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Pension application of William Gentry [Gentree] S39566    f22VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/24/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Virginia Hanover County to wit 
 William Gentry, (a resident Citizen of the United States and of the said State & County) – 
came before me Thomas Tinsley, presiding Judge for the County aforesaid, and made oath, that 
he served three years as a Soldier in the revolutionary War in the first Virginia Regiment, of 
Continental Artillery Commanded by Colonel Charles Harrison deceased – in the late Captain 
William Fleming Gaines'1 Company, the particular time of his enlisting he does not know – His 
original discharge he has lost, but He obtained, in September 1813 from his Captain the above 
named Captain William Flem. Gaines the annexed Certificate, which shows, that he faithfully 
served as a Soldier, the above period of three years – He states, that he well recollects being 
discharged, at Hillsboro in North Carolina sometime after Gates defeat [August 15-16, 1780]. 
 He further maketh oath that he never was on any pension list, and consequently have 
received no pension – and from his inability to labor, and reduced circumstances, he needs the 
assistance of his Country for support. 
 Given under my hand this 9th day of May 1818 
    S/ Thos. Tinsley 
 
 In addition to the within testimony in the case of William Gentry, also is annexed, the 
Certificate of Captain John Pryor2 who was a Captain in the said first Regiment of Continental 
Artillery – I was present when Captain Pryor gave the Certificate & saw him write it, the 
Certificate given by Captain William F. Gaines, I believe to be his hand writing, I have often 
seen him Wright & have had letters from him.  – I know of my own knowledge that the said 
Gentry is in reduced circumstances – an invalid and has been provided for as one of the poor of 
the said County of Hanover, and in absolute need of the assistance of his Country for his support.  
And it appearing to my satisfaction that the applicant served in the revolutionary War, against the 
Common Enemy.  – I do hereby in pursuance of the Act of Congress entitled "An Act to provide 
for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary 
War," Certify and transmit, the foregoing evidence to the Honorable Secretary of War.  Given 
under my hand, as presiding judge of the said County of Hanover this 12th day of May 1818 
     S/ Thos. Tinsley 
 
I do Certify that William Gentry a Soldier in the 1st Regiment of artillery commanded by the late 
                                                 
1 FPA BLWt880-300 
2 John Pryor W12064 
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Colonel Charles Harrison of the Revolutionary Army on Continental Establishment enlisted for 
three years & served faithfully to the end of his term – Given in Richmond this 9th day of May 
1818 
      S/ J. Pryor, Capt. 
      late of the Said Regt. 

 
 
I do certify that William Gentry served as a Soldier under me three years in the first Regiment of 
Continental Artillery during which time he behaved himself in an orderly & proper manner 
8th September 1813 
    Wm Flem. Gaines 

 
 
    Schedule 
  In Hanover County Court, August 23rd, 1820 
District of Virginia SS 
 On this 23rd day of August 1820, personally appeared in open court, being a court of 



record for the County of Hanover William Gentry aged Sixty six years, a resident in the County 
of Hanover in said district, who being first duly sworn, according to law, doth, on his oath 
declare that he served in the revolutionary war as follows: In the first Virginia Regiment of 
artillery commanded by Colonel Charles Harrison in Captain William F. Gaines Company and 
that his original declaration is dated the 9th day of May 1819 [sic] the Number of his Pension 
Certificate is 5680 
and I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of 
March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed 
of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within 
the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the 
land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of 
March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, 
contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule 
hereto annexed and by me subscribed that he has no real nor personal estate (necessary Clothing 
and bedding excepted) that he is by occupation a Carpenter but Possesses no ability to pursue it, 
that his family Consist of a wife about __ years of age and six children, names & ages as follows 
Spencer 16 Thomas 13 Howard 10 Theodorick 8 Andrew 6 Mary 3 years of age, that his family 
do not possess sufficient capacity to support themselves – and that he stands in need of his 
Country's assistance for support. 
      S/ William Gentry, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing May 9, 1818, for service as a 
private for 3 years in the Virginia Continental line.] 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I do hereby Certify that William Gentree Enlisted into Colonel Harrison's Regiment the 12th [?] 
of Novr/ 1777 & was Discharged the 12th of October 178? 's[last digit illegible] 
    S/ D. Ragsdale Capt [Drury Ragsdale] 
    Artillery 
    June 4th 1783 

 
________________________________________ 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Hanover County Legislative Petitions 
 
  To the Honorable the Speakers and Members of the two Houses of General 
Assembly 
 The Petition of William Gentry of the County of Hanover, Humbly Sheweth, that in the 
contest with England for the liberties of his Country, He turned out as a Soldier, in Harrison's 
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Regiment of Artillery – that he faithfully served the full term of his enlistment – that he served to 
the northward as well as to the southward – that he was in all the several actions in which that 
Regiment was engaged in particular Monmouth [June 28, 1778] & Campden [Camden, August 
15-1617 80] – that He was in Captain William Fleming Gaines's Company – Major John Prior, 
also knows of his serving in that Regiment – to whose certificate he begs leave to refer – 
 Your Petitioner further Sheweth, that from the fatigue and exposure of his health, whilst 
in the service of his Country as aforesaid – He is rendered unfit for labor – that from pain & 
weakness in his hips & knees, it is with difficulty he can even walk – His arms also, on much 
affected – & these facts are verified by the annexed certificate – He states that he is Poor, 
possessing no kind of property whatever & that he has four small helpless Children – He 
therefore, throws himself upon the bounty of his Country, and humbly hopes, that they will make 
such a provision for him, as they in their Wisdom may think him entitled to & in duty bound he 
will pray &c 
 
We the undersigned have long known William Gentry – We know that he was a Soldier in 
Harrison's Regiment of Artillery & that he served the full time of his enlistment = We have 
discovered for a considerable time past his lameness growing fast upon him, – that it is with 
difficulty he can even wall, his Arms are also affected & that he is now unfit for labor – He has 4 
small helpless children.  – He is now being an invalid, We really believe (from [our] own 
observations & he is statements) is to be attributed to some violent cold, he called in the Army.  
Certified under our hands this 8th day of January 1812. 
      S/ James Hazelgrove 

       
I well No [know] that Wm Jentry [William Gentry] served as Soldier in Colonel Harrison's 
Regiment for three years as I myself was with him. 
      S/ Reuben Hughes 

       
The above mentioned old soldier William Gentry I well know who was in the same Regiment 
with myself his service is faithfully recounted in his petition and he appears to be totally disabled 
by infirmities age &c 
      S/ J. Pryor 

       


