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Pension application of Joseph Lee (Leigh) W20440  Milly Lee  f21NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/25/08: rev'd 5/19/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of North Carolina, Edgecombe County: SS 
 On this 22nd day of February 1848 personally appeared before Robert Ricks an acting 
Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, Milly Lee a resident of said County and 
State aged ninety-two years, who, being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath, 
make the following declaration in order to attain the benefit of the provision made by the 3rd 
Section of the act of Congress passed July 4th, 1836. 
 That she is the widow of Joseph Lee Deceased who was a Private Soldier of the North 
Carolina Militia, in the War of the Revolution.  That her husband the said Joseph Lee, entered the 
Service of the United States, in said War, some time in the year 1778, she thinks, while a resident 
of Martin County North Carolina; that he was drafted (she well recollects) three times, to go into 
the service of the United States in said War; and that he served out three tours of three months 
each, in the aforesaid War of the Revolution.  The name of all the Officers under whom her 
husband the aforesaid Joseph Lee served in said War (from old age, and the consequent loss of 
memory) she does not now recollect; but she well remembers to have heard her husband the said 
Joseph Lee say that he served a part of his time under General Ash [sic, John Ashe], and Colonel 
Eaton [Pinketham Eaton]; and, that he was in the Battle at Briar Creek [March 3, 1779] 1 and a 
part of his services (she believes) were rendered under General Gates [Horatio Gates]. 
 This Declarant the aforesaid Milly Lee (whose maiden name was Milly Bryant) further 
declares, that she was lawfully married to the said Joseph Lee in the County of Martin North 
Carolina near the line of Edgecombe, on the last day of August 1776, before he entered the 
Service; and that she was the Mother of one child (Viz.:) John Lee, and was pregnant with her 
Second Child Elizabeth Lee, when her said husband Joseph Lee entered the Service.  That her 
husband the aforesaid Joseph Lee, died in the month of June 1833, and, that she has remained his 
widow ever since that period.  She also, further declares, that the old family Bible which 
contained the ages of her children by the said Joseph Lee, was burned, when they had the 
misfortune to have their Dwelling burned down; & that she has not, now, any family Register, or 
Document, that will go to prove the date of her marriage to the said Joseph Lee.  Sworn to & 
subscribed on the day and year above written before me. 
S/ Robert Ricks, JP 
       S/ Milly Lee, X her mark 
 
[p 17] 
State of North Carolina, Edgecombe County 
 On this 27th day of May 1847 personally appeared before me Larry D. Farmer an acting 
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Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, Lewis Todd,2 a Revolutionary Soldier and 
Pensioner of the United States as a rate of $49.16 per annum a resident of said County and State, 
aged eighty-five years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath, certify 
that he was well acquainted with Joseph Lee Senior Deceased who was the husband of Milly Lee 
of said County, and knows, that the said Joseph Lee, was a Private Soldier of the North Carolina 
Militia, in the War of the Revolution, for he served with the said Joseph Lee as much as six 
months he is certain, if not longer, in said war; and that they were in the engagement at Briar 
Creek, under General Ashe, in the 3rd Regiment of the North Carolina Militia commanded by 
Colonel Eaton.  He further certifies that he is well acquainted with the aforesaid Milly Lee, who 
is now a very old woman and that he knows her to be the widow of the said Joseph Lee Senior 
and that they were married, or said to have been married before her husband the aforesaid Joseph 
Lee entered the service; that he did not witnessed the marriage of the said Joseph and Milly Lee 
(whose maiden name was Milly Bryant) but that he has no doubt that they were lawfully 
married, before the said Joseph Lee entered the service in said War, or they lived together as man 
and wife, until the death of her husband the said Joseph Lee; and if his oldest child (John Lee) 
was now living, he would be, he thinks, about 70 years old.  Sworn to, and subscribed, on the 
day and year first above written before me. 
 S/ L. D. Farmer 
      S/ Lewis Todd, X his mark 
 
[p 14: NC Comptroller's Certificate of payments made to one Joseph Lee for service in the War 
of the Revolution as follows: 

 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $25 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
her husband service as a private for 7 months & 15 days in the North Carolina Continental line.] 
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