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Pension application of Nathan King S7105      f32NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    rev'd 10/30/09 & 4/19/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
North Carolina, Cumberland County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions September Term 1832 
 At this day the 7th of September AD 1832 personally appeared before me David McNeill 
one of the acting Justices of the Peace for Cumberland County, specially appointed by the Court 
of Pleas and Quarter Sessions Capt. Nathan King of Cumberland and after being duly sworn, 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That the said Nathan King now aged Eighty Two years of age, is so enfeebled by sickness 
and age that he cannot possibly attend the court now sitting. That [in] 1778 he was 
commissioned by Gov. Caswell [Richard Caswell] of North Carolina, that he rendezvoused at 
Elizabeth, Bladen County in North Carolina there he engaged and marched into South Carolina 
under the command of Genl. Jno. Ashe [John Ashe] and Colonel James Armstrong of the 5th 
North Carolina Regt. to which he was attached. They marched together to Savannah River at 
which place Genl. Ashe was ordered up the Country and Col. Armstrong with his men to 
Purisburg [sic, Purrysburg] and then joined Genl. Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln], at that place the 
Nine-months soldiers were apportioned off to fill up the companies and he was sent home to 
collect and march on the balance of the nine-months men; He accordingly collect[ed] all he 
could; took command of them at Fayetteville, then Cross Creek, and joined Genl. Lincoln at 
Parkers Ferry on Edisto River, then they marched from place to place until after the Battle of 
Stono Ferry June 1779 [June 20, 1779]1 ~ there remained sometime and marched into South 
Carolina under the command of Genl. Harrington [Henry William Harrington] and there 
disbanded. He returned to North Carolina and continued skirmishing until peace with the Tories 
~ this affidavit further states that he was robbed of his commission and all his papers by a Tory 
officer one Col. Fanning [David Fanning] whilst in Sampson County engaged in suppressing the 
Tories under one Mobley. 

Questions 
Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer: I was born on the 7th day of November AD 1750. 
 
Have you any record of your age, if so where is it? 
Answer: My age was documented in the Family Bible which has been destroyed. 
 
How were you called into service, were you a volunteer ~ drafted or substitute 
Answer; I volunteered 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_stono_ferry.html  
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Where were you called into service (from what place) and where you lived since the war and 
where are you now living? 
Answer: I believe it was July 1778—I lived in Cumberland County No Carolina as here I have 
lived ever since. 
 
Name some of the officers with whom you were acquainted. 
Answer: Major Pink Eaton [sic, Pinkerton Eaton, also spelled Pinketham Eaton], Capt. Philemon 
Taylor, Capt. Joseph Thomas Rhodes 
 
Where is your commission? 
Answer:  I was robbed of it as stated above. 
 
How long did you serve in all? 
Answer: I served Eighteen months. 
      S/ Nathan King 

      
 Sworn to and subscribed this the 11th day of September before me 
David McNeill, one of the acting Justices of Cumberland County, 1832 
Test. S/ D. McNeill, JP 
[Joshua Jones & Samuel Ashe gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 20] 
State of North Carolina Robeson County: In the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions, August Term 
1832 
     Exparte 
Personally appeared before the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the County 
aforesaid now in session, James McNatt Senior2 of the said County resident who being sworn on 
the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposes & says that he is well acquainted with Captain 
Nathan King residing in the County of Cumberland & State aforesaid, that this deponent is now 
in the Seventy fourth year of his age, and that he believes the said Captain King to be about 
Eighty two years old, that he has been acquainted with Captain King ever since this deponent 
was a boy.  Deponent further states that he was drafted during the Revolutionary War, and that 
he marched with the said Nathan King acting as Captain at that time from Cumberland County 
North Carolina to Purrysburg South Carolina, where this deponent was transferred to a company 
of Regulars that the said King then returned to North Carolina, and collected more men, and 
again during the service of this deponent (nine months) joined the Army where he still acted as 
Captain and was in the battle of Stono in South Carolina with this deponent.  This deponent 
further states that he served nine months after which he returned home, and that ever since the 
close of the war, the said Nathan King has resided in the County of Cumberland aforesaid. 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open Court 29th day of August A.D. 1832 
S/ A. M. Eachin, Clk 
     S/ James McNatt 
                                                 
2 James McNatt W4286 

http://revwarapps.org/w4286.pdf


     
 
[p 25] 
for Cumberland County December Term 1832 directed to me John McNeill Esquire one of the 
Justices of the peace for said County personally appeared Captain Nathan King, who first being 
duly sworn according to law doth, on his corporal oath say and depose as follows -- That there is 
no clergyman in his neighborhood and of course cannot give a certificate as required by act of 
Congress -- 
 That he joined the Army in or about the year 1778 in the month of July and was 
commissioned some short time before by Richard Caswell and that the company was disbanded 
six miles above Stono a few days after the battle, in the month of July 1779 -- that he was 
commissioned a second time by Richard Caswell in the year 1780, and served under it during the 
war – 
       S/ Nathan King 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran died December 31, 1833; there is no family data in the file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $360 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for service 
as a Captain for 18 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


