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Pension application of James Orr S7282     fn30NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/25/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  B lanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of ack nowledging t he t ranscriber—besides, if  it turns o ut th e transcript c ontains mis takes, th e 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all m y t ranscriptions.  S uch s oftware m isinterprets m y s outhern a ccent w ith unf ortunate 
regularity and m y poor  pr oofreading f ails t o catch a ll m isinterpretations. I w elcome a nd 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of  North Carolina Mecklenburg County: C ourt of  P leas & qua rter sessions August Term 
1832 
 On this 29th day of August 1832 a ppeared before the Justices of said Court now sitting 
James O rr a r esident o f t he C ounty & S tate af oresaid aged eighty-two years w ho be ing dul y 
sworn according to law doth on hi s oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of  t he Act of  C ongress pa ssed June t he 7th 1832 that he  w as born i n t he S tate of  
Pennsylvania on the Susquehanna River and came to the County of Mecklenburg State of North 
Carolina when about two years old, that he  was born in the year 1750 and that he  has been a  
resident of  t he s aid C ounty of  M ecklenburg ever s ince he  r emoved t o i t, t hat he  w as [ in t he] 
United States service under Captain William Alexander in 1780 t hat he was drafted for a three 
months t our t hat i n c onsequence of  s ickness of  his w ife he  hi red a  s ubstitute b y t he na me o f 
Hutchison who was killed at the battle of Hanging rock.  That he first entered the service in the 
State Troops of North Carolina under Captain Mebane who commanded a company of mounted 
riflemen and marched to Cross Creek now known as the town of Fayetteville and from thence he 
marched under the same Captain to Wilmington to the assistance of General Ashe & Moore of 
the Continental line in this tour he served two months and was regularly discharged this was in 
the year 1776.  That in the same year he  volunteered as a  pr ivate under t he same Captain and 
marched f rom C harlotte t o t he Q uaker M eadows on t he he ad of  t he C atawba R iver a nd f rom 
thence acr oss the Blue Ridge i nto t he C herokee na tion a gainst t he Indians of  t he s ame na me.  
That t he C olonels w ere Robert Irwin, Adam Alexander &  P hifer t he c ommanding officer w as 
General Rutherford that he was regularly discharged and served out on this tour five months that 
the s aid J ames O rr f urther d eclares that h e w as f requently e ngaged i n t he s ervice for s hort 
periods of  t ime s ometimes f or one  [ illegible w ord] a t o ther t imes f or a  l onger pe riod but  t his 
service was rendered irregularly as the situation of the country required.  That the whole time he 
was out in the service of the United States for which he sets up any claim under the act aforesaid 
is about seven months.  That he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity 
except t he p resent and declares t hat hi s name i s not on t he pension roll of  any a gency o f any 
State, that he has no documentary evidence by which he can prove that he served as aforesaid 
having l ost hi s di scharges w here t hey were given i n w riting a nd a vers t hat t hey kne w were 
verbal, i s here n ot given as  af oresaid [ ?].  H e r efers t o t he c ertificate h erein af ter s et f orth o f 
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Captain William Alexander. 
 That h e d idn't s o s erve and as  t o h is ch aracter f or v eracity h e refers t o the cer tificates 
aforesaid and also to the certificate here unto appended of the Reverend Hall Morrison – that he 
has a record of his age in his father's Bible at home. 
 Sworn to and subscribed this 29th day of August 1832. 
       S/ James [sic] 
We R obert H all M orrison, a  r esident a dding i n t he C ounty aforesaid and William Alexander 
resident o f s aid C ounty h ereby c ertify t hat w e are well a cquainted w ith J ames O rr who h as 
subscribed and sworn to the above declaration that we believe him to be eighty-two years of age 
that he is reputed and believed in the neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the 
revolution and that we concur in that opinion.  Captain William Alexander further swears that the 
said James Orr was drafted and found a substitute as alleged by him and that he was in that tour 
against the Cherokee Indians and served for the time that he declares. 

