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Pension application of James Harrison S4309     f22VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/23/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Overton County 
 On this the 5th day of December 1833 personally appeared before me Claiborne D Parris 
an acting Justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid, James Harrison, a resident citizen 
of the County of Overton aforesaid aged ninety-one years agreeable to his best information 
having no Record of his age and after being duly sworn for that purpose on his oath makes the 
following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress of the 7th June 1832.  
He states that he entered the service of the Revolutionary War in Mecklenburg County Virginia 
under Captain Richard Epperson, he entered the Service as a drafted private militia to serve a 
three months Tour he was thrown into number and called out agreeable to number he entered the 
service under said Captain sometime in the warm season of the year 1780 he cannot recollect the 
precise time he marched to various places in Virginia, and went on to the Nottoway River, and 
crossed the same, and went on to the Meherrin River and finally marched to Dinwiddie and 
finally marched back and having finished his said Tour he was verbally discharged.  Sometime in 
the fall after the precise time not remembered and sometime thereafter he was called out 
according to number Captain Robert Smith to serve a three months Tour and marched off 
sometime in the winter and went on to the Edge of North Carolina and the lower part of Virginia 
and Petersburg and finally marched back having served out his Tour, he was verbally discharged, 
he has no written or Documentary Evidence of his services and knows of no person by whom he 
can prove his service, he was born in the State of Maryland in Colbert County near Annapolis 
and went to Mecklenburg County Virginia at the age of twenty years of age and continued to live 
in said County until twenty-eight years ago and then moved to Overton County as is now though 
it was then Jackson County where he has lived for the last twenty-eight years, he states there is 
no clergyman in any place within his present neighborhood he living in a remote part of the 
County in the wolf hills near the Kentucky line he can prove his Character as a man of Veracity 
and as being reputed as a man that had been a soldier of the Revolutionary [war] by his 
neighbors and acquaintances generally some of whom he will name, James Norman and Joel 
Parish Esquire and William Chilton Esquire he states he is wholly unable to attend court from 
bodily infirmity he hereby relinquishes every claim what so ever to a pension or annuity except 
the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any state. 
       S/ James Harrison, X his Mark 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year aforesaid 
S/ Claibourne D Parris, JP 
[Benjamin Harrison and John Richardson gave the standard supporting affidavit. 
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] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.] 


