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South Carolina Audited Accounts1 relating to John Featherston [Fedderson]2 SC2902 pp7 
Audited Account No. 2567 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/27/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 2] 
  To his Excellency John Rutledge President &c of the Colony of South Carolina 
 The Memorial of John Featherston, a Free Negro man 
most Humbly Sheweth 
  That your Memorialist served on Board the Schooner Defense3 Captain Simon 
Tuff [Simon Tufts] for the Space of Seven Months, and never received more than two months 
pay though often applied to said Captain for the Balance of my Wages, and obtained for answer 
to apply to your Excellency. 
 Your said Petitioner applied to your Excellency who was pleased to tell him for his 
Captain to come to him. He neither can get him to come or to satisfy that your Memorialist is the 
man & what there remains due. 
 Your said petitioner is in the Public Service for this two Months under the command of 
Captain Grimball, most humbly prays your Excellency will be pleased to take the premises into 
Consideration and Order such relief as shall in his Wisdom shall seem meet.4  
 And in duty bound will ever pray &c &c &c 
     S/ John Featherston 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by 
the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The number behind 
the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the 
South Carolina Archives. 
2 This in index under the title “Free Negroes” in the SC Audited Accounts 
3 Defence.  Maclay:68, Paullin:420-421, ND3:1342, ND4:674, ND5:210, ND6:1441, ND7:23, SC Navy armed 
schooner, 35 crewmen, Capt Simon Tufts, fired on by British in Nov 1775. ND8:929, ND9:751, ND10:545, 657, 
ND11:49, 217, DaviesXIII:826, XIV:104-105, SC brigantine, Capt Thomas Pickering which captured the British 
ship Caesar, c 1777, and at other times, the Friendship, the schooner Nancy, and possibly the sloop Nancy, before it 
was itself captured by the British Perseus, and Roebuck, 2 Apr 1777. Coggins:103, brigantine/schooner in SC Navy, 
1775. R77:233, SC armed brigantine, Capt Thomas Pickering, from Charlestown, captured 2 Apr 1777 by British 
Perseus, Roebuck. C40, 66, 318. Probably Searcy:67, https://www.awiatsea.com/Hough/Hough%20List%20C-
D.html  
4 In Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of 1755, the first definition of the word “meet” he gives is “Fit; proper….”   
Johnson noted that even at that time the word “meet” was rarely so used.  It must have become fairly popular in 
South Carolina in the early 1800’s, however, as it appears in many petitions submitted to the SC Legislature. 
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Charles Town 
August 21, 1776 
 
The Public of South Carolina 
    To John Fedderson [sic]   Dr. 
    a free Negro 
1776 
 To three Months Wages on board the Schooner Defense 
  at £21 per month      £63 


