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Pension application of James Morton1 S9035      f29VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      7/22/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
 For the purpose of obtaining the benefit of an act entitled "an act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Army of the Revolution" approved on the 15th of May, 
1828, I James Morton of Willington in the County of Prince Edward in the State of Virginia do 
hereby declare that I was an officer in the Continental Line of the Revolution and served as such 
to the end of the war at which period I was a Lieutenant in the 4th Regiment of the Virginia Line. 
 And I also declare that I afterwards received certificates commonly called commutation 
certificates for a sum equal to the amount of five years full pay: which sum was offered by the 
resolve of Congress of the 22nd March 1783 instead of half pay for life, to which I was entitled 
under the resolve of the 21st of October 1780. 
 Witness my hand this 18th day of July in the year 1828. 
     S/ James Morton 

      
 
[John Crute2 and Hezekiah Morton3 of the said County of Prince Edward gave testimony that the 
applicant is generally reputed and believed to have been an officer in the Army of the Revolution 
and that they know that he was such to their own knowledge. 
 
[p 6] 
State of Virginia Cumberland County: SS 
 On this 23rd day of June in the year 1843 Personally appeared before me the undersigned 
Allen Wilson a Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Cumberland in the State aforesaid 
the declarant James Morton aged 87 years a resident of said County & State, who being duly 
sworn deposeth and saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot 
swear positively as to the precise length of his services but according to the best of his 
recollection he served not less than 5 years in the Capacity of Ensign and Lieutenant that during 
a part of that period he also served as Quarter Master in the Army of the Revolution from the 
first day of April 1778 to the 31st day of December 1781: The precise length of time of his whole 
services, and the particular officers under whom he served, and the services rendered can be 
ascertained by reference to his former declaration4 made for a pension and now on file in the 
                                                 
1 BLWt1514-200—Lieut. Issued Apr. 26, 1798.  No Papers 
2 John L. Crute S24980 
3 BLWt69-300 
4 There is no detailed application in this file containing references to the officers under whom the veteran served. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/s24980.pdf


Pension Office at Washington to which he formerly made oath and now refers to, and adopts as a 
part of this: And for such services as Ensign Lieutenant and Quarter Master he claims a Pension: 
which pension for services as Ensign and Lieutenant was allowed under the Act of 15th May 
1828 he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present, 
and he declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of any Agency in any State. 
       S/ James Morton 
 
[p 21] 

 
 
[p 9: There is a letter dated July 24, 1843 from W S Morton [could be W L Morton] inquiring as 
to the application of his father, James Morton, for a pension. 

--this is the only reference to any member of the 
veteran's family I found in this file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $480 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a Lieutenant & Quarter Master for 2 years in the Virginia service.] 
_______________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
 I do Certify that Lt. James Morton was appointed Quarter Master to the 4th Virginia 
Continental Regiment the first day of April 1780 and continued Quarter Master till the first day 
of January 1782. 
 Given under my hand this 8th day of January 1783 

http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39


    S/ Chs. Scott, B. G. [Charles Scott] 
 
I do hereby Certify that Lieutenant James Morton of the 4th Virginia Regiment entered the 
service in December 1775 and that he continued in the service until the arrangement took place 
at Winchester the first day of January 1783, and that he settled with M. Andrew Dunscomb as an 
Officer who served during the War – Given under my hand this 17th day of March 1797. 
     S/ John Roney, late Lieut.  
     3rd Virginia Regiment 

 
 
Lieutenant James Morton continued in service to the end of the War, his continuance being 
upwards of seven years [he] is undeniably entitled to the additional allowance in Lands. 
Given under my hand this 17th March 1797. 
     S/ James Wood, late B G 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] indexed under the name "James 
Moreton" 
 
 I do Certify that Lieutenant James Morton formerly of the 4th Virginia Regiment on 
Continental establishment entered into service early in the year 1776 and continued in the same 
until the end of the War which concluded the 15th November 1783. 
Given under my hand this 16th of October 1807 
     S/ James Wood, formerly B. General 
      Continental Army 
 
James Morton has drawn for his 7th years service as a Lieutenant.  Certificate says from January 
1776.   S/ Wm Price, Regr.  
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