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  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
To the Honorable John Juliens Pringle Esquire Speaker and the Members of the House of 
Assembly for the State of South Carolina 
The petition of Mary Magdalene Burger widow 
Humbly Sheweth 
 That your petitioner’s Husband Michael Burger on the commencement of the late War 
Enlisted in the Artillery of this State and regularly discharged his duty therein for the Term 
which he had Engaged. 
 That on his being discharged therefrom he served in the wagon department for several 
months, and then Enlisted in the Second Regiment of Foot, in which she continued until the 
Surrender of Charleston [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780] from 
which he was carried off, on board a British Ship of War as a prisoner. 
 That during his Continuance in the Service of the State, he discharged his duty to the 
Satisfaction of the Several Officers under whom he served. 
 That he is since dead, leaving your petitioner aged and infirm without any means of 
support, by which she is reduced to great distress. 
 May it therefore please your Honors to take your Petitioner’s Case into Consideration and 
to make such order for relief as shall seem just in your Honors’ wisdom.  And she shall ever pray 
    S/ Mary Magdalene Burger, X her mark 
 
[There was a report and resolution in the House of Representatives on October 10, 1788 denying 
the petition of the widow on the grounds that there was no proof as to the death of her husband 
while in the service of the State.] 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts are available on microfilm at the South Carolina Department of Archives & History in 
Columbia, SC.  They will eventually be available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  The file number has been assigned 
by the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. 
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