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Pension application of Richard Pettigrew [Pettygrew] S46639   f20VA 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  10/15/12: rev'd 1/31/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
At a Court held for Accomack County by adjournment at the Court House thereof on Tuesday the 
29th day of November 1836 
Leah Collins child and only heir at law of Richard Pettigrew this day personally appeared in 
Court and made the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed 7th day of June 1832 viz. State of Virginia County of Accomack SS on the 29th day of 
November 1836 personally came before the Justices of the Accomack Court Leah Collins 
daughter and only heir of Richard Pettigrew who being first duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed 7th of June 1832.  That she is the daughter of said Richard Pettigrew that she is about 40 
years of age that she has frequently heard her father speak of his services on board the Accomack 
Galley in the Revolutionary War – that he resided in Accomack County until about 48 years ago 
when he removed to Kent County Delaware where he died on the 5th day of October 1835 – that 
the applicant has received a Warrant for 100 acres of Land for his Services for 3 years – that she 
hereby relinquishes every claim to any annuity but the present and declares that her name is not 
on the pension Roll of any State. 
      S/ Leah Collins, X her mark 
 
[p 9] 
I Elkanah Andrews1 of Accomack County hereby certify that I served on board the Galley 
Accomack2 in the State Navy of Virginia in the Revolutionary War until said Galley was laid up 
and dismantled in 1781 and that Richard Pettigrew then living in this County also served on 
board said Galley Accomack until said Galley was laid up a period of 3 years from the time of his 
enlistment and upwards: that said Richard Pettigrew remained in this County a few years after 
the war ended and then removed to the State of Delaware & as this deponent has understood died 
there in the last month or two, but at what time, this deponent does not know. 
     S/ Elkanah Andrews, X his mark 
 
    Petition for bounty land 

                                                 
1 Elkanah Andrews S6507 
2 Accomac. Coggins:102, VANavy:156, ND8:1045, ND11:191, 1196, row galley of the VA Navy, 1777-1782, 
Captains Ishmael Andrews and William Underhill, captured a British vessel, 1779. GMB:35, sold 16 Jul 1781. 
https://www.awiatsea.com/Hough/Hough%20List%20A.html  

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/s6507.pdf
https://www.awiatsea.com/Hough/Hough%20List%20A.html


Richard Pettigrew – Seaman S. Navy 
 This Seaman's name is on the Army register.  Colonel Cropper received for him a 
certificate for £47.19.6 the balance of his full pay as Seaman on the 5th day of April 1785. 
 Elhanah Andrews, a credible witness, says that he knew Richard Pettigrew well, that he 
served in the revolutionary war on board the Galley Accomac commanded by Captain Underhill 
from the time it was ready for sea until she was laid up.  This has in other cases been proved to 
be more than 3 years. 
 I did not find the name of Richard Pettigrew on the few pages which have been preserved 
relating to the Accomac Galley; and therefore did not report him entitled to bounty land in the 
printed list no. 5 of Seaman &c entitled to land for revolutionary services. 
 The proof is satisfactory that he was in service as Seaman, Elhanah Andrews says he 
served more than 3 years.  The law of the land required that Seaman in the state Navy should 
enlist for 3 years. 
    Respectfully submitted 
    S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
To his Excellency   May 6, 1834 
Gov. Tazewell 
 
Accomack County, Virginia. 
Deposition of Elhanah Andrews, aged Seventy one or thereabouts, who deposeth and saith that 
he was well acquainted with Richard Pettigrew, and that he served in the revolutionary war on 
board the Galley Accomac commanded by Captain Underhill from the time she was ready until 
she was laid up.  Further this deponent saith not.  Given under my hand this January 15th 1834 
     S/ Elhanah Andrews {Seal} 

     
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia State Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received 
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 26th day of April 1785, in the name of 
Richard Pettigrew, as a Seaman for £47.19.6, which Certificate appears to have been delivered to 
Colonel Cropper and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   26 day of February 1834. 
       S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
 
[Veteran's heir was pensioned at the rate of $96 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for 
service as a Seaman in the Virginia Navy during the revolution.] 
_______________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] [The following was erroneously filed 
under the records relating to William Perry]  
 
Accomack County, Virginia. 
Deposition of Elhanah Andrews, aged Seventy one or thereabouts, who deposeth and saith that 

https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Military%20Records%20Virginia,AND&query=any,contains,Revolutionary%20War%20Bounty%20Warrants,AND&tab=Digital&search_scope=DIGITAL&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0


he was well acquainted with Richard Pettigrew, and that he served in the revolutionary war on 
board the Galley Accomac commanded by Captain Underhill from the time she was ready until 
she was laid up.  Further this deponent saith not.  Given under my hand this January 15th 1834 
     S/ Elhanah Andrews {Seal} 

     
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia State Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received 
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 26th day of April 1785, in the name of 
Richard Pettigrew, as a Seaman for £47.19.6, which Certificate appears to have been delivered to 
Colonel Cropper and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   26 day of February 1834. 
       S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
 
[Note:  The report of Commissioner John H. Smith transcribed above appears in the VA bounty 
land records under the name Pettygrew, Richard.] 


