbors will bear ample 
testimony that a life of 70 years since he became a man, has been uniformly marked with humble 
but honest endeavors & that no taint affecting he is integrity or honesty has been breathed upon 
his character. 
 The deponent further saith that his name is on no pension roll to his knowledge – and he 
hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & that his 
name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 The deponent further saith that his age and infirmity is such that he cannot go to 
Hillsborough to have his case prepared. 
 The foregoing Statement Sworn to & Subscribed before me 24th of August 1833. 
 S/ Wm. Hoover, JP 
     S/ Thomas King, X his mark 
[Williams Harris, a clergyman, gave a standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of North Carolina Orange County 
 Claiborne Parrish of Granville County personally appeared before me William Hoover 
one of the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions in & for said County of Orange he 
being duly sworn deposeth & saith that he has known Thomas King an applicant for a pension 
under the Act of Congress of the 7th June 1832 for fifty-five or sixty years that he knew him in 
the Army when they were Brother Soldiers under General Butler & under the immediate 
command of Captain John McFarland, that he served a tour as he believes in Chatham & Orange 
County against the Tories that he was discharged & returned home & a few days before the battle 
with the Tories at Lindley's Mill.  The deponent sayeth that the memory of said Thomas King has 
greatly failed by old age.  That he has uniformly borne as honest a character as any man in the 
County of Orange – and that deponent believes every neighbor of said King will bear willing & 
cordial & [several words too faint to discern] to the good & honest character of said King. 
Sworn to & subscribed before me the 24th August 1833 
S/ Wm Hoover, JP    S/ Claiborne Parrish, X his mark 
 
[p 9: Purports to be the last will and testament of Thomas King as probated in Orange County 
North Carolina in which he names his wife Elizabeth, his son Thomas, his youngest son, 
daughter Dicey King and Marsha Ann King.  He names his wife executrix and his friend James 
Leathers as executor of his estate.  The will is dated January 18, 1832.  The will was probated in 
the May Term 1834 of the Orange County North Carolina court.] 
 
[p 12:  On December 16, 1854, Elizabeth King, 68, made application for a widow's pension 
stating that she married Thomas King in February 1819 or thereabouts by Robert Harris, JP of 
Orange County, NC; that her maiden name was Elizabeth Brown; that her husband died 
December 16, 1834 or '35, a pensioner of the US at the rate of $20/annum.  She signed her 
application with her mark.] 
 
[p 16:  On April 18, 1855 in Orange County North Carolina, Elizabeth King, aged about 68, 
made application for her bounty land entitlement as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner.  
She again states that she married her husband in February 1819; that her maiden name was 
Elizabeth Brown; and that her husband died December 26, 1834 or 1835.  She signed this 
document with her mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 



a private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


