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Pension application of John Gibbs S8556     f30NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/7/08 rev'd 8/12/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Burke County: SS 
 On this 15th day of July 1844, personally appeared before me William B. Rust one of the acting 
Magistrates and a member of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions, in and for said County, John 
Gibbs, a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged Eighty-nine years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, 
 That in the days of the Revolution he resided in Burke County North Carolina, and entered the 
service of the United States under the following named officers, and served as herein stated.  That in 
the year 1780, he was drafted into the service for a Tour of three months under Captain Clark 
[Mordecai Clark] who marched his company from Burke on to Charlotte where they joined General 
Davidson [William Lee Davidson], who was stationed in Mecklenburg County and that after studying 
some weeks in that Post they were joined by General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] who spent a few days 
with them, and then the Armies parted and declarant was placed under General Morgan who marched 
on to South Carolina to the Cowpens at which Post he declarant was discharged having served out his 
tour of duty. 
 The next tour of duty was in the summer of the year following in the year 1781, he was again 
called into service to serve another three months tour under Captain John Conley [John Connelly] by 
order of Colonel MacDowell [sic, Charles McDowell], and was ordered on to the Fort at the head of the 
Catawba, where this deponent served out his tour of duty and was discharged. 
 This deponent further states that he performed other services but the above is the only regular 
tours that he was out: he also states that he would has no documentary Evidence in support of his 
services, but that he can prove a part or all of his services by parole Evidence. 
 This declarant also states that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any agency of any States 
that he hereby relinquishes every Claim whatever to a Pension Except the present, and that the reason 
why he has not applied before this late date for his Pension is that he was disappointed by an agent that 
he had Employed in the amount was so small that he saw to live without it and it is now from actual 
necessity he is induced to apply for a Pension, 
 Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year first above written before me. 
S/ Wm B. Rust, JP 
      S/ John Gibbs, X his mark 
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State of North Carolina, Burke County 
 On this 15th day of July 1844, personally appeared before me William B. Rust one of the acting 
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Magistrates in and for said County, Stephen Ballew,1 a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged 
Eighty-three years, a United States Pensioner, and made oath in due form of law, to the following 
statements, (to wit) That he is now, and was in the days of the Revolution, well acquainted with John 
Gibbs of Burke County who is now applying for a Pension, due to him, on the account of his 
Revolutionary services; that he (the deponent) was out in the service with said John Gibbs, under 
Captain Clark in the year 1780, that they left Burke County in July under Captain Clark the aforesaid, 
and marched on to Mecklenburg County, when they joined General Davidson, at a Post in said County, 
where they remained for some six weeks, and were joined by General Morgan, who after resting his 
Army for a few days, left General Davidson, and marched his Army on to the Cowpens, a Post in South 
Carolina, and it was on that occasion said John Gibbs and deponent were separated; deponent remained 
with General Davidson's Army, and said John Gibbs went on with Captain Clark and General Morgan 
to the Cowpens, at which place deponent understood on his return home said Gibbs was discharged 
after having served out his tour. 
 This deponent further states on his said oath, that the aforesaid John Gibbs was, to his own 
personal knowledge, called in to service the next year (in 1781) to serve a tour of duty at the Old Fort, 
at the head of the Catawba River in Burke County under Captain John Conly, which tour he deponent 
has always understood and fully believes he did serve, but deponent was not out with him.  Sworn and 
subscribed on the day and year aforesaid before me. 
S/ Wm B. Rust, JP 
     S/ Stephen Ballew, X his mark 
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1  Stephen Ballew S16835 
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


