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Pension application of Philip Bass W23482  Patsy Bass   f50NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/16/08 rev'd 8/30/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Missouri, Moniteau County 
 On this Twenty fifth day of November 1845 before the subscriber one of the Judges of the 
County Court in and for the County and State aforesaid (the same being a Court of Record and so 
decided by the law creating it) personally appeared Patsy Bass-- a resident of said County, aged Eighty-
one years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following 
Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed 7th June 
1838, Entitled “An Act granting half pay and Pensions to certain Widows.”  That she is the widow of 
Philip Bass who was a private in the Army of the revolution, and served in the whole two years in 
different tours of duty in the Militia of North Carolina: She is not able to state the names of his Officers 
as she had no personal knowledge of them – Nor the times of his entering the service – In the year 1786 
she was with her husband at Guilford Court House North Carolina, and he then pointed out to her the 
field of Battle [March 15, 1781] and showed her some cannon which had been used in the engagement 
and said he was in that Battle under General Green [Nathanael Greene]; she further Declares that she 
was married to the said Philip Bass on the 22nd day of January in the year 1782, in the County of 
Pittsylvania in the State of Virginia by Publication, that her Maiden name was Patsy Mullins, and that 
her husband, the aforesaid Philip Bass died the 12th day of January 1815, and that she still remains his 
Widow.  She further Declares that she was not married to the said Philip Bass prior to his leaving the 
Service – But that the marriage took place previous to the first day of January 1794, viz. at the time 
above stated. 
       S/ Patsy Bass, X her mark 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on the day and year first above mentioned. 
S/ Buford Allec, Judge 
 
[p 6:  Katherine Sortore gave an affidavit dated November 25, 1845 in Moniteau County, Missouri, in 
which she states that Philip Bass died in the State of Kentucky on January 12, 1815 leaving a widow 
named Patsy Bass, who remains his widow; that the family records of Philip and Patsy Bass were 
destroyed in a house fire of Matheldred Bass in the State of Kentucky.  She signed her affidavit with 
her mark.] 
 
[p 9:  Esther Renfro, 83, widow of John Renfro,1 gave an affidavit in Barren County, Ky, dated Sept. 9, 
1846; she states that she first became acquainted with Philip and Martha Bass in 1791 in Union 
District, SC; that their families removed to Ky at the same time; that Philip died in Ky and is buried 
about 7 miles from where Esther gave her affidavit [in Barren County, Ky], that Martha Bass continued 
the widow of Philip as long as she lived in Ky; that Philip and Martha had a son named William in the 
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spring after they settled in SC; that they already had two children at that time, Dread and Sarah and that 
they thereafter had several other children, to wit: Nancy, Isaac, Bird, Elizabeth, Polly & Kathy; and that 
Philip was reputed to have been a soldier of the Revolution.  She signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 12:  On April 12, 1851, Catherine Sortone gave an affidavit stating that Patsy Bass at the time of her 
death only has four children living, namely Elizabeth Bass of Cedar County, Missouri; Polly Goodman, 
wife of John Goodman of Morgan County, Missouri; Talbert Bass of Cooper County, Missouri; and 
Sally Wood, widow of Pleasant Wood of Barren County, Ky.; Catherin Sortone, formerly Catherine 
Bass and her husband John Sortone reside in Moniteau County, Missouri.  She signed her affidavit with 
her mark.] 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836, for her 
husband service as a private in the North Carolina service.] 


