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Pension application of James McWhirter S7199   f15SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/27/09: rev'd 9/29/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 

 
[p 5] 
State of South Carolina Union District: To Wit 
 On this 13th day of June 1834, personally appeared in Open Court before John J. Pratt 
Esquire Judge of the Court of Ordinary for Union District, James McWhirter for a resident of 
Union District in the Seventy-fourth year of his age who first being duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress of the 7th of June 1832 -- 
 Saith that he entered the Service of the United States during the Revolutionary War in the 
year against the British Tories & Indians and Served a tour of one month under a draft to guard a 
Magazine under Capt. John Thomas [sic, more likely Captain John Thompson]. 
 I again joined the Army as one of the drafted militia under Capt. Thomas and [Lt.] Col. 
James Steen, and marched to Bacons Bridge on our march for Stono but was discharged at 
Bacons Bridge after serving two months, this tour was done in 1778. 
 I again was drafted & served a tour of duty of three months under Capt. Nicholas Jasper, 
Major Jolly [Benjamin Jolly] & marched to Bacons Bridge and Orangeburg at which place we 
were stationed.  -- 
 I again in 1780 joined Capt. Thomas under Col. or General Sumpter [sic, Thomas 
Sumter] & was at the Battle at Blackstocks Ford Tyger River [Battle of Blackstocks, November 
20, 1780] which engagement I was in and served six weeks and was then discharged. 
 I again was drafted & served a tour of duty of ten weeks under [Lt.] Col. William Farr in 
the Indian Nation -- in the year 1782, and I served as a Sergeant. 
 I do hereby relinquish every claim to a pension or annuity except the present and declare 
that my name is not on the Roll of any State. 
 In answer to the Interrogatories to me propounded by the Court, I answer as follows: 
1st I was born in Virginia on Rockfish Creek 
& 2nd but have no documentary evidence of my age. 
3rd South Carolina Union District from about Eight years of age – 
4th I served mostly under draft 
5th I have set out in my declaration as well as my memory now serves me. 
6th I never received any written discharge & served part of the time as a Sergeant 
7th I refer to the Rev. Hezekiah McDugat & Drury Harrington to prove my character for truth & 
deportment 
 Sworn to the day & year aforesaid before me 
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S/ J. J. Pratt, Judge 
     S/ James McWhirter, X his mark 
[Hezekiah McDugat, a clergyman, and Drury Harrington gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of South Carolina Union District: Drury Harrington came personally before me John Rogers 
Clerk of the Court of Sessions & Common Pleas for said District & deposeth that he was during 
the Revolutionary war at three different times in the Service with Mr. James McWhirter to wit 
Bacons Bridge, Blackstocks & in the Indian nation. I have heard the declaration of James 
McWhirter read & believes the same to be 13th of June 1834 
S/ J. Rogers, Clerk 
      S/ Drury Harrington 

     
 
[Veteran was deceased by January of 1843; he died sometime after September 4, 1842, when the 
last payment was made to him on his pension.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $32.33 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 9 months and 21 days in the South Carolina militia.] 


