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Pension application of John Lumsden S8871      f47VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      11/1/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 11] 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County: SS 
 On the 19th day of July A.D. 1832 personally appeared before a Special Court of the 
Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions for the County of Cumberland & State 
aforesaid John Lumsden a resident of the town of Fayetteville County & State aforesaid aged 74 
years who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  
That he entered the American Army as a volunteer for 12 months in a place called Valley Forge 
in the State of New Jersey [sic] & was placed in the 9th Regiment of Virginia troops commanded 
by Colonel Ball [Burges Ball] & Colonel Parker [perhaps Josiah Parker of the 5th Regiment], the 
officers of the Company to which he belonged were Captain John Fauntleroy Lieutenant Overton 
& Steel.  That Captain Fauntleroy1 was killed at the battle of Monmouth Court House N. J. [June 
28, 1778].  This was in the year 1778 that he served out the tour of twelve months.  After this he 
served a tour of 5 months as a private soldier in Colonel Stevens' [Edward Stevens'] Regiment 
which was attached to General Gates [Horatio Gates] division, that he was in the battle near 
Camden South Carolina when General G was defeated [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780].  
He then served a tour of three months during which time he bore the Commission of Ensign 
during which time he was with the Army under General Washington & was at Yorktown when 
Lord Cornwallis surrendered [October 19, 1781]. 
 He hereby relinquishes every Claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and he declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State or territory. 
    S/ John Lumsden 

     
[p 7] 
State of North Carolina Cumberland County: June Term of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
for the said County & State Present the Worshipful Esek Arnold, Daniel Baker & John Averitt 
Justices of said Court. 

                                                 
1 Capt. Henry Fauntleroy of the 5th Virginia Regiment was killed at Monmouth.  John Fauntleroy was not killed in 
that engagement. 
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 On this 8th day of June A.D. 1833 personally appeared before the Court aforesaid John 
Lumsden a resident of the Town of Fayetteville County and State aforesaid aged Seventy-four 
years who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in 
addition to his declaration made at March Term last of said Court.  That he served as therein 
stated Twelve months in the Company commanded by Captain John Fauntleroy which was 
attached to the Regiment commanded by Colonels Ball & Parker, this he believes was in the year 
1778, during this service he was a private soldier.  He again entered the service as a substitute for 
man named Kendrick in the Company commanded by Captain Stubblefield which was attached 
to Colonel Stevens Regiment during this service he was appointed Forage Master by Colonel 
Stevens & served five months, that during this service he was in the Battle of Camden South 
Carolina where General Gates was defeated [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780], this he 
believes was in the year 17__.  He again entered the service as a volunteer in Captain Samuel O. 
Pettis Company & was elected Ensign of the company and served as such three months that 
Captain Pettis' Company was attached to Colonel Winston's Regiment this service was 
performed in the year 178_ making in all one year and eight months which he served during the 
Revolutionary War for which he claims a pension.  And he further declares that he knows of no 
surviving comrade who can testify to his service during either of the terms which he performed 
as above specified.  And he further declares that he has no other evidence of his having served as 
an Ensign for three months as above stated than his own oath.  He being elected by the company 
of volunteers to which he belonged and received a Commission as such from the County Court 
of Loudoun though he performed the service as above specified.  And he further states that he 
has lost or mislaid his commission so that he cannot find it. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
Test: S/ D. McDiarmid, Clk    S/ John Lumsden 
the following Answers were returned to the Interrogatories prescribed by the War Department 
1st I was born in the County of Hanover State of Virginia in the year 1758 
2nd.  I have no record of my age except in my own Bible which was copied from my Father's 
Bible by myself. 
3rd.  I was living in Louisa County Virginia where I continued to live with the exception of 
occasional absences in the State of South Carolina & Georgia until the month of January 1790 
when I removed to the Town of Fayetteville where I have lived ever since & now live. 
4th.  The first Tour of 12 months I was a Volunteer.  The second Tour of five months I was a 
substitute for man named McKendric [sic].  The last tour of three months I was a volunteer. 
5th.  I have answered this Question as fully as I can in my Declaration. 
6th.  If I received any discharge in writing I do not now recollected.  I have already answered the 
remaining part of this Question in my Declaration. 
7th.  I would mention in addition to those who have testified to my character & my reputation as 
a Revolutionary Soldier Messrs.  Lewis D Henry, John McRae Esquire, post Master & the 
Honorable Lauchlin Bethune.  I might refer to most of my fellow Citizens. 
8th.  Do you know of any person who can testify to your service in the Army of the revolution 
Ans.  I do not. 
9th.  Have you any proof of your service as Ensign except your own Declaration 
Answer.  I do not. 
And the said Court do hereby certify that the foregoing Amended Declaration was made before 
them & also the foregoing answers returned the Declarant having been first duly sworn. 
     S/ Esek Arnold, JP 



     S/ Daniel Baker, JP 
     S/ John Averitt, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $86.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private & Ensign in the Virginia service for 20 months.] 


