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Pension application of John Israel S44973      f35VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      1/29/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of New York, SS 
   To the Honorable Richard Riker 
    Recorder of the City of New York, and one of the Judges of the 
Court of Common Please, called the Mayor's Court of the City of New York, which is a Court of 
record of the State of New York. 
The Declaration under Oath of John Israel formerly a Soldier engaged in the Service of the 
United States during the Revolutionary War, now a Citizen of the United States and resident of 
the city and County of New York, respectfully sheweth, 
 That the said John Israel sometime in the month of November or December in the year 
1776 he enlisted for the term of three years in Captain Joseph Mitchell's Company in Colonel 
James Woods' Regiment, General Scott's [Charles Scott's] Brigade, Marquis Lafayette, Division, 
and served upwards of two years until taken prisoner in the year 1778 at Phillips Manor State of 
New York, that he was taken by the British to New York and retained as a Prisoner in the North 
Church and Sugar House until exchanged in 1779 when he proceeded to Phillips Manor, and 
served under Captain Jonas Ansa [could be "Jonas Anson"] and Captain Jesse Baker's Companies 
of Militia, until the peace took place when he was discharged, and that while in the service he 
was at the battles of Germantown [October 4, 1777], Middlebrook and Monmouth [June 28, 
1778]. 
Discharge lost 
And the Declaration [sic] further sheweth, that the said John Israel is now a Citizen of the United 
States, resides in the city of New York, and is, by reason of his reduced circumstances in life, in 
need of assistance from his country for support being in indigent circumstances, very feeble and 
now 68 years of age. 
 Therefore the said John Israel conceives himself entitled to the benefit of the Act of 
Congress of the United States, entitled, "An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the 
Land and Naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary war," approved 18th of March, 
1818, and request your Honor will examine into the truth of the matter aforesaid, certify and 
transmit the testimony in the case, and the proceedings had thereon, to the Honorable the 
Secretary of the Department of War, to the end of such relief may be had in the premises, as his 
by law in such case made and provided.  And in support of the facts set forth, the said John Israel 
refers to the testimony of Abraham Boyce and John Ackerman both of which are hereunto 
annexed. 
     S/ John Israel 
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City and County of New York, SS 
 Abraham Boyce & John Ackerman both of the City of New York being sworn, saith, that 
they are well acquainted with John Israel and know that the above Declaration of the said John 
Israel is in all respects just and true as to his service in the War of the Revolution & has no doubt 
of the truth of the facts by him above stated. 
 Sworn to before me this first day of April 1818 
R. Riker   S/ Abraham Boice, X his mark 
    S/ John Ackerman 

     
 
[p 8] 
County of Westchester SS 
 On this 22nd day of May 1826 personally appeared in open Court being a court of Record 
for the said County John Israel a resident in said County aged seventy-six years and one month – 
who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the provision made by the Acts of Congress of the 18th March 1818 and the first 
May 1820 that he the said John Israel enlisted for the term of three years sometime in the month 
of November or December (the Exact day of the month the declarant doth not recollect) in the 
year 1776 in the State of Virginia in the company commanded by Captain Joseph Mitchell in the 
Regiment commanded by Colonel James Woods in the line of the State of Virginia on the 
Continental establishment, that he continued to serve in the said company upwards of two years 
and until taken prisoner at Philip's Manor in the State of New York by a party of British dragoons 
and carried to the City of New York where he was kept as a prisoner in the North Church and 
Sugar house for about one year and until he was exchanged in 1779 when he proceeded to 
Philips Manor and served in Captain Jonas Orser's and Captain Jesse Baker's Companies of 
militia until peace took place when he was discharged from the service in the State of New York, 
that he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension except the present; that his name is 
not on the roll of any State except Virginia; and that the following all the reasons for not making 
earlier application for a pension to wit 
 That on or about the first of April 1818 he was a resident of the City of New York that he 
then procured a declaration and papers to be made out before Richard Riker Esquire Recorder of 
the Said City to enable him to obtain a pension under the act of the 18th March 1818 And the 
Recorder as he informed the Declarant and which he verily believes to be true sent the papers to 
the proper Department at Washington and that they were returned for correction.  That Peter A. 
Jay Esquire succeeded the said Riker in office to whom the declarant applied for the return 
papers – that Mr. Jay showed him the papers and their defects; corrected them and told the 
declarant he would send them on to get his pension.  And the declarant further saith that 
sometime after this when Mr. Riker had again been appointed recorder of said City he applied to 
him to know the result of his application of informed the declarant that he did not know or where 
the papers were but referred him to Mr. Jay who said the papers must either be at Washington or 



