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Pension application of John Macalister [McAlister, McAllister]1 W1887 Sarah McAlister 
            f81NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/27/08: rev'd 7/27/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 6] 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions January Term 
1833 
 On the 25th of January aforesaid Personally appeared in open Court before the Worshipful 
Court aforesaid now Sitting, John MacAlister [sic] a resident of the County of Richmond & State 
of North Carolina aged Sixty Seven years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by 
the Act of Congress passed the 7th of June 1832.  That he entered the Service of the United States 
under Captain Moses Chambers, as a volunteer the first of October 1779 and Served three 
months in the Service of keeping guard at Haley's Ferry on Pedee River – the British being as 
was said in the Adjoining State viz.  -- South Carolina, that the 1st of January 1780 he 
volunteered his Services under Captain William Wall in the light horse of Richmond County as a 
minute man ready at all times when called into service and was in two engagements against the 
Tories at Betty's Bridge [sic, Beatti's Bridge, August 4, 1781]2 on Drowning Creek when Colonel 
Thomas Wade Colonel David Love Colonel Thomas Crawford and others commanded which 
first engagement was in the month of August and the last of September 1781 that he was in 
several skirmishes during the time of his service and in the month of February 1781 he was 
appointed Sergeant in Captain William Wall's Company that in the month of December 1781 he 
was sent with some Tories taken by Colonel Crawford and Captain William Wall as prisoners to 
the Town of Salisbury in Rowan County in this State as the officer of the Guard, and delivered 
them safe, but one that made his escape – that in the year of 1781 he was sent to Salisbury for 
ammunition that he had to go to General Rutherford's [Griffith Rutherford's] 15 miles N. W. of 
Salisbury before he could get any for Colonel Thomas Crawford and Captain Wall's company, 
that his Services is known to Walter Leak Sr.,3 William Thomas,4 Elias Gardner5 and others, and 
that the Court before whom he is making this declaration have always understood that John 
McAlister was a Whig and a Revolutionary Soldier and that he further made oath that he served 
two years and three months in the Service of the United States two years of which time he served 
in the capacity of first Sergeant in Captain Wall's company of Horse they being always called out 
to serve the neighboring Counties of Moore & Robeson, formerly Bladen, where the enemies of 
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the Country or of the American cause resorted to and lived in, that the before mentioned, Wade, 
Love, Crawford and Edward Williams were the different Colonels he served under, that he 
believes he had a Sergeants or Cornet's Commission but has lost it by reason that he never 
expected to have any use or call for it, that after the British left this State the Tories were not 
troublesome and the Whigs slackened in searching for them, and they were not called out, and 
his discharge, if he had one, it is lost as well as his commission and that at the last Battle at 
Beatti's Bridge he John McAlister was the only Scotchmen who was in the American Army of 
perhaps 400 men that he well was known to be a Whig by many men in Anson & Montgomery 
and now Richmond Counties that are now deceased and gone to their long home. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open Court the date above stated 
Test: M. C. Crawford, Clk 
     S/ John McAlister6 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a Pension, or annuity, except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State, Sworn to & 
subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
Test: M. C. Crawford, Clk 
     S/ John McAlister 
[Martin T. Crawford, a clergyman, and Elias Sinclair gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
[p 8] 
Interrogatories put by the Court 
1st  Where and in what year were you born? 
 Ans, I was born on the 12th of February 1765 in Argyle Shire in Scotland 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
 Ans, I have it in my family Bible at home 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
 Answer, when I volunteered my Services I live with my Father in the County of 
Richmond, a part of Anson County formally and has lived in the County of Richmond ever since 
and live in the same County now 
4th  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
 [no answer given] 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
 Answer, I never was a Soldier under a Continental officer served under Captain Wall & 
Colonel Thomas Crawford and Colonel Wade Colonel David Love, & Col. Edward Williams and 
some other officers, when we all assembled together and went on to fight Colonel Fanning 
[David Fanning] & Colonel McNeill [Hector McNeill] and Col. Elrod [John Elrod] which 
commanded the Tories as we were told 
6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 
 Answer,  I do not remember whether I ever had a discharge or not, If I had it is lost, I 
never thought it was worth much, I was young and thought every one of my old companions in 
arms would know I was a friend to my Country, for I call it so, for I came to this Country in the 
latter end of 1775 before Independence was declared 
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7th  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution. 
 Answer, Walker Leak Sr., William Thomas, Elias Gardner and Moses Knight7 which were 
with me in service and in Battles, and some others if they were here, Lot Stricklin,8 Captain 
Stephen Cole9 of Robeson [sic, Robertson] County, Tennessee, and his brother James Cole10 also 
of Tennessee, they were with me in services 
 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions January Term 
1833 
 Personally appeared in open Court Walter Leak Sr., William Thomas, Elias Gardner and 
Moses Knight which being severally sworn according to law deposeth and say that they were 
well acquainted with John McAlister at different times during the War that he was a Whig and 
friend of his Country and that they have full confidence in the truth of his Statements. 
 Sworn & subscribed in open Ct. January 25, 1833 
       S/ Walter Leak, Sr. 
       S/ Moses Knight 
       S/ William Thomas 
       S/ Elias Gardner11 
 
