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Virginia At a Court held for the County of Monroe at the Court House on monday the

21  day of January 1833st

State of Virginia }  SS.

Monroe County }

Robert Wilson now an Inhabitant of the County aforesaid being this day in open Court at

the January Term held for the County aforesaid it being a court of record, having been duly

sworn, in order to obtain the benifit of the pension act passed June 7  1832, upon his oathth

makes the following Declaration statement. He says that he is about 72 years of age, though he

cannot recollect the exact year in which he was born, as the register of his age was destroyed in

the burning of his house in which it was; that he was born in Augusta County in Va. but

removed, very young, into Botetourt County where he was till, as he thinks, he was twenty two

years of age, when he was drafted to defend the lead mines in the western part of the state [at

Fort Chiswell in present Wythe County] from an attack which it was believed was meditated

against them by the tories and the enemy; the company in which he was drafted was under the

command of Lieutenant Grimes, but that they did not go all the way to the mines, having been

ordered back when they had arrived near the New River. He does not know the exact time of his

service in this tour, but does not think that it was more than a month. He does not recollect the

year in which this happened but thinks it was about two years before the capture of Cornwallis

[19 Oct 1781]. 

He further says that the fall before the capture of Cornwallis he volunteered under James

Robertson Captain, James Leatherdale Lieut and Alexander Smiley ensign – that after they had

left Fincastle that Major David Campbell overtook them about the Moravian Towns [Salem and

others in North Carolina] and commanded them and the march beyond the Catawba river,

whence Gen. [Daniel] Morgan asumed the command  afterwards they commenced a return

towards Virginia and at the Island Ford on the Adkin river [sic: Trading Ford on Yadkin River, 4-5

Feb 1781] they had a skirmish with the British one evening after sun down, in which it was said

by deserters that thirty six of the enemy were killed and wounded, and that two of their men

Johnson & Dehart were killed and John Allen was taken prisoner but make his escape that night,

a man named Hart was wounded and Capt Handey [sic: Alexander Handly] was taken prisoner

and died on his way round by water to Yorktown.

He says that he was not in any other action but was sometimes closely pursued by the

enemy. He says that during this campaign Morgan resigned and returned home. He says that his

company was within two days march of the army at the battle of the Cowpens [17 Jan 1781]. He

says, they were with the line in the edge of S. Carolina and in N. Carolina. the time of service he

thinks was five months. He served out the whole time from November to April – that is

November 1780 until April 1781, but did not procure a discharge for the most of the officers

were sick.

He hereby relinquishes all claim to every other pension or reward whatsoever. He has

within two years lost the use of this right shoulder and is incapable of making any exertion for

his support Robert hisXmark Wilson

I John Herbert do certify that I was in the service of the old Revolutionary War; that to

the best of my recollection I started in November 1780 and returned in April 1781. I was a

volunteer in the company of Capt Alexander Handly, and recollect of Robert Wilson, that now

lives on Polls Creek being in the service the same time in the Company of Capt. Robison a

volunteer; and we were under the command of Maj’r David Campbell who took command of us

at the Maravian Town as we went out; and we had one skirmish with the British on the other side

of the Adkin river on the third day of February 1781. We lost our clothing in the battle. We got

our discharge before our time was out. We had volunteered to go to South Carolina.

Given under my hand this 19  of January 1833th
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[The following report is by District Attorney Washington G. Singleton who investigated many

pensioners from present West Virginia. For details see the pension application of David W. Sleeth

(S6111) and the endnote.]

Robert Wilson – 6 mo. Va. Militia

I the undersigned Robert Wilson in pursuance of the requisition of the Secretary of War

make the following redeclaration of my services as a soldier in the war of the Revo. to Wit.

I think I am near about 75 or 76 yrs. old. am a native of augusty [sic: Augusta] County,

Va. lived in Bottetort during the war. moved to Monroe 10 years ago – almost 3 weeks before the

christmas of 1780 I volunteered I think for a [illegible word] 4 or 5 mos. Joined Capt James

Roberts company  marched to join Gen’l. Morgans army in South Carolina. on the way fell in with

Major Campbell  was attached to his command  Joined Genl. Morgan on his retreat 3 or 4 days

after the Battle of the Cowpens. – we marched to Yadkin river then to Guilford and then to Dan

River. at the last mentioned place Genl Morgan left us. I think he took no troops with him  I

think he quit the army [see endnote] – dont recollect who commanded the army after morgan

left. at Dan River I was discharged and went home. I went home about the middle of April. I

[illegible word] that I was in service about 5 months and so told Mr. Preston who wrote my

Declaration. – In addition to the above I was some 3 or 4 days against the tories

In Witness of all which I hereto subscribe my name

September[?] 7, 1835. Robert hisXmark Wilson

Witness  Jno W Kelly

NOTES: 

For additional details of the skirmish at Trading Ford, see the pension application of

John Hewitt (W2618). After his brilliant victory at Cowpens and successfully eluding Cornwallis,

Daniel Morgan retired from service to recover from severe “rheumatism” – probably arthritis.

A letter from the Pension Office dated 21 Oct 1835 states that Wilson was dropped from

the pension roll because he did not serve six months, the minimum required for a pension.