at the Recorders That he again called on Mr. Riker for the papers who said they were not in the 
office and thus business for a long time until Colonel Ward member of Congress whom the 
declarant had engaged to search for his papers at Washington wrote him in the month of January 
last that he had made search for them at the pension office without success – that the declarant on 
receiving this information again went to the City of New York to the recorders office and insisted 
upon Mr. Riker's making another search for the papers who on doing so found them in his office 
and delivered them to the declarant who caused them the same month to be sent to Mr. Ward to 
apply for his pension and that the papers were again returned to him as being insufficient to place 
him on the pension list under the act of 1820. 
 And in pursuance of the act of the first of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress 
entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 
has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I 
any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed 
 That on the 18th of March 1818 my property consisted of very nearly if not exactly the 
same articles it does at present and of about the same value such articles as have been worn out 
or otherwise to come useless having been supplied by purchase or gift so as to leave about the 
same value and amount at this time being neither much increased or diminished. 
 Sworn to and declared on the 22nd day of May 1826 in open court before me 
S/ Nehemiah S Bates, Clerk    S/ John Israel 
A Schedule of the property both the real and personal either at law or in equity in possession 
reversion and remainder necessary clothing and bedding excepted belonging to John Israel the 
declarant mentioned in the declaration to which this schedule is annexed on the 22nd day of May 
1826 together with his occupation is ability to pursue it and the number and names of his family 
residing with him, their ages and their dependents on him for support. 
Real estate: None 
Personal Property – some common chairs, one table, two beds stands, one cow, one hog, six 
knives and forks, four table spoons, six pewter teaspoons, one pair of andirons, one pair of tongs, 
six fowls, five plates, six cups and saucers, one chest, one kettle, two pots, one tin stove, one 
frying pan, five flour barrels, one meat cask containing about forty pounds of pork, three bags, 
about one hundred weight of rye flour, one hoe and one pitchfork. 
Occupation.  Laborer, declarant so weak and infirm by reason of weakness in his back as not to 
be able to work. 
Names of his family residing with him.  Nancy Israel his wife very infirm and subject to the 
asthma & rheumatism so as to be able to do but very little and of the age of 71 years on the 24th 
day of December 1825.  No children living with him and none of sufficient ability to contribute 
to the support of declarant and his wife. 
I hereby certify that the above statement and schedule are in all respects just and true. 
 Dated May 22nd, 1826 
     S/ John Israel 
 
[p 31:  On March 31, 1829 in Westchester County New York, Cornelius D Revier gave testimony 
that he was taken prisoner by the British sometime in the month of May 1780 and taken to New 



York; that while in prison he became acquainted with John Israel; that he and Israel continued in 
prison until about the 2nd day of January 1781 when they were exchanged.  He signed his 
affidavit with his mark.] 
 
[p 33: On April 14, 1829 in Westchester County New York, Jacob Acker 1gave testimony that he 
was taken prisoner by the British February 19, 1780; that he found John Israel already a prisoner 
of war; that they remained prisoners until January 2, 1781 when they were exchanged. 

] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing January 1, 1828, for service as a 
private for 3 years in the Virginia Continental line.] 

                                                 
1 Perhaps the same man as FPA W2046 


