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Pension application of Edward Nelson S7266    f20NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/22/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Craven County} SS 
 On this 14th day of August in the year of our Lord 1832, personally appeared in open 
Court, before the Justices of the Court of Pleas and quarter sessions, now sitting, Edward Nelson 
resident of the County of Craven State of North Carolina, aged Seventy-Two  years, who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to 
obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June seventh 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, Viz., that he volunteered in the militia service in the first part of the 
month of December (perhaps about the 10th day) in the year of our Lord 1780, served in the 
company of Captain Jesse Bryan and Colonel Read's [James Read’s] Regiment under the 
command of General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] until the 13th day of May in the year of our 
Lord 1781 when he was regularly discharged by Guilford Dudley,1 Lieutenant Colonel 
Commandant of the North Carolina Militia.  He was again called into service the same year, 
when the British and Tories threatened Newbern [sic, New Bern] about the first of August of that 
year and served according to the best of his recollection in Captain Hardy Gatlin's Company and 
Colonel Tilman's [John Tilman’s] Regiment for the period of a month and a half.  He volunteered 
about October of the same year, a draft of the militia being made, to serve his country the third 
time and served in Captain William Fonville's [William Fonveille’s] company Colonel Nixon's 
[Lt. Col. Richard Nixon’s] Regiment under the command of General Rutherford [Griffith 
Rutherford] for about the term of two months when he was dismissed with the rest of the militia 
forming the Regiment.  He fought in a battle in which General Greene engaged Lord Rawdon 
near Camden South Carolina.2  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an 
annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of 
any State. 
 Sworn to, and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid. 
S/ J. G. Stanly, Clerk 
     S/ Edward Nelson 

      
[John M. Bryan, John B. Dawson and Abner Hartley gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 

                                                 
1 Guilford Dudley W8681 
2 Hobkirk Hill, April 25, 1781 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_hobkirks_hill.html  

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/w8681.pdf
http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_hobkirks_hill.html


[p 8] 
State of North Carolina, Craven County 
 Personally appeared before me, the undersigned a Justice of the peace of Craven County 
Edward Nelson resident of the County of Craven & State aforesaid, who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith, that, by reason of old age, and the consequent loss of memory, he cannot 
swear positively as to the precise length of his service, but according to the best of his 
recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below, and in the following grades: 
For five months and three days, I served as a private soldier in Captain Jesse Bryan's Company 
Colonel Read's Regiment viz.,  from 10th of December 1780 to the 13th May 1781.  For one 
month and 15 days commencing from 1st of August 1781 I served as a private soldier in Captain 
Hardy Gatlin's Company in Col. John Tillman's Regiment.  For two months from October 1781, I 
served as a private soldier in Captain William Fonveille's Company & Col. Richard Nixon's 
Regiment, and for such service I claim a pension. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me this fifth day of June A.D. 1833 
S/ Hardy Whitford, JP 
      S/ Edward Nelson 
[Spicer Lane, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $28.33 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 8 ½ months in the North Carolina Light Horse Regiment.] 


