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Pension application of Humphrey Bates 1 W25204  Rachel Bates   f44NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/17/08 rev'd 8/31/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky, Rockcastle County 
 On this twenty-sixth day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Justice[s] of the Rockcastle County Court being a Court of record, Humphrey Bates resident of said 
County and State aforesaid aged 67 years, who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 7th June 
1832. 
 That he entered the Service of the United States under the following named officers and served 
as herein stated.  He volunteered in the County of Burke North Carolina in the year 1781 under James 
McFarland Captain, George Walker Lieutenant, Peter Rust, Ensign.  He was first marched to Davis' 
Station on the head of the Catawba River where we remained, spying and scouting on French Broad, 
Swannanoa & the aforesaid Catawba [rivers] until we were discharged having been in actual service 
three months. 
 He volunteered again in the same year under the same Captain against the British and Tories – 
marched to Sherrill's Ford on the Catawba River and near there joined Colonel Charles McDowell's 
Regiment and marched through the country between Salisbury and Charlotte & joined General 
Rutherford's [Griffith Rutherford's] Brigade – then marched through North Carolina and crossed the 
Pedee [River] at the mouth of the Hughwond [Uwharrie?]2, so-called, then proceeded to N. West Cape 
Fear [River] then to the Raft Swamps – and then were Stationed a while we were particularly in pursuit 
of Colonel Fanning [David Fanning] & Col. Elrod [John Elrod] – we next marched to N. E. Cape Fear 
and on the way we joined Governor Martin [Alexander Martin].  We were stationed at N. E. Cape Fear 
until Cornwallis was taken [October 19, 1781] & until the British left Wilmington.  We then guarded 
the wagons home & were discharged; this tour was for three months and he served it out in actual 
Service.  In the latter part of the summer of 1782 he volunteered again under Captain John Watson 
against the Cherokees – Joined Colonel Miller's [Lt. Col. James Miller's] Regiment & marched to the 
West side of French Broad & remained there until joined by Colonel McDowell's Regiment then we 
marched to the Nation on the Tennessee River & through to the Middle Settlements – then turned to the 
head of the River & traversed the Country until we were discharged having been in actual service three 
months or upwards. 
 In answer to interrogatories put by the court he says-- first he was born in Lincoln County3 
North Carolina the 13th day of January 1765 according to information of his parents (having no record 
of his age).  His father moved from there to Burke County same State when he was very small and 
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applicant lived there when he entered the Service.  He afterwards moved to Rutherford County – and 
from there to Garrard County Kentucky where he lived upwards of 30 years & from there to Rockcastle 
County State aforesaid – where he now lives.  He received three discharges, but they are all lost.  He 
served as a volunteer each tour.  He was not acquainted with any of [the] regular officers. 
 He has no documentary evidence of his Service, nor does he know of any person living by 
whom he can prove his service except what he has proven by General Keneday [sic, Thomas 
Kennedy]4 whose affidavit he well here annex. 
 He is well acquainted with the Reverend James C. Barnes and Colonel Thomas Buford, who 
can testify as to his Character.  He hereby relinquishes all claim to a pension or annuity, except the 
present, & declares that his name is not on the roll of the agency of any State whatever. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the date aforesaid. 
       S/ Humphrey Bates 

       5 
[James C. Barnes, a clergyman, and Colonel Thomas Buford gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 31] 
State of Ky., Garrard County 
 This day came before me Nelson Burdett a Justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid 
General Thomas Kennedy and made oath that he knew Humphrey Bates now of the County of 
Rockcastle Kentucky, upwards of 50 years ago.  That their Fathers lived near neighbors in the County 
of Burke North Carolina.  That he has known him in the State of Kentucky also upwards of 30 years, 
most of which time said Bates has been one of his tenants.  That he knows said Bates volunteered in the 
service of the US in the said County of Burke in the Militia for three months under Captain James 
McFarland, in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Charles McDowell afterwards General McDowell 
but he does not remember the year.  That he marched to Wilmington, and was attached to the Brigade 
under General Rutherford.  That he believes he served out his engagement faithfully.  That this affiant 
has always understood, and has no doubt of the fact, the said Bates served another tour of three months 
under the same Captain near the head waters of the Catawba River, but he does not know to this of his 
own knowledge.  He will add also said Bates was always considered an active good soldier. 
 Given under my hand & seal this 8 September 1832. 
        S/ Nelson Burdett, JP 
 
[p 13:  On October 10, 1853 in Garrard County, Ky., Rachel Bates, 86, made application for a widow's 
pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of Humphrey Bates, a deceased pensioner of 
the United States for his services during the revolution, pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum; that her 
name at the time of her marriage was Rachel Mitchell; that she married her husband in Rutherford 
County, NC in 178__ ; and that her husband died March 23, 1853.  She signed her application with her 
mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: p 16 is a copy of a marriage bond dated September 29, 1788 issued in Rutherford County, 
NC, for the marriage of Humphrey Bates to Rachael Mitchell; Goinn Erwin, co-bondsman.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as a 
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private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


