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Pension application of Thomas McDow S9427    f40SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/18/09: rev'd 11/14/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Lancaster District 
 On the 15th day of November in the year of our Lord 1832, personally appeared in open 
Court before his honor William D. Martin, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and General 
Sessions now sitting, Thomas McDow, a resident of Lancaster District in the State aforesaid aged 
sixty-eight years, who being first duly sworn according to law on his oath makes the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832: -- 
 That he entered the service as a volunteer in Lancaster District, in Capt. George Dunlap's 
Company and Major Thomas Thompson's Battalion from which he was marched and joined the 
Army under the command of General Francis Marion then stationed at Santee Swamp below 
Nelson's Ferry in the month as well as he remembers of July A.D. 1781 -- He remained there 
some weeks and was then marched towards Jacksonborough to dislodge a party of British who 
were stationed there -- when they got within 2 or 3 miles of that place, they received information 
that the British were retreating from there towards Charleston -- they pursued as far as Carter's 
Ferry on Edisto River where they had a skirmish with the British, in which Col. Harden's [Lt. 
Col. William Harden's?] men who were not well supplied with ammunition were first attacked 
and compelled to retreat.1  From thence they returned to Head Quarters in Santee Swamps; 
where having remained several days an express came from General Green [sic, Nathanael 
Greene] to Marion requiring him to join him for the purpose of going against the enemy who 
were stationed at Eutaw Springs -- they were then instantly marched from round the British to 
Pinckney's Ferry on Santee from whence they proceeded in front of Greene to within 4 miles of 
Eutaw when they dismounted and leaving their horses, moved forward by platoons and fought 
the memorable Battle at Eutaw Springs [September 8, 1781].2  Marion's Regiment was stationed 
on the right and commenced the engagement; but after having fired 5 or 6 fires a charge of 
Bayonets was made against them, when they gave way for the regulars under the command of 
General Greene.  General Henderson's [William Henderson's] Regiment was on the left.  This 
deponent was sent from thence with James Delaney, their cook who had been wounded in the 
engagement, to Doct. Purvis on Santee about 15 miles below Nelson's Ferry where he remained 
until his term of three months service expired.  He received a discharge which has been lost, but 
he does not recollect by whom signed. 
 He was drafted and again entered the service the ensuing Summer in June or July in 
                                                 
1 Veteran MAY be describing the action at Wiggin's Hill, January 24, 1781  
http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_wiggins_hill_1.html  
2 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_eutaw_springs.html  
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Lieut. Richard Terrell's [Richard Terrill's] Company, in Lancaster District; and from thence was 
marched through Orangeburg to the forks of Edisto [River] where they joined the Army under 
the command of General Henderson and was there engaged in various reconnoitering parties 
against a party of Tories under the command of Col. Maggart, remained there till peace was 
declared when they were ordered to Orangeburg at which place they were discharged -- In this 
period he served three months and received a regular discharge, but the same has been lost and 
he cannot recollect by whom it was signed. 
 This deponent was born on the 12th of October A.D. 1765 in Waxhaw in Lancaster 
District South Carolina.  He has a record of his age at his house in a Bible of his father's in which 
the ages of all the family were recorded.  He lived in Lancaster District when he first entered the 
service -- has lived there since the revolution and lives there now -- He entered the service as 
already stated, first as a volunteer and was afterwards drafted -- He has already stated as fully as 
he can recollect the names of the regular officers who were with the troops with whom he served 
and also the regiments of Militia &c together with the circumstances attending his service.  He 
received discharges, but has lost them and cannot now recollect by whom they were signed.  The 
Rev. Jacob Carnes and William Dunlap can testify to his character for veracity and their belief of 
his services in the revolution.  And this deponent hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 
pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the 
agency of any State. 
Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid in open Court 
S/ Jno Adams, Clk 
     S/ Thomas McDow 

      
[Jacob Carnes, a clergyman, and William Dunlap gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the South Carolina militia.] 


