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Pension application of Thomas Jones S8760     f14MD/NC/VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      6/25/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Randolph County: Court of Pleas & Porter Sessions August Term 1833 
 On this 5th day of August A.D. 1833 personally appeared before the Justices of the Court 
of Pleas & Quarter Sessions Thomas Jones a resident of the County of Randolph & State of 
North Carolina aged eighty one years the first day of January last who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832: That he entered the service 
of the United States under the following named officers & served as herein stated, viz.: 
 He states that he was born in Frederick County in the State of Maryland on the first day 
of January, he thinks in the year 1752: has no record of his age: that about the first of July 1776 
according to the best of his recollection, being as he thinks twenty-four years of age, he enlisted 
for the term of five months in the Service of the United States under Captain Henry Hardiman in 
Frederick County, Maryland and was attached to the flying-camp-Regiment under the command 
of Colonel Bell, by whom he was marched to Philadelphia, & thence in a few days to New York 
City where they remained about three weeks; thence to a place called Hillgate on East River, 
where he thinks in the month of September & about the middle of the month a skirmish took 
place between the American Army under General Washington & the British Army commanded 
by General Howe, in which the British were repulsed.  This occurred on Sunday evening.  He 
does not recollect how long they remained at this place, but would guess about one month.  
While stationed there the soldiers hauled cannon to Fort Washington.  Thence they were marched 
to a place called Mile Square where they found the British Army encamped & then shipped in 
the East River, at this place they remained two days & on the second night each soldier was 
ordered to build three fires to deceive the enemy, which being done, they immediately took up 
their line of march for the White Plains: where, on the day after, they arrived, & he thinks early 
in the month of October 1776, a battle [October 28, 1776] was fought between the armies under 
Washington & Howe.  The battle continued until the night separated the combatants, when each 
party separated to bury the dead.  It was not again renewed.  Many were killed & wounded on 
both sides; but he thinks the British sustained the greatest loss.  He was in that division of the 
Army commanded by General Putnam.  The day after the battle, the Army under Washington 
crossed the North River & went down to Fort Lee, on the West side of the River & opposite Fort 
Washington, where they remained until the last of October or first of November 1776, when they 
marched to Philadelphia, where the flying camp Regiment was discharged, he thinks the latter 
part of November '76.  He received a written discharge which has long since been lost. 
 He further that in the fall of the year 1780 as well as he can recollect, he volunteered for 
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three months in the County of Randolph (now called) State of North Carolina under Captain 
Brittain Fuller: was marched to a village (name not recollected) now Camden South Carolina, 
and was there placed under the command of Captain Williams in the Virginia Regiment, in 
General Greene's [Nathanael Greene's] Army.  The Army remained at this place until the time for 
which he volunteered expired: that he was occasionally dispatched on Tory excursions & a part 
of the time was employed in guarding a few British prisoners.  He states that 2 or 3 days before 
his term expired he was taken sick, & choice was given him, either to go to the hospital, or to 
endeavor to get home.  He chose the latter, & received his discharge from Captain Williams 
dated he thinks in December 1780 which discharge he gave to a Captain Davenport going to 
Virginia who promised to draw his money for him & has not heard anything either of the Captain 
or his discharge. 
 He states that many of the circumstances of his service are forgotten & others indistinctly 
remembered.  In addition to the officers named he recollects Colonel Smallwood who 
commanded the Maryland Regiment mostly riflemen in Washington's Army. 
 He states that since the close of the revolution, he has lived & now lives in Randolph 
County North Carolina.  He here with tenders the affidavit of John Plummer touching his 
service. 
 He gives the name of Micajah Hill, John Hulen & Presley Ray neighbors by whom he 
expects to prove a character for veracity & reputation for revolutionary service. 
 He states that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot recollect 
with certainty the precise length of his service, but according to the best of his recollection, he 
served for eight months as a private of the revolution. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, & 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
     S/ Thomas Jones, X his mark 
[Micajah Hill, a clergyman, John Hulen & Presley Ray gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
     Land Office, Annapolis, November 9th, 1833 
 I hereby Certify that it appears by the returns of the "Flying Camp" remaining in this 
Office, that the name of Thomas Jones appears upon the rolls of Captain Henry Hardman's 
Company, to have been enrolled on the 19th day of July 1776. 
     S/ George G Brewer 
     Register Land Office W. S. M. 
 
State of North Carolina Randolph County: 
 Whereas Thomas Jones Senior of the County of Randolph and State of North Carolina 
hath this day made application to us Joseph Hoover & Jeremiah Cooper two of the acting 
Justices of the peace for said County to take the Deposition of John Plummer of the age of 
seventy-three years & the said Thomas Jones hath procured the said Plummer to certify as 
evidence in his behalf concerning his services as a revolutionary Soldier & the said John 
Plummer hath this day appeared and after being duly sworn Deposeth & saith to wit: 
1st question he saith that he heard the said Thomas Jones say that he had enlisted for 5 months in 
the flying & he saw the said Jones start in the company for that purpose from Frederick town in 
the State of Maryland. 
Q 2 &3 do you know of any other person returned [indecipherable word] the same time 
Answer I do several 



Q 4 do you know whether the said Jones had a discharge from his officers 
Answer I heard him say that he had one but never saw it as I recollect. 
Q 5th do you recollect whether the said Jones served any after he came to North Carolina 
Answer.  I do not recollect of any 
Quest 6th do you know who were the officers the said Jones marched off with 
Answer.  I do Henry Hardman Captain, William Morris 2nd Lieutenant 
 And further this deponent saith not. 
 Taken and Sworn to before us this 13th of October in the year of our Lord 1832 
     S/ John Plummer 

      
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $25.55 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private in the Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia militia for 7 2/3 months.] 


