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Pension application of Thomas Turner S39111    f32VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/3/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Laurens District:  
        By the Honorable Waddy Thompson  
       One of the Judges of the Court of Equity  
and State aforesaid – To all to whom these presents shall come 
Greeting.  – Know ye that Thomas Turner resident in the District of Laurens & State aforesaid, 
laborer, did this day appeared & made oath on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, that he 
entered the Army of the United States of America in the Continental Establishment in the 
American establishment in the revolutionary War, in or about the year 1777 under Captain 
Thomas Threet [Thomas Thweatt or Thweat1] of the fourteenth Regiment of Virginia Troops, 
commanded by Colonel Buford [Abraham Buford], and that he served faithfully, as a soldier 
until the 12th of May 1780, at which time he was discharged in Charleston in this State by 
General Woodford.  The said Thomas swears that not knowing or anticipating a future value of 
his discharge, was neglectful of it, & that it is lost.  He further swears that from his reduced 
circumstances in life he needs the Aid of his Country for a Support. 
        S/ Thomas Turner, X his mark 
 
To the Honorable Waddy Thompson One of the Judges 
of the Court of Equity –  
 Know ye, that William Irby of the District of Laurens & state aforesaid do make oath by 
the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, that for many years I have known the within named 
Thomas Turner, that he was attached to the same company & Regiment, commanded by Colonel 
Beaufort of the Continental Troops & that I served with him until I was discharged which was a 
considerable time.  – 
    S/ Wm Irby2 

    
[The above documents were attested by Waddy Thompson June 15, 1818.] 
 
[f p. 9] 
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State of South Carolina Laurens District 
 On this 24th day of July 1820, personally appeared in the Court of Ordinary Thomas 
Turner age sixty-six years, who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the Acts of Congress of the 18th 
of March 1818 and the 1st May 1820.  That he the said Thomas Turner enlisted for the term of 
three years on or about the 1st of May 1777 in the State of Virginia in the company commanded 
by Captain Thomas Threet [Thweatt], and afterwards by Captain Nathl Terry [Nathaniel Terry] in 
the 14th Virginia Regiment of Continental troops, commanded by Colonel Lewis, and on his 
promotion by Colonel William Davis.  That he continued to serve in the said Corps until his term 
of service had expired, when he was discharged from the said Service in Charleston in the State 
of South Carolina, a few days after the surrender of Charleston to Sir Henry Clinton, and was 
paroled about the same time as a prisoner of War, which parole is herewith filed signed by Major 
Stuart.  – 
 That during his service he was at the battles of Stony Point [July 16, 1779], and at 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778], besides various skirmishes.  His discharge is lost, and he has no 
other evidence now in his power of his said Services except the testimonial of Captain William 
Irby herewith attached. 
 And in pursuance of the act of the 1st of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress 
entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 
has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I 
any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed 
 50 acres of land third quality    150 
 one horse        80 
 five head of cattle       23 
 13 head of hogs       40 
        293 
    S/ Thomas Turner, X his mark 
… 
 He states his profession to be that of a farmer that he has been seized with the Rheumatic 
pains for the past twenty years, so that he is frequently incapable of using the most feeble 
exertions for a support.  He has only a wife in his family, whose capacity to assist the declarant is 
likewise feeble.  The declarant further states that sometime in June 1818, he forwarded to the 
War Department vouchers of his having served in the Revolutionary War, & never received an 
answer thereto.  That in June 1819, he again forwarded additional Testimonials, and has received 
no answer, only that Mr. Tucker the representative in Congress from this Congressional District 
& State aforesaid has called at the Department of War, found the papers, but that there were some 
informality's. 
Sworn & subscribed to by the declarant. 
[Attested July 25, 1820 by Waddy Thompson.] 
 
[f p. 14] 
 I William Irby of the District of Laurens & State of South Carolina do solemnly swear 



that I have been acquainted with the within named declarant Thomas Turner, that he belonged to 
the same Regiment of Continental Troops during the revolutionary War, commanded by Colonel 
Charles Lewis, then by Colonel William Davis & Lieutenant Colonel Buford & that I served with 
him until I [could by "he"]3 was discharged. 
      S/ Wm Irby 
Sworn to before me this sixth August 1820 
S/ John Garlington, Clerk 
 
[f p. 18] 

 
I do hereby acknowledge myself to be a prisoner of war, upon my parole, to his Excellency, Sir 
Henry Clinton, and that I am hereby engaged until I shall be exchanged, or otherwise released 
there from, to remain at my plantation in the Parish of __County of Halifax & province of 
Virginia and that I shall not in the meantime do, calls anything to be done, prejudicial to the 

                                                 

3  



success of his Majesties Arms, or have intercourse or hold Correspondence with his enemies; and 
that upon a Summons from his Excellency, or other Persons having Authority thereto, that I shall 
surrender myself to him or them at such time and place as I shall thereafter be required. 
Witness my hand this ?? day of May 1780 
 I do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the parole this day signed by 
Jno Hamilton    Maj Stuart 
     Comm Prisr 
 
[f p. 31: the veteran gave yet another application and schedule dated November 1821 while still 
living in Laurens district South Carolina.  There are no additional details of service given in this 
document nor is the schedule of property materially different than that rendered by the veteran 
and his application of 1820.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of eight dollars per month commencing in June 1818, for 
service as a private for three years in the Virginia Continental line. 


