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Pension application of Thomas Martin W21740  Sabra Martin  f34NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     4/13/09: rev'd 7/3/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 8] 
State of South Carolina York District 
 On this 16th day of October personally appeared in open court before William D. Martin 
Judge of the Court of General sessions and Common Pleas now sitting Thomas Martin a resident 
of York District in the State aforesaid aged Seventy Six years who being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
1st Was born in Brunswick County in the State of Virginia on the 11th of May 1756. 
2.  He has a copy of his Father's record of his age now in his possession. 
3.  Was living in Chatham County in the State of North Carolina at the time he entered the 
service of the United States -- removed thence to Lincoln County in North Carolina about the 
year 1781 & thence across the line into York District immediately after the close of the war 
where he now lives. 
4.  He entered the service of the United States as a Volunteer. 
5.  He enumerated several regular officers, viz. -- General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene], Capt. 
Jones [Tract William Jones], & Col. Thomas Wade [Anson County militia regiment].  He does 
not recollect any of the Continental or militia regiments of which transpired during his service he 
recollects as being upon scouting parties & after General Greene removed his Army: which he 
says was after the battle of Cow-Penns [sic, Cowpens, January 17, 1781], he was employed 
under Col. Thomas Wade gathering Cattle & hogs for General Greene's Army --after being 
discharged from the service of Capt. Jones he again volunteered in the service of the United 
States under the Command of Capt. Shuford, in Lincoln County, and proceeded from thence to 
the pleasant Gardens & from thence to the Cherokee Nation, & there burnt their towns and 
destroyed their Corn.  The principal Commander being General McDowell [Charles McDowell], 
Col. McDowell [Joseph McDowell] & went on committing depredations as far as the middle 
settlements in the Cherokee Nation & soon after was dismissed, the whole of his service was 
volunteer in the United States Army amounting to about six months. 
6.  He says he received a discharge from service & says that it was given by Capt. William Jones 
& says that it has been misplaced or lost which he cannot find. 
7.  He mentioned the names of Rev. George Wilkie, Capt. James Fulkerson, Major Bird, as 
persons with whom he was acquainted in his immediate neighborhood, & who can testify that he 
is a man of veracity & also believe him to be a soldier of the revolution.   
 Sworn to & subscribed to October 16th 1832 in open Court 
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S/ A. McWhorter, CCCC 
      S/ Thos. Martin 

      
[George Wilkie, a clergyman, and James Fulton gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 6] 
State of South Carolina York District 
 On this the 29th day of March 1833, personally appeared Thomas Martin and for answer 
to objections made to his application for a pension made before Hon. William D. Martin, at the 
Court of Sessions & Common Pleas for York District October Term 1832, which said application 
has been returned as defective & the objections thereto marked in red ink on a paper of 
accompanying the same, deposes & says 
1st In answer to the First objection, made viz: "Has [?] the Declarant mentioned the period or 
periods of war when he served."  -- He says he thinks it was in the year 1780 at all events it was 
during the time the Battle of the Cowpens was fought -- and he remembers distinctly that he had 
returned home but a short time previous to the battle which took place at Guilford, North 
Carolina [March 15, 1781] he further says that he is old and cannot remember dates as distinctly 
as he wants could. 
2nd In answer to Second objection viz. "Has [?] he mentioned with precision the length of his 
service & the different grades in which he served, in language so definite as to enable the 
department to determine to what amount of pension that he is entitled."  -- He says as follows.  
He served six months in the militia horse as a private. 
3rd He hereby relinquishes every a other claim to a pension, except the one under the act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832 & declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency 
of any State. 
4th He now has no documentary evidence, but once had a discharge given by Capt. William Jones 
which he has lost -- there is no living witness of his service & such proof cannot now be had by 
him. 
Sworn to & subscribed March 29th 1833 
S/ A. Akin, JP 
      S/ Thos. Martin 
 
[p 12: On October 1, 1840, in York district South Carolina Sabra Martin, 81, filed for a widow's 
pension stating that she is the widow of Thomas Martin a pensioner for his services in the 
revolution; that she married him in March 1776 and that he died May 13 1835; that she knows of 
no record of her marriage except as may be proven by the record in her husband's handwriting of 
the births dates of their children which he gave as follows:  
[p 4] 
Thos. Martin was born May the 11 1756, Sabra Martin was born May the 13: 1759 
William Martin born December 17th 1776 
Thomas Martin born December 12th 1778 
John Martin born August 24th 1781, died March 16th 1783 
John Martin born February 27, 1784 
Elisabeth Martin born January 20, 1787 
Valentine Martin born March 15, 1790 



 
[p 5: in addition, the following names and birth dates are given in the original record but there is 
no indication of the relationship to the veteran and his wife: 
Jinney Martin, daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth, born December 7, 1825 on wensday 

 
Sarah Martin was Born Febuary the 8th day 1800 in Snow 



 
Absalom Martin's children: 
 Joab Martin born December 10th, 1819 
 Poley S. Martin born May 28th, 1821 
 Valentine Martin born December 16th, 1822 
 Josiah Martin born February the 22, 1824 
 Sabra H. Martin born November the 30th, 1825 
 Syrene B. Martin born February the __, __ 

 
[Facts in file: Sabra, wife of the veteran was born May 13, 1759; her maiden name is not given.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $25 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private in the North Carolina militia (cavalry); his widow was pensioned in a like amount to 
commence on May 14, 1835.] 


