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Pension application of Benjamin Suddoth (Suddath) S4015   f16VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    5/25/12 rev'd 10/26/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Roane County: Circuit Court September term 1832 
 On this 11th day of September personally appeared in open Court it being a court of 
record, before Charles F Keith [?] Judge of the Circuit Court of Law and Equity for the County 
of Roane and State aforesaid now sitting Benjamin Suddath a resident of the County of Roane 
aforesaid aged about 72 years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832 that he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, to 
wit, Captain William Mason, James Nisbet [James Nesbitt ?] 1st Lieutenant & William Doach [?] 
2nd Lieutenant, that he entered the service in September 1780 that he resided in the district of 
Alexandria [?] Fairfax County Virginia where he entered the service, that he went as a volunteer 
substitute in the place of William Lipeon [?], marched from said County to Colchester Town 
thence to Amherst [?], then to Richmond, thence [to] Fredericksburg, there crossed the Roanoke 
[River] to Hillsboro North Carolina, thence to Guilford Court house, then crossed the Yadkin 
River at the Blain [?] Ford, thence to Salsborough [Salisbury?] & Charlotte, thence crossed the 
Pedee [River] at the Cheraw Hills, from thence to South Carolina about 25 miles this side of 
Charlestown where he joined the main Army commanded by General Green [Nathanael Greene] 
& General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] remained stationed there during the winter except when out 
on scouting parties, in the spring of the year Green's Army retreated from Cornwallis went back 
near the same point before described, that Cornwallis's Army overtook our Army at the Yadkin 
River where we had a severe scrimmage, that he continued in said service until the term of six 
months expired was kept in service about a month after his term of six months had expired, that 
he was then discharged by Captain William Mason aforesaid, that he also served a tower [tour] of 
four months, under Colonel West who commanded the Regiment & Jack Hereford Adjutant the 
Captain's name not recollected marched from Loudoun County to Falmouth, Fredericksburg 
towns, thence to the boling green [Bowling Green] to Williamsburg, then to Little York there 
joined Washington's Army remained there during the siege of York, then we and guarded the 
British prisoners back near the same route to Noland's Ferry, there the Maryland troops took the 
prisoners and was then discharged after serving four months, then one other tower of about two 
months under Colonel Rine or Rign reconnoitered from Fredericksburg up and down the 
Potomac River, then served five months under Captain Vicory [Vickory?] on a vessel by the 
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name of Visur [?]1 which was laden with flour for the support of the Americans on the Haroanah 
[sic?] Island2 was then taken prisoner by the British, was put in irons and carried to New York at 
that time it was in possession of the British, was then put on the British sloop of war Ann Friggit 
and was kept by the British until the war was over, that he served in all upwards of seventeen 
months that he has no documentary evidence and that it is out of his power to procure any living 
testimony of his services, that he is acquainted with the following persons in his neighborhood 
who believes he is a man of veracity and that he served as above stated, to wit, Noah Linisher 
[?], James Burnett, Theodorick Green, Michael Hostler, General John Brown D G [?] he hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his 
name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
      S/ Benja Suddt 

       
[Charles Galloway, a clergyman, and Alexander Duggen gave the standard supporting affidavit 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private in the Virginia militia and sea service.] 
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