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  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/31/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 2] 
Petition of Henry Edwards praying to be placed on the pension list 
Pensions 
Granted 
 
[p 3] 
State of South Carolina 
 To the Honorable the President Speaker and members of the Senate House of 
Representatives of said State 
 The petition of Henry Edwards of Chesterfield district in the said State, respectfully 
Sheweth – 
 That your petitioner enlisted in the second Regiment, commanded by Colonel Francis 
Marion, soon after the commencement of the war of the Revolution, and continued in said 
Regiment, until the surrender of Charleston [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 
12, 1780]2 when he escaped capture by [undeciphered word]3 himself and afterwards escaping 
from the City. 
 When the spirit of the country began to revive, your petitioner joined General Marion, 
and served with him in the militia service, until the end of the war, during which time – he was in 
the Battle of Quinby [Quinby’s Bridge, July 17, 1781] and Eutaw [Eutaw Springs, September 8, 
1781], at both of which he was wounded. At the first, in the lower part of the abdomen, and at 
the Last, by a ball in the breast, which was never extracted, and from which in his old age, he has 
experienced much pain and uneasiness. 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by 
the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The number behind 
the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the 
South Carolina Archives. 
2 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/  
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 [Undeciphered word]4 your petitioner, further shows unto your honorable body, that until 
lately his situation was not such as rendered assistance necessary – to his subsistence; for until 
recently he has been a healthy strong man, and chose rather to eat the bread of his own industry – 
than to live on the Charity of his Country. But being now seventy-three years of age, and 
disabled in a good degree from working, by the Rheumatism and the wound above mentioned, he 
feels himself constrained to ask, that assistance, which whilst he was able to labor, he was 
unwilling to receive. Your petitioner is advised that having been a soldier in the Continental 
Line, he is entitled to a pension under the act of Congress but he has no record of his service, and 
all who knew him as a soldier in the 2nd Regiment are gone – and on Looking about among the 
few of his contemporaries, who are alive, he finds only two or three & they only knew him as a 
militia man with Marion. Being therefore unable to establish his claim to the pension allowed by 
the General Government and having rendered some faithful service as a militia man, he now 
prays your honorable body, that he may be placed on the pension list whereby the Remnant of 
his days may be rendered from want & he will ever pray, &c 
4th of October 1828    S/ Henry Edwards, h his mark 
Witness 
S/ Josiah J. Evans 
 
[p 5] 
    Schedule of the Estate of Henry Edwards 
14 head of cattle of all ages 
20 head of hogs of all ages 
To beds & furniture old & of little value 
2 ploughs 2 hoes 2 axes a drawing knife & hand saw 
some pots and other cooking utensils & his wearing apparel 
 
South Carolina Darlington District} 
 Before me personally appeared Henry Edwards & made oath that the facts stated in the 
foregoing petition are true & that the foregoing schedule is a [undeciphered word] & true 
Account of all his property of which he is in any manner possessed. 
    S/ Henry Edwards, h his mark 
Sworn to before me 
the 4 October 1828 
S/ Josiah J Evans, JP 
 
[p 7] 
South Carolina Chesterfield District} 
 Before me personally appeared Robert Polk and made oath that he was well acquainted 
with Henry Edwards during the revolutionary War and knew him in the militia Service under 
General Marion & that he the said Henry Service was a faithful soldier of the revolution. 
Sworn to before me 
the 15 day of November 1828 
S/ Malcolm Campbell, JP    S/ Robert Polk, X his mark 
 
                                                 

4  



[pp 10-11:  contains receipts beginning May 27, 1830 and ending May 20, 1834 reflecting annual 
payments to the veteran of $60. The payment made in 1830 was for $120 reflecting 2 years 
pension.] 