  
 
 
State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County: SS 
 On this 25th day of November in the year of our Lord 1834, p ersonally appeared before 
the County Court for the County of Mecklenburg and State of North Carolina now sitting James 
Orr a r esident of the County of Mecklenburg and State aforesaid aged eighty-four years the 5th 
day of M arch l ast w ho being f irst dul y s worn according t o l aw, dot h on hi s oa th m ake t he 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed the 7th of June 
1832.  That he was born in the State of Pennsylvania on the Susquehanna River the County not 
recollected, i n t he year 1750.  That he  r emoved to t he County of  Mecklenburg in t he S tate of  
North Carolina at two years of age where he has resided ever since that time.  That he entered the 
Service o f t he U nited S tates a s a  vol unteer i n the Infantry i n t he year 1776 ( the m onth of  
February) unde r t he following named officers a nd served as he rein a fter s tated (v iz.) The fi rst 
Term of  S ervice w as unde r C aptain Thomas P olk, C olonel Charles P olk, G eneral R utherford 
[Griffith Rutherford] was the commanding officer, this was a six weeks Tour against the Tories at 
Cross Creek – that he was then discharged but that he has lost his discharge.  That he entered the 
service of the United States again as a volunteer in the Cavalry in the year 1777.  – Under the 
following na med o fficers E laby w as C aptain H icks w as C olonel, t his w as c alled t he S nowy 
Campaign and the service was performed in the State of  South Carolina and was a tour of  s ix 
weeks.  That he entered the service of the United States again in the year 1780 in November as a 
volunteer in the Cavalry under Colonel Davidson [William Lee Davidson] a part of the time he 
was w agon m aster.  This w as a  t hree m onths Tour; That he  e ntered t he s ervice of  t he U nited 
States again as a volunteer in the year 1780.  That Captain William Alexander was his Captain.  



That in this last mentioned tour he was at Ramsours Battle & Rutherford was General, this was a 
one months service that he again volunteered in the Service of the United States in the cavalry 
under Captain William Alexander Colonel Davie [William Richardson Davie] and t hat he w as 
serving und er t he s ame of ficers when t he British c ame t o C harlotte i n M ecklenburg C ounty 
North Carolina.  This last tour was a one months Tour.  Your petitioner states that he received a 
discharge in every instance but that he lost them all. 
 Petitioner would further state that he has previously applied for a pension under the act of 
Congress passed 7th of June 1832 but  at that time he was unable to establish all of his services 
during t he R evolutionary War nor i ndeed i s he now a ble t o do  s o a s t o a ll – but t he l ast 
mentioned S ervice he i s confident he  did pe rform, and he  knows many persons who have not  
served anything like the time which he did who draw twice as much as he does.  Since the filing 
of his last declaration he has procured other Testimony which he hopes will be satisfactory as to 
the balance o f h is s ervices.  In c onclusion the pe titioner i s unable t o s ay as i n other i nstances 
would be required (viz.) that he relinquishes all claim to any other pension save this, but prays 
that this his claim may be considered and if the Department should be of the opinion that he is 
entitled t o s omething m ore, t hat bot h m ay be considered a s one  and t hat he  be  pe rmitted t o 
forward h is p resent ce rtificate and that they may be  consolidated and your petitioner will ever 
pray.  Sworn to & subscribed before the court November 25th 1834 

      
 The following all the interrogatories propounded by the Court (Viz.) 
1st  Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer.  I was born in the State of Pennsylvania in the year 1752. 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Answer.  My age is recorded in my Father's family Bible now in my possession, 
3rd  Where w ere you living w hen c alled i nto s ervice: w here h ave you l ived s ince t he 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
Answer.  When called into the Service I was living in the County of Mecklenburg State of North 
Carolina where I have lived ever since and where I now live. 
[form ends here] 
 
State of  N orth C arolina M ecklenburg C ounty: O n t his __da y of  August 1834 pe rsonally 
appeared before me one of the Subscribing Justices of the peace for the County of Mecklenburg 
William A lexander1

S/ Dan Alexander, JP    S/ Wm Alexander 

 who w as a C aptain i n t he S ervice of  t he U nited S tates dur ing t he 
Revolutionary War, and made oath in due form of law that the Terms of Service of the petitioner 
as set forth in his petition are true so far as they come within his own knowledge, and those that 
do not come within his own knowledge he believes to be true.  Sworn to and subscribed before 
me the day and year above written. 

                                                 
1 William Alexander S6496 
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State of  N orth C arolina M ecklenburg C ounty: O n t his 25  da y of  N ovember 1834  personally 
appeared b efore m e an  acting  Justice o f t he p eace f or t he C ounty aforesaid, R obert 
Robinson2

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 25th day of November 1834 

 who was a Soldier in the Revolutionary War, and made oath in due form of law that 
the t erms of  s ervice of  t he pe titioner, as s et forth i n hi s pe tition a re t rue a s far a s t hey come 
within his knowledge, and those that do not come within his own knowledge he believes to be 
true. 

S/ J. Thompson, JP    S/ Robert Robison 

   
[John Robinson, a clergyman, gave a standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for seven 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 

                                                 
2 Robert Robison S7426   
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