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Pension application of Henry Bedinger1 S8059    f27VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 2/5/12 rev'd 10/30/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[State of Virginia, Jefferson County] 
For the purpose of obtaining the benefit of an act entitled “An Act for the relief of certain Surviving 
Officers and Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution” approved on the 15th day of May 1828 – I, Henry 
Bedinger of the County of Berkeley in the State of Virginia, do hereby declare, that I was an Officer of 
the Continental line of the Army of the Revolution and served as such in the end of the war, at which 
period I was a Captain in the fifth Regiment of the Virginia line – And I do also declare that I 
afterwards received certificates (commonly called commution [commutation] Certificates) for a sum 
equal to the Amount of five years full pay, which sum was offered by the resolve of the 22nd of March 
1783 instead of half pay for life, to which I was entitled under the resolve of the 25th October 1780 – 
Witness my hand this 3rd day of June 1828. 
        S/ Henry Bedinger 

       
[William Long and Robert Byerly gave a supporting affidavit as to the reputation of the applicant as an 
officer in the revolution.] 
 
State of Virginia Jefferson County: SS 
 Be it known before me James Grantham a Justice of the Peace for the County and State 
aforesaid, personally appeared Brayton Davenport of said County and made oath in due form of law 
that he is the Executor of Henry Bedinger, the identical person who was a pensioner, and who is now 
dead, and to whom a certificate of pension was issued under the act of Congress of the 15th May 1828 
for a pension of $480 per annum as a Captain in the 5th Regiment, Virginia line of the revolution.  That 
the deceased pensioner resided in the County of Jefferson in the State of Virginia for the space of about 
two years and two months before his death and that previous thereto he resided in the County of 
Berkeley and the State of Virginia.  That the said Henry Bedinger died in the County of Jefferson and 
State aforesaid on the 14th day of May 1843 having first duly made and published his last will and 
testament.  The said Henry Bedinger left no widow, but the following children, Mrs. Nancy 
Swearingen, who was Nancy Bedinger and Mrs. Elizabeth Davenport wife of the affiant.  The said 
Brayton Davenport states that he has been informed the said Henry Bedinger was a quartermaster as 
well as a Captain, holding both offices at the same time, as the affiant has been informed and in the 
allowance of pension of $480 under the Act of Congress of 15th May 1828 no estimate was made of 
the services of said Henry Bedinger as quartermaster which the Affiant is informed should have been 
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taken into consideration if the fact had been known to the Department he refers to the public records 
and materially to the extracts from those of the State of Virginia which will accompany this application 
now made for the balance of pension so do you and unpaid to the said Henry Bedinger from the 4th of 
March 1826 to the day of his death that is to the 14th day of May 1843 
       S/ Brayton Davenport 
 
[f p. 18] 
Dr. the United States in the County of Henry Bedinger Cr 
No.22  
To pay as Lieutenant from 1st January 1777 to 26 May 1781 422.13.4 
To 1 Retained ration from 1st June '78 to 1st August 1780 26 
To pay as Captain from 26 May 81 to last of December 86.8 
To 1 Retained Ration from 1st August 8226 May 1781 14.18 
To 2 retained Rations from 26 May to the last of December 1781 22 
To Additional pay as Q M to General Rendezvous from 1st June 1781 to 1st November 19.10 
The above is truly copied from a Book of settlements with the Officers of the Revolutionary Army 
Given under my hand at the Auditor's Office Richmond this 25 day of November 1843 
S/ Jas. E. Heath, Aud. 
  
[Veteran was 1st pensioned at the rate of $840 per annum under the act of May 15, 1828 .  Veteran was 
pensioned at the rate of $512.50 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for 19 months service as a 
Captain and 5 months service as quartermaster in the Virginia Continental line.] 
__________________________________ 
 
The Virginia State Library has the following documents posted in its online collection 
 
 I do hereby Certify that Henry Bedinger esquire entered into the Service of the United States, in 
the Continental line of the Army, in the Spring or summer of the year 1775, and continued to serve in 
different Grades, until the final Discharge of the Army in November 1783 when he enjoyed the Rank of 
Captain of Infantry. 
 Given under my hand this 28th day of October 1793 
       S/ James Wood, B. G.  

 
 
 I do Certify that Captain Henry Bedinger Entered in Captain Hugh Stephenson's Company of 
Riflemen on the 16th day of July 1775 & remained in Actual Service from that Day until the 1st of 
January 1783 when he retired as a Supernumerary Captain from [indecipherable word] – Given under 
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my hand this 24th day of 1784   S/ Daniel Morgan, Brigadier General 

 
 
[Peter Muhlenberg, B. G., also gave a certificate saying Bedinger served from July 1776 and is still in 
service –certificate is dated sometime in 1783, but the month and day is not legible. 

] 
 
NOTE: The transcript of Thomas H. Luckett VAS996 contains two affidavits in which Bedinger 
elaborates on his, Bedinger's, service.   


