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Pension application of Richard Arthur 1 W1122 Clarkey Arthur f57NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/22/07 rev'd 7/31/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Carteret County 
 On this 18th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of the 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions now sitting Richard Arthur Senior a resident of the County of 
Carteret & State aforesaid aged 72 years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 
1832. 
 That he was [born] in Carteret County aforesaid some time in the year 1760, but has no record 
thereof.  Has resided in said County through life except occasionally when on voyages or journeys. 
 He was drafted about the time the British were besieging Charleston and marched under the 
direction of Major William Dennis to Kinston North Carolina where he was placed under the command 
of Captain William Blanks.  From Kinston marched with about 700 troops under the Command of 
General William Caswell for Charleston & arrived within 30 miles of that place when it surrendered.  
Was in company with a corps of Virginia Continentals2 some time as they marched for Charlotte & the 
Carolina troops recrossed the Pedee [River].  The light horse from Charleston attacked the Virginians 
after their separation & the Colonel being a brave fellow held out till many were killed.  The Carolina 
troops remained on this tour till relieved by General Caswell the elder.  He was a private & served eight 
months.  He has no documentary evidence & knows of no person who can testify to his services. 
 He received a discharge but has lost it – does not know by whom it was signed. 
 He is known to Elijah W. Pigott, Esqr. of Carteret County who can testify to his character for 
veracity & good behavior. 
 I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declare 
that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ Richard Arthur, x his mark 
[standard certificate of reputation for veracity and service given by Elijah Canaday and James Hart.] 
 
[p 13:  On may 16, 1853 in Carteret County North Carolina, Clarkey Arthur , 48, filed for a widow's 
pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of Richard Arthur a revolutionary war 
pensioner; that she married him March 16, 1827; that her husband died March 15, 1838 and that she 
remains his widow.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 15:  On August 4, 1853 in Carteret County North Carolina, Anson Lawrence and Anson Gillikan 
                                                 
1  BLWt26339-160-55 
2  Applicant appears to be making reference to the troops under the command of Col. Abraham Buford which troops were 

engaged by the British Legion under Banastre Tarleton at the Waxhaws and defeated in the Battle commonly called 
“Buford's Defeat.” on May 29, 1780.  The engagement is also called the Battle of the Waxhaws. 
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gave testimony that they were present on North River when Clarkey Arthur married Richard Arthur 
sometime about the 16th day of March 1827 in Carteret County North Carolina; that they were married 
by James W Hunt, JP.] 
 
[Facts in the file:  the widow lived long enough to file for the reinstatement of her pension benefits 
following the American Civil War.  The file contains interesting documents relating to the hurdles 
residents of former States of the Confederacy had to cross to regain their pensions.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $26.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 8 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.  Her 
pension was increased to $96 per annum commencing July 27, 1868.] 