[p 50] 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County 
 This day personally appeared before me the undersigned one of the Justices of the Court 
of Pleas & Quarter Sessions, John McAlister who being duly sworn according to law deposeth & 
saith That by reason of old age & the consequent loss of memory he cannot furnish the war 
department with any other data corroborative of his length of service except that which is set 
forth in his declaration he distinctly recollects that he entered the service under Captain 
Chambers in the fall of 1779, that afterwards he was under Captain Wall in January 1780 as a 
minute man and was held in constant readiness at all times to combat the Tories who in this 
Section of the Country were commanded by Colonel Fanning & Colonel McNeill, and that 
although they were not constantly engaged in actual Service for frequently a week or two might 
intervene, yet they were so much so, that all other avocations with him were abandoned and he 
devoted himself entirely to the service of his Country, and although he cannot procure any 
persons now living who can swear to the actual time or length of service yet he has not a doubt 
left upon his mind that he served as before sit forth two years & three months, two years of 
which in the character of 1st Sergeant – and however improbable it may be to the War 
department, that he should have been promoted as Early as 1780, which would make him at that 
time 15 years old and not 13 or 14 as the war department says he would mention that he was 
remarkably well grown and as Evidence of it he married between his 17th & 18th year, He states 
that his age as put down in his declaration is a mistake, that he was 68 the 12th of February 1833, 
and as a proof that it was a mistake in those who drew off his declaration he cites the attention of 
the department to his answer to the first Interrogatory, as put by the court, where he states that he 
was born 12th of February 1765; another circumstance which he would mention which might go 
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to explain the cause of his being so Early promoted, viz., he was as he before stated a Foreigner, 
had not long been in the Country, and had given sufficient Evidence by his having volunteered 
under Captains Chambers & Wall that he was attached to the American cause, while hundreds of 
others who were native citizens proved Traitors.  It is to this circumstance that he thinks he is in 
no small degree indebted for having thus Early held the appointment of 1st Sergeant. 
 He further states that the way he arrives at the length of his service, and its being so 
strongly impressed on his mind is that he recollects that he was engaged from his 
commencement until the spring or summer after the British had evacuated Wilmington, which he 
thinks was in the fall of 1781.  Another circumstance which goes to Impress his length of service, 
that he was engaged from the commencement until some months after the Battle at Beatti's 
Bridge, that he recollects well when the Whigs from this Section returned from Wilmington, 
bringing the news of the Surrender of Cornwallis [Yorktown, October 19, 1781]. 
 He further states to the department as proof indubitable, of his being continually engaged 
in the service the fact that four fifths of those who have applied from this County for a Pension 
refer to him as having been with them fighting the Battles of his Country. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me this 4th May 1833  
S/ J. O. Knight, JP 
      S/. J. Macalister 

       
 
[p 52] 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County: This day personally appeared before me the 
undersigned one of the Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions Walter Leak Sr a 
Revolutionary Pensioner & William Thomas who made oath that they were well acquainted with 
Jo. McAllister during the revolutionary war, that they were with him in one or more Battles at 
Beatti's Bridge and that he was a Whig & friend of his Country. 
 I Walter Leak do further state that I am now in my 72nd year & that the first time I ever 
saw John McAlister which was in 1780 that he was then as I considered grown & always thought 
older or as old as myself.  Sworn to and subscribed before me May 4th, 1833 
S/ J. O. Knight, JP 
     Sworn  S/ Walter Leak 
       S/ William Thomas 

      
 
[p 49] 
North Carolina, Richmond County: court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions July Term 1833 
 Personally appeared in open Court John McAlister of the County of Richmond who being 
first duly sworn deposeth & saith that neither in his original nor in his amended declaration did 
he intend to convey the idea that he was two years in one continuous service for such was not the 
case; but the two years of service alleged in the capacity of a Sergeant embraced different 
periods with short intervals. 



