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Pension application of James Halks W10307  Rachel Curry1   f38VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/3/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 6] 
South Carolina 
 James Halks of Haywood County North Carolina personally came before me and being 
duly sworn declared with that sometime in the year 1776 he enlisted as a Common Soldier in the 
Army of the Revolution in the Service of the United States in the 2nd Continental Regiment of 
the Virginia line Colonel William Brent of General Mulenburgh's [Peter Muhlenberg's] Brigade.  
That at the time he enlisted the company was commanded by Lieutenant William Baskerville in 
the absence of Captain Lewis Burwell who was afterwards superseded by Captain Henry Dudley.  
That he first joined his Regiment at Williamsburg & headquarters of the main Army at Valley 
Forge – and marched from thence to Monmouth and was in the battle [June 28, 1778] at that 
place, as also in the attack on Stony Point [July 16, 1779].  That he regularly and faithfully 
discharge the duties of a soldier in the said Regiment for three years the period of his enlistment 
and something more and was discharged at Fredericksburg in Virginia in February 1781 by 
Major John Lee which discharge is lost. 
 The Declarer further saith that he is a native of the United States and has always 
heretofore & still resides therein & that from his reduced circumstances he needs the assistance 
of his Country for support. 
 Sworn to & subscribed 28th December 1818 
       S/ James Halks 

        
S/ David Johnson 
 
John Jeffries being sworn deposeth that he knew the with then James Halks as a common Soldier 
in the 2nd Continental Regiment of the Virginia line Colonel Brent, that he was informed & 
believes that he enlisted for three years and has every confidence that he served out the term of 
his enlistment. 
      S/ John Jeffries, X his mark 
[Attested in Union County South Carolina December 28, 1818] 
 
 
                                                 
1 former widow of veteran and Nathan Curry 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


[p 10:  On May 31, 1847 in Spartanburg District South Carolina, Thomas Garrett, 73, filed an 
application for a pension under the 1838 act on behalf of himself and the other heirs of Rachel 
Halks, the widow of James Halks, a revolutionary war pensioner at the rate of $8 per month; that 
James Halks married Rachel Thompson in 1781; that Rachel remained his wife until James 
Halks died in October 1820; that Rachel in October 1829 married Nathan Curry who died June 
10, 1843; that the said Rachel departed this life December 20, 1843 not having married after the 
death of Nathan Curry; that the affiant has in his possession the family Bible which belonged to 
and was kept by James Halks containing the record of the births of the children of said James and 
Rachel; that said record shows that their first child was Isaac born February 25, 1782; that affiant 
is the son-in-law of James & Rachel Halks having married Catharine, now one of the surviving 
children of James and Rachel.  The affiant signed his application with his mark.] 
 
[p 12: family register: 
Isaac Halk son of James Halk and Rachel his wife was born February the 25th 1782 
Catharine Halk Daughter of James was born [month illegible] 18th 1784 
John Halk son of the same was born June 27th 1786 
Nancy Halk Daughter of the same was born April 25th 1788 
Polley Halk Daughter of the same was born October the 16, 1792 
[first name is illegible] Halk daughter of the same was born February the 19 [could be 14] 1795 
Salley Halk Daughter of the same was born June the 23rd 1797 
Elizabeth Halk Daughter of the same was born December 22nd 1799 
 Mr. John Halks Bible 

 
 
[p 35: On November 8, 1847 in Greenville District South Carolina, Thomas Garrett, filed another 
document in which he states that at the time Rachel Thompson Halks Curry died she was a bye-
bye 3 children, Catharine Garrett, wife of the affiant, Nancy Nations and Sally Reese.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing December 28, 1818, for service 
as a private for 4 years in the Virginia Continental line.  His former widow's heirs were allowed a 
pension at the rate of $80 per annum commencing June 10, 1843 [when her 2nd husband Nathan 
Curry died] and terminating December 20, 1843 [when the widow died].] 


