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Pension application of Benjamin Eaton S45359    A f111 Conn. 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   7/13/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of New York Orange County}  SS Be it remembered that on the 8th Day of April in the year 
1818 personally appeared before me Joseph Morrell one of the Judges in and for the County of 
Orange Benjamin Eaton of the town of New Burgh and County of Orange who being duly sworn 
doth Depose and say that on the 26th of June in the year 1776 he enlisted in a company of 
Connecticut troops under the command of Captain Waterman [probably Jedediah Waterman] in a 
Regiment commanded by Colonel Stores [sic, probably Experience Storrs] at the Town of 
Cambridge in the State of Massachusetts in which company he continued until the 13th of 
September in the same year when he was drafted into a Company Commanded by Captain Scott 
which company went to the North under Colonel Arnold [Benedict Arnold] and that this 
company together with two other companies were ordered back to Cambridge (after having 
marched as far as the dead River) under the command of Colonel Innis. After his time expired 
with Captain Scott this deponent enlisted with Captain John Kies [sic, probably John Keyes] in 
Colonel Dergas [sic, probably John Durkee’s] Regiment of Connecticut troops that he continued 
in said Regiment until the 18th of December 1776 when his term of enlistment expired. 
 The Deponent then enlisted into Noadiah Wade’s company in the fourth Jersey Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Ephraim Martin where he continued about two years when this 
Regiment being dissolved he was attached to the first Jersey Regiment under the Command of 
Captain Matthias Ogden where he continued to the best of his recollection about one year when 
he was drafted into General Washington’s life Guard commanded by Major Gibbs [Caleb Gibbs] 
that he continued in this corps until the third day of June 1783 when he was discharged from said 
Guard then commanded by Captain Colfax [William Colfax] at the Town of New Burgh in the 
County of Orange – – – 
 And this Deponent further saith that his discharge was Signed by General Washington 
and registered by Adjutant Whitlock of the Jersey = that this discharge is an honourable one and 
is now in the hands of Chaney Belknap Esquire of the town of New Burgh and County aforesaid 
=, = That this Deponent was in sixteen engagements2 during the Revolution = served in the 
United States Service during the late war [the War of 1812] with Great Britain that he is now 
Sixty years old and in very reduced circumstances and requires the aid of the Government for his 

                                                 
1 The version of this file posted on Fold 3.com is illegibly faint. The version posted on Ancestry.com is illegible. 
2 Given the times of the veteran's service in Washington's Life Guard, he would have been at the Siege of Yorktown 
when Cornwallis surrendered on October 19, 1781.  Therefore, he qualifies for inclusion in our database. 
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support 
      S/ Benjamin Eaton 

       
Sworn and Subscribed before me the 8th day of April 1818 
S/ Joseph Morrell 
 
[p 9] 
District of New York 
Orange County}  SS 
 On this thirty first day of May 1820 personally appeared in open Court in the Court of 
Common Pleas it being a Court of Record for the said County of Orange Benjamin Eaton of said 
County aged Sixty three years, resident in the said County of Orange, who being duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath declare that he served in the Revolutionary war as follows: – 
he entered in the year 1775 – in Captain Putman’s Company, he was in the Battle at Lexington – 
After that he enlisted under Captain Kyes [sic] and went to Québec under General Arnold, he 
then enlisted under Captain Wade Colonel Martin’s Regiment, then he was transferred into 
Colonel Oden’s Regiment New Jersey line, in the spring of 1778 he was put in General 
Washington’s life Guards, he served in that until the last of the year 1783 when he was 
discharged by General Washington. 
 And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day 
of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 
disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 
myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 
the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 
or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 
the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed, viz. no property of any kind no family but 
my wife and she is blind so that she cannot move about without some body to lead her. My 
certificate is dated on 19th day of June on 1819 Number 5594 
Sworn to and Subscribed in open 
Court on this 31st day of May 1820   S/ Benjamin Eaton 
 
 
 
 
[Veteran was pension at the rate of $8 per month commencing April 8, 1818 for service as a 
private in the Connecticut Continental line.] 