 In consequence of the loss of memory the applicant cannot swear positively to the length 
of his service, or the length of the intervals spent at home; (which time spent at home was on 
leave of his commanding officer) but according to the best of his recollection he served not less 
than the periods mentioned below, & in the following grades: -- For three months he served a 
private under Captain Moses Chambers, and for two years he served as a Sergeant under Captain 
William Wall: and for such service he claims a Pension.  The fact of the applicant having been a 
Sergeant is proved by the accompanying affidavit of John Dawkins12 now a Pensioner. 
Test: Elias Linclon, D. C. 
     S; J. Macalister 
 
[p 46] 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions July Term 1833 
 This day personally appeared in open court John Dawkins aged 84 who being first duly 
sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God deposes & saith that he was well acquainted 
with John McAlister in the Revolutionary war, that he knew him to have been a Sergeant as set 
forth in his declaration for that he well recollects that he was himself detached from the company 
to which he then belonged & went to Salisbury with some prisoners, under John McAlister who 
acted at that time as a Sergeant as he sets forth in his declaration. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open court the 17th of July 1833. 
     S/ John Dawkins, X his mark 
Test: S/ E. Lincoln, D. C. 
 
[p 74] 
State of North Carolina Richmond County 
 This day personally appeared before me F. S. Leak one of the Justices of the peace John 
McAllister Senr and after having been duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God 
declares, 
 That it is not in his power to furnish any other data than those given in his Second 
declaration.  All that he can state is more in the nature of Reputation than any Fresh Matter (viz.) 
That he Entered the service in October 1779 & served 3 Months, That in January 1780 he 
volunteered under Captain Wall who commanded a Troop of Cavalry & was denominated a 
"Minute Man" and although not constantly Engaged, for Frequently weeks and some time a 
month might intervene, when not in Service, Yet such was the nature that all other pursuit or 
Professions were by him abandoned except the profession of Arms, He stated in his Amended 
Declaration that he now repeats & which he hopes may have some weight, in Affording Data, the 
way he arrives at the length of his Service is as Follows, That in the first place he well recollects 
the period he entered, that he was engaged until some months after the Battle at Bettys Bridge.  
That he also recollects well being under Arms At the Times he received Intelligence from the 
Whigs who had returned from Wilmington NC, that Lord Cornwallis was Captured, Here then is 
a period sufficient to make up his claim as before sit forth, but on the other Hand the Question 
again returned, "How much of this Period did you serve," That he served some is Evident, but to 
State with precision How Much he Cannot But In consequence & for the last time he presents 
himself before the department, and Says, that although he may not be enabled to have complied 
with the Letter of the Act of 7th June 1832 (as Explained by the Department) yet that the default 
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is attributable to the Frailty of his Memory, In proof of this [indecipherable word]13 he 
respectfully calls the attention of the department to the Fact that four fifths of the applicants from 
this County have called on this affiant, to Substantiate their Claims & have on his Evidence in 
part Received pensions. 
 In conclusion believing you to be leary [? leery?] of Investigating that which I am 
Heartily Tired of prosecuting I once again ask an Attentive hearing to my whole case and will be 
satisfied in receiving whatever pittance You May think me Entitled To. 
January 9th, 1834 
     S/ J. Macalister  
 
[p 10:  On April 18, 1853, in Richmond County, Sarah McAlister, 58, made application for a 
widow's pension stating that she is the widow of John McAllister, a pensioner under the 1832 
act; that she married him on July 12, 1819 in the town of Fayetteville North Carolina; and that he 
died December 24, 1848.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 18] 
"John MacAlister married Sarah Haley [sic], widow of George Haley July 1819 & daughter of 
Marshall Diggs of Anson County." 
[Mrs. Mary Morrison gave testimony in Richmond County North Carolina that the above entry 
was taken from a family record made in the handwriting of John MacAlister in a copy of Scott's 
Commentaries; that affiant lived with the family of John MacAlister for several years and was 
very for me with his handwriting and with his family record; that the veteran died in December 
1848 and that Sarah remains his widow. 

] 
 
[p 22:  On April 18, 1855 in Richmond County North Carolina, the widow, aged 64, applied for 
her bounty land entitlement as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner; she again states that 
she married her husband in Richmond County in 1819; that they were married by Maston D 
Crawford, a Minister of the Gospel; and that her husband died December 24, 1848 in Richmond 
County.  She signed this application with her mark.] 
 
[Information in the file: Sarah McAlister filed in 1870 for the reinstatement of her pension after 
the Civil War; her name prior to her marriage to the veteran was Sarah Hailey [sic]; she was said 
to have been the veteran's fourth wife.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $60 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private in the militia infantry for 3 months and as a private in the militia cavalry for 12 months, 
all in the service of North Carolina.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.  Her pension 
was increased to $80 and 81 sense per annum after the Civil War with a further increased to $96 
per annum and 1868.] 
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