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Pension application of Joshua Betterton S6612    HQ6SC & f17SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/3/08 rev'd 9/5/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
The State of South Carolina, Anderson District, 1833 
 On this fifth day of March 1833 personally appeared in open Court before the Judges of the 
Court of Sessions and Common Pleas of said State aforesaid District now in session Joshua Betterton 
of the State & District aforesaid who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 This Deponent was born in Frederick County Maryland and removed to Spartanburg in South 
Carolina shortly before the Revolutionary War commenced in his 17th year but has lost the record of his 
age and can in no other way State his age precisely.  He lived there during the struggle and first entered 
the service as a volunteer under Captain William Smith with whom he served three months-- was 
afterwards drafted and served a tour of eight months into Georgia under the command of General 
Twiggs [John Twiggs] – Colonel Manual & Major Boykin [probably Francis Boykin] – was in the 
battle of Briar Creek [March 3, 1779] and another on the Ogeechee [River] against the Tories.  He was 
afterwards in a tour against the Cherokee Indians under the command of Col. Charles James.  He was 
again out on a tour of three months under Captain Smith to Bacon's Bridge about the end of which term 
peace was made.  This Deponent believes himself to have been in the service for two years.  He never 
had a discharge nor has he received any compensation for his service.  Knows of no direct proof he can 
now make of his services other than from reputation certificates of which accompany this declaration.  
Sworn to and subscribed the fifth day of March 1833 in open Court 5th March 1833.   
       S/ Joshua Betterton, X his mark 
S/ Van A. Lawhon [?], CC 
[John B. Chappell & Thomas Skelton gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
The State of South Carolina, Anderson District 
 Joshua Betterton of the State and District aforesaid appeared personally before me and being 
duly qualified on oath declares as follows amendatory of the Declaration made by him in open Court 
on the 5th of March 1833 in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress of 7th June 1832. 
 His first tour of three months under Captain William Smith was entered upon about the time of 
planting Corn either March or April in the year 1780 and he was marched in the direction of and into 
the neighborhood of Augusta and was attached to the command of General Lincoln [Benjamin 
Lincoln]. 
 His eight months tour was commenced in February in the year 1781 – on the first day of which 
months he is satisfied they commenced the march.  His tour against the Indians since he comes to 
recollect dates was for one month (the month of March) in 1782 – His Captain was not out this time 
and he was commanded by Lieutenant O'Shields and his last three months tour in his original 
declaration to Bacon's Bridge was before the tour against the Indians was in November 1781. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me they were 21st 1834. 
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S/ Joseph N. Whitner, Notary Public, Q Co. Ex Off. 
       S/ Joshua Betterton, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $50 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as a 
private for 15 months in the South Carolina troops.  It appears from the application filed by the veteran 
that he served in the Georgia militia as well as the South Carolina militia.] 


